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A with the Testator's Family Mainten-
ance Act this new legislation does not
confer any right to share in an estate. The
only right conferred is to make an applica-
tion to the Supreme Court for an order
for provision of adequate maintenance and
support of the family and dependants of
deceased persons out of the assets of the
deceased persons' estates.

However, both the class of persons en-
titled to apply and the estates against
which orders may be obtained have been
widened.

The decision to review this field of law
was made in 1965 when the President of
the Law Society of Western Australia pro-
posed that the Testator's Family Mainten-
ance Act be amended to widen the class of
claimants from the surviving spouse or
child of a testator to include the parents
of the deceased, children bf a deceased
child of the deceased, and to extend the
scope of the Act to include intestate and
partially intestate estates.

Those proposals were still under exam-
ination when it was decided to appoint a
Law Reform Committee. The then Minister
for Justice, presently the Leader of the
Opposition in this Chamber, considered the
matter was a suitable one for reference to
the committee which was asked to report
on the desirability of amending or en-
larging the provisions of the Testators's
Family Maintenance Act, 1939-1962. The
objective in mind was-

(a) to extend the right of application
to new categories of persons,:

(b) to permit applications for pro-
vision from estates in which there
is aL partial intestacy;

(c) to define more accurately the cir-
cumnstances in which a distribu-
tion of the assets of an estate may
be disturbed in order to sustain
an order made under the said
Act;

(4) to Permit a variation increasing
the provision made under an exist-
ing order.

The committee in keeping with its
normal procedure Prepared and distributed
a working paper based on a programme of
research by its legal officers into the laws
applying in other jurisdictions.

It is submitted that society's earlier
attitude of the right of a man to dispose
of his property as he thinks fit, even beyond
doubt, has changed. There is now a feeling
that a deceased is under some moral oblig-
ation to make provision for the mainten-
ance, education, and advancement in life
of persons who in the normal course of
humank affairs had a close personal rela-
tionship with the deceased. Unless pro-
vision is made there should be means to
satisfy the court that some provision can
be made.

The decision to extend the right of
application against intestacies or partial
intestacies is a logical one. The terms of
a will may be irrational or immoral, yet
can apply where distributions of estates
are made under a rule of law. For example,
a wife who deserted her husband and
children could take the whole of a small
estate at the expense of children main-
tained by the deceased. Such a case is not
uncommon and the same redress should
be available to deserving claimants in an
intestacy as is given to claimants under a
will.

The aim of legislation of this type is to
do justice to dependants. For this reason
it is proposed to continue the power of the
court to vary the amount of periodical
payments. Time and experience have dis-
closed that the powers have not been used
extensively. Courts generally exercise such
aL power with caution and only when clearly
called for by a radical change of circum-
stances. As with legislation enacted during
the previous session of Parliament to deal
with the granting of rights to illegitimates
to share in the estates of deceased persons,
protection must be provided for personal
representatives.

Illegitimates, where the relationship
stemns from the paternal side, shall be
recognised only if paternity is admitted or
established against the father in his life-
time.

This piece of legislation is commended
to members as one which gives effect to the
views of persons experienced in the field
of law. It will overcome the obstacles
which have prevented many persons from
approaching the court to obtain some de-
gree of justice where insufficient provision
has been made by testators or where the
arbitrary rule of distribution in intestacies
has applied.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Ron. I. 0. Medcalf.

House adjourned at 6.13 p.m.

itK1rnistatiur AllormbIll
Tuesday, the 1st August, 1972

The SPEAKER (Mr. Norton) took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

BILLS (20): ASSENT
Messages from the Governor received

and read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1. Aboriginal Affairs Planning Autho-
rity Bill.

2. State Trading Concerns Act Amend-
ment Bill.

3. West Kambalda Railway Bill.
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4. Child Welfare Act Amendment Bill
(No. 2).

5. Public Trustee Act Amendment Bill.
6. Wood Distillation and Charcoal Iron

and Steel Industry Act Amendment
Bill.

7. Iron Ore (Qoldsworthy-NmigXrr)
Agreement Bill.

8. Community Welfare Bill.
9. Stamp Act Amendment Bill.

10. Hospitals Act Amendment Eml.
it. Town planning and Development Act

A mendmnent Bill.
12. Main Roads Act Amendment Bill.
13. Iron Ore (Rhodes Ridge) Agreement

Authorization Bill.
14. Iron Ore (Mount Bruce) Agreement

Bill.
15. Iron Ore (Wittenoom) Agreement

Bill.
16. Iron Ore (Ilamersley Range) Agree-

ment Act Amendment Bill,
17. District Court of Western Australia

Act Amendment Bill.
18. Criminal Code Amendment Bill (No).

2).
19. Motor Vehicle (Third Party Insur-

ance) Act Amendment Eml.
20. Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewer-

age, and Drainage Act Amendment
Bill.

QUESTIONS (31): ON NOTICE
1. CRAFT ASSOCIATION

Government Grants
Mr. MENSAROS. to the Premier:
(1) Does the Craft Association of

Western Australia receive any an-
nual rants from either the
Treasury or the Department of
Cultural Affairs?

(2) If so, how much, and is this a
yearly recurring grant?

(3) If nnt, would he consider such
grant to enable the association at
least to employ a paid officer to
better organise and execute its
worthwhile functions?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) The Craft Association

does not receive annual grants
from either the Treasury or the
Department of Cultural Affairs.

(3) Applications for financial assist-
ance by any organisation engaged
in artistic activities of benefit to
the community must be lodged
with the Arts Advisory Board by

31st August. The Craft Associa-
tion of W-A. is at liberty to lodge
an application for consideration
by the Arts Advisory Board. The
Liaison Officer for Cultural Affairs
has provided the association with
the necessary application forms.

2. 0O1D RIVER SCHEME

Effect on Flora

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Lands:
(1) Has his department undertaken

any work or research in the region
of the Ord River scheme on the
effects of the development of the
scheme on the survival of selected
wildflowers and flora specifically
characteristic to this region?

(2) If so, what is the result of such
work or research?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Clearing for agricultural purposes

and the flooding of the dam area,
as expected, have destroyed con-
siderable quantities of native vege-
tation, but similar plants exist In
neighbouring areas and there is no
evidence that rare or endemic
species have been completely de-
stroyed.

3. 0ORD RIVER SCHEME
Effect on Fauna

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Fauna;,
(1) Has his department undertaken

any work or research in the region
of the Ord River scheme on the
effects of the development of the
scheme on the survival of selected
fauna species specifically charac-
teristic to this region?

(2) If so, what is the result of such
work or research?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) No, but the department did have

officers in the Ord River area dur-
ing December 1911, and January
and February, 1972, to rescue any
animals found trapped by the ris-
ing waters. The dam does not
appear to have affected the sur-
vival of any terrestrial species.
However, it does appear likely
that the Ord River population of
Barramundi, a species of fish
which needs to migrate upstream
and downstream during its life
cycle, will be affected.

(2) Answered by (1).
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4. TRAFFIC
Nicholson Road Subway

Mr. MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Works:

Considering the recently installed
"give way" signs and the survey
work which has been lately under-
taken at the Daglish side of the
Nicholson Road subway traffic
complex, could he state what
further proposals are considered to
ease the concentration of traffic at
the subway and when these are
proposed to be Implemented?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
The Main Roads Department has
no proposals for further works at
the Nicholson Road subway.

5. INDUSTRIAL STOPPAGES
Effect on Steel Industry

Mr. RUSHTON. to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) What was the loss of man hours

in Western Australia due to strikes
for the financial years 1968-69 and
1971-72?

(2) What are the details of Govern-
ment intervention during these
Periods in the withdrawal of
actions, payment of costs and re-
fund of fines and costs resulting
from industrial disputes?

(9.) How m.any men previously em-
played in the steel industry are at
present unemployed?

(4) What was the value of business
lost to this State's steel Industry
due to strikes and disputes during
the past 18 months?

(5) How many of the present steel
industry employees out of Jobs are
a direct result of the strikes and
disputes mentioned in (4)?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
State Industrial Commission stat-
istics for work stoppages are
recorded in man days and not
man hours.

(1) The loss of man days due to work
stoppages for the financial year
1968-69 was 77,143 and for 1971-
72 was 443,353. These figures are
inclusive of man days lost due to
workers being stood down as a
result of work stoppages which
amounted to 4,560 in 1968-69 and
353,667 in 1971-72.

(2) Fines were imposed by an Indus-
trial Magistrate in the Industrial
Court on April 19 and May 30,
1971, on 19 shop stewards for dis-
obeying an order of the commis-
sion In connection with their
employment.

6.

The Government, by Cabinet
direction, waived the Payment of
these fines.

(3) to (5) This information is not
available from Government
sources.

FLUORIDATION OF WATER
SUPPLIE

Discontinuance
Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Premier:
(1) Dloes the Government intend to

discontinue the fluoridation of
public water supplies?

(2) If so, when?
Mr. 3. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) and (2) The matter is under con-

sideration.

7. TOWN PLANNING
Corridor Plan: Implementation

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister for
Town Planning:
(1) Now that he has replaced the

former Minister in this portfolio
will he advise whether the corridor
plan for Perth will remain the
basic structural form to meet the
expansion of the Perth region over
the next two or three decades, or
whether the alternate Ritter plan
will be followed?

(2) If no top-line decision has been
made on this matter, under what
Plan is the metropolitan region
developing?

(3) Is it not embarrassing or difficult
or even impossible for the Metro-
politan Region Planning Authority
to Perform its functions properly
in the vacuum that has been
created?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) No decision has been reached.
(2) The existing statutory Metropoli-

tan Region Planning Scheme.
(3) No. The metropolitan region

corridor plan proposal is a long-
range strategic plan. Whilst it is
necessary for a decision to be
reached on the structural form
Perth should take in the future,
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority does not feel its task at
present unduly embarrassing or
difficult on this account. The
M.R.P.A. is not conscious of a
vacuum situation.

8. LOCAL GOVERNMElNT
BOUNDARIES

Royal Commission
Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister re-
presenting the Minister for Local Gov-
ernment:
(1) Is it his intention to appoint a

Royal Commission into the matter
of local goverrnent boundaries?
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(2) Is it his intention to initiate any
moves to bring about mergers or
amalgamations of metropolitan
local government authorities?

(3) If (2) is "Yes" will he announce
details of such moves?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) No.
(2) No action will be initiated until a

report and recommendation are
made by the Boundaries Commis-
sion.

(3) Answered by (2).

9. ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Effect of Metric Weights

Mr. GAYFER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:

What effect would the introduc-
tion of metric weights have on the
eight ton limit for the purpose
of arriving at road maintenance
tax?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
A decision has not yet been made
but the nearest equivalent figure
to the metric tonne will be deter-
mined without adversely affecting
owners of liable vehicles.

10. WIRE-CUT BRICKS
Use on Public Works

Mr. HUTCHINSON, to the Minister for
Works:

Why is it that bard burned 'wire
cut bricks which are comparatively
expensively priced at nearly $90 per
1,000 are being purchased in sub-
stantial quantities for public works
when other good quality bricks are
readily available at about half the
east, and when there has been
such a release of Government in-
formation about the desperate
inadequacy of funds for public
works?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
In carrying out the Government
building programme, all types of
bricks in varying quantities are
used, including "hard burned wire
cuts"
Of the total public buildings pro-
gramme, only a very small per-
centage of bricks used are hard
burned wire cut.

11. HOSPITALS
Central Laundry: Progress

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) How far has the Government pro-

gressed towards establishing a
central laundry in respect to-
(a) marshalling the finance;

MELY.]

(b) site acquisition and prepara-
tion;

(c) planning, tendering and cons-
truction of buildings?

(2) Under what authority is the de-
partment acting considering Par-
liament rejected the legislation his
Government presented for this
purpose?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) (a) Finance has been arranged.

(b) The site is in course of acquis-
ition.

(c) Building plans are well advan-
ced and tenders will be called
before the end of 1972. Equip-
ment tenders have closed.

(2) Section 5A (1) of the Hospitals
Act, 1927-72.

12. UNEMPLOYMENT
Relief: Commonwealth and State

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:
(1) What is the total of funds allo-

cated by the Western Australian
Government for unemployment re-
lief for the financial year 1971-72?

(2) How much has been granted to
this State by the Commonwealth
Government this financial year for
unemployment relief?

(3) Will he advise for each grant by
the Commonwealth Government-
(a) the amount;,
(b) the date the allocation was

known to his department;
(c) the date the State fully

re-allocated Commonwealth
funds;

(d) the grants still not allocated;
(e) the date when agencies

(local government, depart-
ments, etc.) fully allocated
funds;

(f) the allocations still not drawn
upon by abovementloned
agencies?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) $3,864,400 including a grant of

$2,024,400 from the Common-
wealth.

(2) $450,000 per month for the period
1st July, 1972 to 31st December,
1972.

(3) Ca) Answered by (2).
Cb) 22nd June, 1972.
(c) Sumns of $438,295 and $418,665

were allocated to local auth-
orities on 8th June, 1972 and
10th July, 1972 respectively
and an amount of $814,060
was allocated to Government
departments and instrumen-
talities on 13th June, 1972.
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(d) to (f) Although nothing has
been received to date from the
Commonwealth, the State,
from its own resources, has
made payments to local auth-
orities alone totalling $856,961
for works to be carried out. in
the main, during the period
1st July, 1972 to 30th Septemn-
ber, 1972. The allocation of
$814,060 to Government de-
partments and instrumental-
ities generally embraces this
period also.
The balance of the Common-
wealth grant for the six
months to 31st December,
1972, will be allocated In due
course to local authorities,
Government departments and
Instrumentalities to finance
works In the period 1st Oct-
ober, 1972 to 31st December,
1972.

UNEMPLOYMENT
Re&ie: Special Works Programme

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Relating to the special works pro-

gramme of $14 million announced
by the Government in June to
assist relief of unemployment, will
he detail the work, e.g., item and
value, having an estimated cost of
$200,00 and above?

(2) How much (expressed as a value)
of the $14 million is for new works,
e.g., works which are not a follow-
on from previous works program-
mes?

(3) Of the new work, and expressed
as a value, how much-
(a.) is still being planned;
(b) is out to tender;
(c) work has commenced?

(4) Of the total of $14 million pro-
gramme, how much-
(a) is still being planned;
(b) is out to tender;
(c) work has commenced?

(5) How many previously unemployed
men and women have been re-
employed to date and expected in
the future because of this pro-
gramme?

(6) What proportion of the total pro-
gramme is to be spent in-
(a) the metropolitan area;
(b) country districts?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) Works for which I am responsible

as Minister for Works estimated to
cost $200,000 or more included in

the allocation of approximately
$14 milion are:-

(1) Springfield new primary
school-$260,000.

(2) Eastern Goldfields new high
school-$752,500.

(3) Carine new high schooi-
$600,000.

(4) Thornlle high school-stage
3-$383,175.

(5) Rockingham high school-
stage 3-0351,525.

(6) Morley high school-stage
"-268,750.

(7) Baiga high school-stage
4-$268,750.

(8) Kalamunda high school-
addltions-.$231,250.

(9) South Hedland primary
school-additions-
$294,000.

(10) Mt. Lawley teachers' college
-gymnasium-$430,000.

011) McCall child welfare centre
-$200,00.

(12) Fremantle hospital--casual-
ty extenslon-$450,000.

(13) Perth medical centre-psy-
chiatric unit-$1,300,000,

(14) Greenmount reservoir-
$350,000.

(15) Forrestfield development
scheme-$220,000.

Funds allocated to other depart-
ments total $3,097,880.

(2) Total value of new works to be
undertaken by the Public Works
Department and the Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage & Drain-
age Board is $10,574,200.

(3) and (4) - $
Still being planned .... 3,145,890
Out to tender ... 11 3,074,325
Work has commenced -. 4,353,985

$10,574,200

(5) This information is not available.

(6) Metropolitan area ... $7,655,116
Country districts ....1 2,919,084

$10,574,200

14. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Reports

Mr. RUISHTON, to the Minister for
Environmental Protection:
(1) Will he table the Environmental

Protection Authority's report
upon-
(a) S.E.C. 330 kV transmission

route;
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(b) establishment of the proposed
new residential suburb at
Naval Base:

(c) development of land backed/
reclaimed wharfs on Point
Peron Reserve and Mangles
Bay, Rockingham?

(2) Did the Government request the
authority to report upon these
issues?

(3) If (2) is "No" to any one of the
three developments, will he give
the Government's reasons for not
doing so?

Mr. DAVIES replied:
(1) (a) With the consent of my col-

league, the Minister for Elec-
tricity, to whom the report
was made directly, the answer
to this part is "yes". The re-
port deals in most detail with
the effects on the vicinity of
Guildford Grammar School.

(b) No.
(c) No.

(2) No.
(3) With respect to 1 (a), as indicated

in the Environmental Protection
Authority report, comment was
received, before the Environmental
Protection Authority came into
existence, from the Director of
Environmental Protection. He
supported the proposed revised
escarpment route and recommend-
ed that this line should be built
initially. He suggested that at the
same time effort should be made to
survey the route for the second
route in roughly the same part.
With respect to 1 Cb), this matter
has been referred In the first
instance to the Clean Air Council.
With respect to 1 (c), I requested
the report from the Director of
Environmental Protection. This
report was later considered by the
Environmental Protection Auth-
ority which saw no reason to differ
from the recommendations and
comments in the Director's report.
The matter is under continued
consideration by the Environmen-
tal Protection Authority.

rThe report was tabled.

15. STAMP DUTY ON RECEIPTS
Applications for Refund

Mr. RUSHTON, to the Treasurer:
(1) How many applications have now

been lodged for refund of receipt
tax?

(2) Are these now the final accep-
tances?

(3) What is the total sum involved?
(4) What is the estimated sum un-

claimed?

(5) (a) How many persons have re-
linquished their claim to the
refund;

(b) what is the total sum relin-
quished;

(C) for which charitable purposes
is this money to be made avail-
able;

(d) when and by what means is
this money to be available:

Ce) who will be the trustees for
this fund?

(6) Will he advise whether the
amounts relinquished are to be
found out of State revenue im-
mediately or Provided over a period
and, if so, what period?

C7) Is he aware whether the companies
or individuals relinquishing this
receipt tax will pay gift duty?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) 9,601.
(2) Yes.
(3) This will not be known until all

claims have been checked and pro-
cessed.

(4) Unknown.
(5) (a) Of the claims submitted, 45

applicants have notified the
department that they have
relinquished their claims. Of
these, 6 have requested that
the repayments they could
have received be applied by
the Government to worthwhile
charitable causes.

(b) Not known because a number
of these claims were relin-
quished before being pro-
cessed. The total of the
amounts of claims to be
directed to charitable pur-
poses is $288,343.52.

(c) to (e) These matters are
under consideration.

(6) This is also under consideration.
C7) The Commonwealth taxation

office advises that the claims re-
linquished for charitable purposes
will not be subject to Common-
wealth gift duty.

16. MINERAL CLAIMS
Number and Applications

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Minister for
Mines:
(1) How many mineral claims were

in force In Western Australia as
a)- tDcmbr 99
(b) 31st December, 1970;
(c) 31st December, 1971;

(d) 30th June, 1912?
(2) How many mineral claim applica-

tions were pending approval, or
otherwise, as at the above dates?
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(3) How many mineral claims, and
mineral claim applications, were
either surrendered or withdrawn
in-
(a) 1969:
(b) 1970;
(c) 1971;
(d) the first half of 1972?

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) (a) 5,527;

(b) 20,272;
(c) 27,795.
(d) Not available at present. To

obtain an accurate figure for
the date specified would re-
quire several weeks of detailed
work as liaison with all
country mining registrars
would be necessary.
I might add that if the hon-
curable member requires this
information and gets in
touch with me, I will en-
deavour to obtain it in due
course.

(2) 31st December, 1969-19,545;
31st December, 1970-49,924;
31st December, 1971-32,099;
to 30th June, 1972-14,808,

(3) (a) 858;
(b) 4,093;
(c) 17,979;
(d) 21.408.

LAND PRICES
Index and Control

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Is there a generally agreed upon

index which measures movements
in land prices both within and
outside the metropolitan area of
Western Australia?

(2) Is there any body which regularly
and officially advises the Govern-
ment on the question of land Prices
and their control?

(.3) If the answers to (1) and/or (2)
Is "No" will the Government give
consideration to the implementa-
tion of such devices which will
act as an aid in Preventing exces-
sive escalation of land prices?

(4) is the Government satisfied that
there is no likely repetition of the
calamitous land boom experienced
under the Previous Government?

Mr.
(1)
(2)

J. T. TONKIN replied:
No.
The Land and Housing Consulta-
tive Committee under the Chair-
manship of Mr. R. Hllman.
Director of Engineering, Public
Works Department, advises the
Government as required on

matters such as the Supply Of
housing land and other factors
affecting land prices.

(3) While a close watch is kept on
land price trends, there are major
technical difficulties In construct-
ing a meaningful index of building
lot prices.

(4) Yes.

18, MARGARINE
Quotas

Mr. A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Agriculture:
(1) What is the amount of-

(a) table; and
(b) poly-unsaturated
margarine which manufacturers
are permitted to produce in West-
ern Australia?

(2) Is either of the above figures
wholly or partially included in the
other?

(3) Why Is there a limit placed upon
the manufacture of this com-
modity?

(4) Under what circumstances does
law require that the word "cook-
ing" shall be printed on the pack-
age?

(5) When were such quotas introduced
and when was the last alteration
made to these allowable amounts?

(6) Is he aware that such quotas are
causing shortages as to the pur-
chase of these commodities in
Western Australia?

(7) Is there any move afoot to alter
the quota or to abandon the quota
system altogether?

(8) Under what Statutes are the
quotas imposed?

(9) Is he aware that the National
Heart Foundation recommends the
ingestion of poly-unsaturated fats
such as are being excluded from
sale by the imposition of these
quotas?

(10) Is the existenoe of such laws of
limitation consistent with the con-
cept of a "free enterprise" eco-
nomy?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) The amount of table margarine

which manufacturers. are per-
mitted to produce in Western Aus-
tralia is 800 tons annually. Poly-
unsaturated margarine is a form
of table margarine and the manu-
facturers may make either
polyunsaturated or other types of
table margarine within their
quotas.

(2) See answer question (1) above.
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(3) A limit is placed upon the mianu-
facture of table margarine because
it Is a substitute for butter and
may be made from cheaper ma-
terials many of which have been
imported. Unlimited production
of table margarine could destroy
the incomes of many Australian
dairy farmers.

(4) Cooking margarine consists of
margarine in which 90 per cent of
the fats or oils used are beef fat
or mutton fat or a combination
of both.
The term "cooking margarine for
cooking purposes only" must be
printed on packages containing
such margarine.

(5) Margarine quotas were introduced
under the Margarine Act of 1940
and the last adjustment was made
in 1966 for the calendar year 1907.

(6) Shortages of a particular brand
of polyunsaturated margarine have
been occurring for some months
but I have no evidence of any
general shortage of ordinary table
margarine occurring.

(7) The quotas for each State are de-
termined by the Australian Agri-
cultural Council which reviews the
situation regarding margarine
quotas at its hi-annual meetings.
Periodic requests are made to re-
view the quotas but there has
been no suggestion as far as is
known, on abandoning the quota
system completely.

(B) The quotas are imposed under the
Margarine Act, In each State.

(9) The National Heart Foundation
has prepared many recommenda-
tions for the reduction of the in-
cidence of heart disease, amongst
which is the recommendation to
reduce the level of saturated fats
in the diet. Butter Is one form
of saturated fats together with
cooking margarine and many other
types of table margarine, apart
from the polyunsaturated type.

(10) In my opinion it Is.

19. ZOOLOGICAL GARDENS
Polar Bear Pit Fatality

Mr. GRAYDEN, to the Attorney-
General:-
(1) Why was there no public inquiry

by the coroner into the death of a
young man in the polar bear pit
at the Zoo on 23rd Apr11?

(2) Does he agree that the circum-
stances as reported raised the
question of safety in a public
place?

(3) Does he consider that a Public
inquiry should have been held?

Mr. T. 1). EVANS replied:
(1)

(2)

The Coroner decided there was no
need for a public inquiry.
and (3) These questions seek an
expression of opinion.

20. DEPARTMENT OF
AGRICUILTURE

offices at Moons
Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) Is it the intention to erect new

offices for his department at Moora
during this financial year?

(2) if so, when Is the building expected
to be commenced?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) and (2) It is Intended to proceed

to erect the new offices at Moors
as soon as loan funds can be pro-
vided.

21. NATIVS
Homsing and Available Funds

Mr. LEWIS, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Community Wel-
fare:
(1) What funds have been available

from-
(a) the Commonwealth;
(b) the State,
over the last five financial years
for-
(I housing;

(i1) other capital works;
(iii) recurrent expenditure,
for the special benefit of Aborigines
in this State?

(2) How many houses in each of the
several categories have been pro-
vided in that period?

(3) What is the total number at
Present of-
(a) conventional;
(b) standard transitional
houses in the State?

(4) What is the most recent estimated
number of Aborigines in Western
Australia?

(5) What is the estimated number of
families still requiring housing?

(6) How many of these families are
considered as qualified to occupy
a conventional house?

(7) What is the estimated cost of Pro-
viding the land and houses as In
(6) ?

(8) What plans does the Government
have to provide the housing as
indicated in (7)?
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Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:

0)
(ii)
(iii)

1967-68
$

Nil
Nil
Nil

856,581
400,477

1,709,808

1968469
$

546,639
278,361
Nil

874,714
195,362

2,090,315

1969-70
$

990,000
255,0.00

10,000

940,790
208,221

2,241,687

1970-71

1,080,000
443,700
156,300

868,915
137,972

2,444,041

1971-72
$

1,245,000
1,011,000

244,000

1,013,726
159,595

2,71 5,670

Total
$

3,861,639
1,988,081

410,300

4,554,726
1,101,627

11,202,121

(2) Conventional. 408, plus 69 under
construction at 30/6/72.
Standard transitional: 84, plus 7
under construction at 30/6/72.
Primary transitional: 45.

(3) (a) 425 (plus 69 under construc-
tion).

(b) 297 (plus 7 under construc-
tion).

(4) 29,000 persons of Aboriginal
descent as at 30/6/72.

(5) A survey of metropolitan and
urban Aboriginal populations
throughout the State which was
undertaken by the Department of
Native Welfare in January 1972
indicated that there were of the
order of 1500 families inadequately
housed and it is estimated that
approximately 200 nvew families
form each year. This does not
include Aborigines living on mis-
sions, pastoral properties, etc.
where no accurate survey has yet
been made.

(6) On the welfare and other criteria
on which the Department of
Native Welfare based its estimated
requirements for conventional
housing for Aborigines, it was
considered that approximately two
thirds of this number would need
to be provided with conventional
housing. The same criteria, how-
ever, are not necessarily appro-
priate to the requirements of the
State Housing Conhmission which
undertook the responsibility for
the urban housing of Aborigines as
from the 1st July, 1072. As yet the
Commission has not had the op-
portunity to arrange its own de-
tailed survey.

(7) $15 million, by Department of
P Native Welfare standards.

(8) Plans for providing the needs re-
ferred to are subject to the avail-
ability of finance and the rate at
which it can be realistically ex-
pended. For overall Aboriginal
housing requirements in 1972-73 a
request for $13 million has been
submitted to the Commonwealth
Government and a loan fund allo-

22.

cation on $1.5 million is being
sought as an additional State con-
tribution. The proportion to be
allocated for conventional hous-
ing can only be determined when
actual financial grants are known.

RESEARCH ASSISTANT:.
PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT

Duties
Mr. O'NEE,, to the Premier:
(1) is his research assistant, Mr. A. F.

Cant, currently engaged on any
specific inquiries?

(2) If so, what are they?
(3) If not, what are his present duties?
Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Mr. A. F. Cant, having completed

his assignment, returned to his
former duties with the Education
Department on 28th February,
1972.

23. WORKERS' COMPENSATION
Government Employees: Full Pay
Mr. O'NEIL, to the Minister for
Labour:
(1) would he advise the House of the

details of the proposal to make
up workers' compensation pay-
ments to full pay for Government
employees in receipt of workers
compensation?

(2) Has any estimate been made of the
annual cost of the proposals, and,
if so, what is the estimated cast?

(3) From what source will this extra
cost be met?

Mr. TAYLOR replied:
(1) Government salaried and wages

employees including those in Ins-
trumentalities when on workers'
compensation will have their pay
made up to 90% of their base rate
plus service pay for the Period to
1st February, 1973, and to 100%
thereafter. Payments will be
limited to a Period not exceeding
twenty-six weeks when they will
revert to Present levels.
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(2) The cost, suggested as a maximum,
is $383,286 per annum to provide
100% make up pay for wages em-
ployees, Because of adjustments
with accumulated sick pay, most
Government salaried employees,
including those in instrumentali-
ties, have for many years received
100% of their normal pay whilst
on sick leave. For this reason, a
reasonable estimate of any addi-
tional cost for Government sala-
ried employees, which would be
moderate in comparison, is not
possible at this point of time.

(3) As a charge against the respective
departments and/or Instrumenta-
lities.

24. SHERIFFS' OFFICERS
Changes

Mr. o'NEIL, to the Attorney-General;.
(1) Mre any changes proposed or in

effect relating to sheriffs and/or
sheriffs' officers?

(2) If so, would he detail the changes
and the reason therefor?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Previously the Master, Supreme

Court also was the Sheriff. From
3rd July, 1972, a full-time office
of Sheriff and Bailiff of the Dis-
trict Court was created.
Previously the Sheriff's officer
employed assistants who were re-
munerated from the fees retained
by him: none were Government
employees. Prom 14th August,
1972, the Sheriff will be responsible
for the administration and super-
vision of Sheriff'Is Officers, who will
be Government employees.
The decision to effect the change
was consequent on a survey by the
Master Into the procedures In
other States. The resignation of
the Sheriff's officer made the Im-
plementation of the change appro-
priate at this time.

25. KAPINARA SCHOOL
Footpaths

Mr. R. L. YOUNG, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the Perth City Council agreed

to provide footpaths around the
Kapinara Primary School in Styne
Road and Oban Road in City Beach
on the condition that the Educa-
tion Department meet half the
cost?

(2) If so, has the Education Depart-
ment agreed to do so?

(3) If the Education Department will
niot meet half the cost can he say
why not?

Mr. T. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Yes.
(3) Not applicable.

28 LAMB MARKETING BOARD
Commencement

Mr. STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1.) Is it correct that the Lamb Mar-

keting Board will not commence
operations until December, 1972?

(2) If "Yes" will he elucidate the
reason or reasons for this delay
as it is a much later date than
previously indicated?

Mr. H. D. EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The reasons for postponing the

date of proclamation of the Act
were the time required to establish
the procedures for handling lambs,
and the forward contracts which
had been made by exporters.

27. WOOL CARTAGE
Prosecutions by Trans port Board

Ms4. NALDER, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport:
(1) How many prosecutions were

lodged by the Transport Board
against farmers for carting wool-
(a) to Albany;
(b) to Fremantle,
for the years 1970-71 and 1971-72?

(2) What was the total amount of
fines involved?

Mr. JAMIESON replied:
(1) 1970-7t 1971-72

(a) .. . 19 3
(b) ..

(2)

28.

6 17

Total fines .. 900.00 1,160.0
Total costs ... 260.50 214.10

1,186.80 1,374.10

RAILWAYS
Interest Charges, Depreciation

and Freight Rates
Mr. MoPHARLIN, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Railways:
(1) As the railways are reported to

have shown a $12.5 million loss to
30th June, 1972, will he give the
figures for interest charges and de-
preciation for the year?

(2) Is it the Government's intention to
increase freight rates?

2020



(Tuesday, 1 August, 19721 22

Mr. MAY replied:
(1) The amount quoted was an antici-

pated loss assessed before the
financial year closed, Actual
figures will not be available for
several weeks yet; when they are
available the Information sought
by the Member will be supplied to
him.

(2) The impact of the railway finan-
cial position on the State budget
will be reviewed by the Govern-
ment when the Budget for 1972-
73 is being finalised. It would be
premature at this stage to suggest
what action, if any, is likely to be
considered.

29. COUNTRY ABATTOIRS
Levy on Meat

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government received a

submission or recommendation
that a levy calculated on the
profits and/or one cent per pound
be made on meat coming Into the
metropolitan area from country
abattoirs?

(2) If so, from what department or
other quarter has the submission
or recommendation been received?

(3) (a) If a submission or reconimen-
dntion has been received, what
decision has been made;

(b) if a decision has not been
made, when is it likely to be
arrived at?

(4) If a submission or recommendation
has been made or any move in this
direction is contemplated by the
Government or any of its depart-
ments or instrumentalities, what
is the purpose of the levy?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) to (4)- The Government has re-

ceived no recommendation con-
cerning this matter.

30. HOUSING
Naval Base Project: Consultations

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Premier:
(1) (a) Have details of the State

Government's proposal an-
nounced in The West Aus-
tralian, Wednesday, 14th
June, 1972, for a new coastal
suburb of about 3,000 homes
north of Naval Base been
finalised?

(b) Is it still intended that the
proposal proceed?

(c) if so, will he please table full
details of the proposal?

(2) (a) What consultation was there
with local authorities, Metro-
politan Region Planning Au-
thority, Environmental Protec-
tion Authority and potential
developers before the proposal
was announced?

(b) What were the views of these
authorities and any developers
consulted?

(3) What proposals have been sub-
submitted by developers in view of
the Government's announcement
that they would be asked for sub-
missions "within the next week or
two"?

(4) (a) Has the proposal been sub-
mitted to the Environmental
Protection Authority and re-
ported on by the Environmen-
tal Protection Authority?

(b) If so, what is the nature of
the report and will he table a
copy of it?

(c) If not submitted to the En-
vironmental Protection Au-
thority, why was such a sub-
mission not made and Is it
not a statutory requirement
to do this?

(5) On what authority has the Gay-
ermnent based its conviction that
the area would not be subjected
to adverse effects from the main
Kwinana industrial area?

(6) (a) What alternative area of in-
dustrial land has been made
available to compensate for
the severe reduction in the
potential of the Kwinana in-
dustrial complex?

(b) Who currently owns this
land?

(7) Has he received objections to the
scheme from any organisations.
persons or local authorities such
as the Kwinana and Rockingham
shire councils?

(8) What will be the impact of the
proposal if it proceeds on land
already subdivided and awaiting
disposai and/or home and other
buildings in the Rockingham
Shire Council?

(9) What will be the impact on the
State Housing Commission devel-
opments already undertaken and
in prospect in the Medina and
other associated towns within the
Kwinana Shire?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:
(1) (a) No.

(b) Yes, unless insuperable diffi-
culties occur.

(c) No. See (1) (a) above.
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(2) (a) The local authority has been
kept informed, as has the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority. There has been
no formal consultation with
the Environmental Protection
Authority, nor with potential
developers.

(b) The local authority and the
Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority are in favour of the
proposal, the latter having
approved rezoning of the land
from "Industrial" to "Urban".

(3) None, as the Government's an-
nouncement stipulated that con-
ditions of sale and development
would be prepared before inviting
offers from developers,

(4) (a) No.
(b) Answered by (4) (a).
(c) There is no statutory require-

ment unless requested by
the Environmental Protection
Authority.

(5) The Government is not aware of
any statement to this effect but is
aware that the Leader of the
opposition himself when in Gov-
ernment was of the opinion that
the land in question was suitable
for residential use and proposed
so to use It.

(6) (a) As the Provision of an altern-
ative area to maintain stock
of industrial land in the
metropolitan area is a long
term measure, none has yet
been made available.

(b) Answered by (6) (a).
(7) No.
(8) It is not expected there will be

any conflict between this proposal
and others in the Rockingham and
Kwlnana areas, as the Coogee
development is anticipated to be
different because of the location
and topographical advantages of
the site.

(9) Answered by (8).

31. DAMPIER ARCHIPELAGO
Report

Sir CHARLES COURT, to the Minister
for Fisheries and Fauna:
(1) Has he received the report on the

islands of Damupier Archipelago as
referred to in the Sunday Times,
18th June, 1972?

(2) If so-
(a) what action is proposed;
(b) will he table a cop~y?

Mr. BICKERTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) The report has been circulated

to relevant Government De-
partments and the Depart-
ment of Development and

D~ecentralisation has convened
an inter-departmental meet-
ing at which the subject
matter of the report was dis-
cussed. Further inspections
of the area by an inter-
departmental committee are
planned.

(b) Yes.
The report was tabled.

QUESTIONS (2): WITHOUT NOTICE
1. DAYLIGHT SAVING

Report of Committee
Sir CHARLES COURT, to the
Premier:
(1) Will he table a copy of the report

of the committee on the question
of daylight saving arising from
the Legislative Council motion
on this subject?

(2) Will he also table the submissions
made to the Government and the
committee which formed the
basis of the committee's report?

(3) (a) Was the Government's de-
cision in favour of daylight
saving based on the commit-
tee's report and recommen-
dations or was it influenced
by other information and
submissions?

(b) If influenced by submissions
and Information additional
to the report, what were the
submissions and information?

(4) (a) Is he now prepared to advise
what was the cost, if any, to
the State and to industry,
commerce, and finance insti-
tutions last year because
Western Australia did not
have daylight saving?

(b) If so, what was the amount
and how was it arrived at?

(c) If he is not prepared to dis-
close the amount, what are
the reasons for nondis-
closure?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN replied:

(1) Yes.
(2) Yes, with one exception as one

Eastern States department re-
quested that the report submitted
by it at the request of the Chief
Secretary's Department be treated
as confidential.

(3) Ca) The decision was based on the
committee's report.

(b) Answered by (3) (a).
(4) (a) to (c) Answered by (3) (a).

The papers were tabled.
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2. KWINANA-BALOA POWER LINE
Environmental Protection Report
Mr. THOMPSON, to the Minister for
Electricity:

In an interview between the
Minister for Electricity and Mr.
Garry Meadows, broadcast by
OPR on the morning of the 24th
July. 1972, he (Mr. May) stated
that the complete route of the
330 kV Power line had been sub-
mitted to the Environmental Pro-
tection Authority. According to
the transcript of the interview
the Minister said-

... their opinion was that in
the interest of the State, both
from a technological point of
view and also from an aes-
thetic and environmental
point of view, that the pres-
ent route for both lines was
acceptable.

(1) Will the Minister table the
report of the Environmental
Protection Authority which
gave rise to the statement he
made during the broadcast?

(2) On whose initiation was such
a report made?

MIV. MAY replied:
I cannot recall the full details of
the interview.
However, the reply is as follows:-
(1) Yes.
(2) Environment 2000 and Guild-

ford Grammar School.
The report was tabled.

FUEL AND POWER COMMISSION BILL
Order Withdrawn

On motion by Mr. J. T. Tonkin (Prem-
ier), order withdrawn.

SUPPLY BILL
Message: Appropsriations

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriations
for the purposes of the Bill.

Standing orders Suspension
MR. J1. T. TONKIN (Melville-Treasurer)

L5.11 p.m.): I move-
That so much of the Standing or-

ders be suspended as is necessary to
enable a Supply Bill to be introduced
without notice and passed through all
its stages in one day.

smR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) (5.12 p.m.]: It
is not my intention to oppose this motion
as the Labor Party did on one occasion
when in Opposition. However. I would

like to ask the Premier whether, if this
motion is passed, it is his intention to pro-
ceed with the whole of the Supply Bill
debate today, or does he intend to adjourn
it to a later stage which would probably be
Thursday in view of the fact that tomor-
row is private members' day.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is the Govern-
ment's intention to proceed with the Sup-
ply Bill today and tomorrow, if necessary.

Question put and passed.

Introduction and First Reading
Bill introduced, on motion by Mr. J. T.

Tonkin (Treasurer), and read a first time.

Second Reading
MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Treas-

urer) (5.15 p.m.): I move-
That the Bill be now read a second

time.
Through the agency of this measure it is
proposed to grant to Her Majesty supply of
$235,000,000 for the services of the State
in the year ending the 30th June, 1913.
The Revenue Budget and the Loan Esti-
mates for this current financial year are
now being framed and will be presented
to the House with respective Appropria-
tion Bills later in the session.

In the meantime it is essential to carry
on State services, and the Bill now before
members is for the purpose of providing
the required funds.

An issue of $200,000,000 is sought from
the Consolidated Revenue Fund, and $30,
000,000 from moneys to the credit of the
General Loan Fund. Provision is also
made in the Bill for an issue of $5,000,000
from the Public Account to enable the
Treasurer to make such temporary ad-
vances as may be necessary.

The proposed issue from the Consoli-
dated Revenue Fund is greater by $25,000,
000 than the provision in the Supply Act
of 1971. The amounts to be drawn from
the General Loan Fund and the Public
Account are the same as were provided
last year. The increased issue from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund is required to
meet a continued growth in Government
expenditure as a result of expanding ser-
vices and increased costs.

For the year ended the 30th June, 1972,
expenditure from the Revenue Fund ex-
ceeded collections by $891,000, which was
a much better result than expected when
last year's Budget was framed. In fact,
at one stage during the Year it appeared
that the budgeted deficit of $3,525,000
would be exceeded, mainly as a result of
mining revenue falling short of the esti-
mate.

However, Increased Commonwealth pay-
ments to the State and Budget savings
arising from delayed judgments on the
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national wage and State basic wage cases
resulted in the final deficit for 1971-72 be-
ing held to less than $1,000,000.

Although the cost in the last financial
year of wage and salary rises was less than
expected, it must be borne in mind that
recent increases will have a full-year im-
pact on the 1972-73 Budget, and that a
further drop in mining revenue will also
present a problem to the Government in
framing this year's Budget.

A further strain on Government re-
sources is the continuing demands for ex-
panded social services, particularly in the
fields of education, hospitals, police, and
community welfare; and although addi-
tional financial assistance to be provided
by the Commonwealth in 1972-73 will help
to meet these demands, it will be difficult
to satisfy them all.

Sir David Brand: Is there a warning to
the taxpayers in this speech?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I shall be setting
out the prospects for this financial year
in much more detail when presenting the
Budget next month, and members will
then have an opportunity to obtain any
desired information in respect of antici-
pated revenue collections and proposed ex-
penditure for 1972-73 from the Ministers
controlling the various departments. I
commend the Bill to members.

SIRt CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Leader of the Opposition) [5.19 pm.]: I
rise to speak to this Bill. I think it is
pertinent to add that this is the first
time we have had the Supply Bill at this
particular time of the session and under
these circumstances. Because the Gov-
ernment saw fit to change the time of
opening from the traditional time of late
July-early August to the beginning of the
year, we now find that the Address-in-Re-
ply is out of the way and we meet today as
a continuation of an existing session.
Therefore, we are considering the Supply
Bill under circumstances different from
those to which we are accustomed, inas-
much as the members of the Assembly do
not have the Address-in-Reply debate
available to them in order to cover all
maniner of subjects should they so desire.

It is not my intention to deal with any
Parochial matters: I want to deal with
matters of direct concern to the welfare
of the State and with matters which I con-
sider are important to the public because
of the failure of the Government effec-
tively to govern this State during the
period it has been in office.

The main function of Parliament is, in
fact, the granting of supply and the super-
vision of expenditure. Sometimes we are
inclined to forget this. I often wonder
whether we give as much thought to the
detail of the Estimates as we should. Usu-
ally when we are considering the Esti-
mates they are crowded In with a host of

other matters and with legislation which
is being forced through, and we find that
the sheer Physical factor of considering
each department usually catches up with
us before the end of the session.

However, I think it is appropriate that
I should say at this stage that the follow-
ing has been recorded very effectively by
Professor Crisp In his publication Parlia-
mentary Government of Australia:-

Power of the purse is the final hold
of the Parliament and, through it, of
the people over their Government be-
tween elections. In this matter the
Opposition in particular has a vital
role which it must be allowed full
opportunity to perform.

I would like to quote another remark of
his which is very pertinent to this Bill.
He said-

Supply is a grant of both Houses of
Parliament.

And again-
There can, at all events, be no dis-

puting the basic responsibility of
Parliament rather than the Executive
for financial control, and any depart-
ure from that position has tradition-
ally been regarded-with good cause
-as of the utmost gravity.

I think those words are hard to dispute;
but I must admit that with the effiuxion
of time there has been a tendency for
some of the powers of Parliament to be
eroded. In some cases it might be the
fault of members because they do not take
sufficient advantage of the opportunities
given to them to discuss the Estimates and
to question the Government. In other
words, in a Properly functioning Parlia-
ment the Government should be made to
earn its right of supply rather than be
handed it on a plate. We are therefore
desirous of exercising our right to expose
the failure of the Government to produce
results and to govern in a manner satis-
factory to the people.

I want to refer briefly to the fact that
there have been many recorded cases In
this Parliament in which the Opposition
of the day has used this right during the
supply debate. On occasions the Labor
Party when in Opposition has taken full
advantage of this. I well recall in 1961 that
the Labor Party actually divided the House
In an attempt to deny the then Treasurer
the right to introduce his Bill with the
type of motion we had today. That at-
tempt was not successful.

Again, in 1965 the Labor Party saw fit to
move a motion-which was considered
to be a no confidence motion under the
Procedures we followed in those days, and
they were different from those of today
where we have merely a Bill before
us--for the deletion of the sum of
$28,000,000 in that Particular Bill with a
view to inserting a lesser figure. Again.
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Members of the Labor Party were not
successful. However, at least they demon-
strated the undisputed rights of the Opposi-
tion to challenge the Government on ques-
tions of supply and to use this debate as
a medium for discussing what they felt to
be some Ineptitude, some inadequacy, some
wrongdoing, or for the purpose of some
other criticism of the Government.

I want to say quite categorically at this
stage that I believe the public are
thoroughly dissatisfied with the adminis-
tration of this Government. It is the rank
and file of the work force who understand
the Inadequacies and the shortcomings of
this Government probably more than most
people in the community. There is good
reason for this; they are the people who
feel it first. They are the people who f eel
the loss of overtime and the loss of orders
coming into the plants. They are the ones
who see the present orders being cleaned
up with no new orders taking their place.
These are the people who experience the
loss of employment and who f eel some of
the insecurity which beset this State in
the period pre-1959-60.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You are blaming the
Government for the lack of orders, are
you?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am blaming
the Government for the present unsatis-
factory situation and for the complete
lack of confidence which exists in the
community.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What about answering
the question?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do blame the
Government for the lack of orders.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What is the reason
for the lack of orders in the other States?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
will be given the reasons; he should be
patient.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: They will be interest-
ing, because there is a lack of orders in
all the other States.

Mr. Williams: What about Queensland?
Mr, J. T. Tonkin: What about Queens-

land? The same thing applies there.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The situation is

that this State of ours has the highest
degree of unemployment in Australia, and
it is no good the Premier saying that this
is beyond his control because it would not
be beyond his control if he had an ade-
quate and satisfactory Government. Of
course, we on this side would love to have
a State general election. That would be the
best way we could show our confidence in
our philosophies and the results we could
produce. Being an astute politician the
Treasurer knows that the stocks of his
party as a State Government in Western
Australia have never been lower. The latest
disclosed result of Gallup polls on this
matter-if those polls mean anything at
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all; and the Labor Party is very Quick to
seize on them when dealing with Federal
Issues-

Mr. Jamieson: A Gallup poll?
Sir CHARLES COURT: Well, some poll:

I would not be able to say whether it was
a Gallup poll or some other poll. However,
at the present time a reliable statement of
the position of the Government is that it
is battling to make 38 per cent, of the
vote.

Mr. Graham: You are thinking of Billy
McMahon.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The simple fact
is that the stocks of the Labor Party as a
State Government have never been lower,
and it seems to me-

Mr. Jamieson: Oh!

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister
for Works may laugh if he likes, but these
are the facts. The people who are con-
cerned are those about whom he
should be concerned because they are the
ones he normally claims are the tradi-
tional supporters of the Labor Party. On
the other hand, so far as the State Liberal
Party is concerned it is experiencing a
tremendous upsurge of membership, the
like of which we have not seen for years.

Mr. Jamnieson: You have two new mem-
bers, have you?

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Graham: A D.L.P. merger!
Sir CHARLES COURT: I have been in

this place long enough to know when those
on the other side have been touched on
the raw.

Mr. Jamieson: You are a "Martyr" for
your cause.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Nervous giggles!
The simple fact is that we are experienc-
ing an upsurge in membership, the like of
which we have not seen for years. This
must be really hurting those on the other
side because we are getting people who
reflect the impression and the will of the
community. They represent a broad cross-
section of people-not the so-called "big
business" section which the Labor Party Is
so anxious to throw up at us--who
thoroughly understand the predicament of
this State at the present time.

The Treasurer, when goaded about un-
employment, Is prone to refer back to a
trend in the unemployment situation In
the late 1970-early 1971 period. I do not
blame him for trying; but when we look
at the figures for January-February-
March, 1971-goodness only knows, the
Treasurer would love to get back to those
figures-we find that in spite of the fact
that they included an unprecedented num-
ber of school leavers they still make the
Present figures of this Government look
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very sick indeed, especially at this time of I go back to the point I made: even if
the year when they should be reflecting
a much better trend.

One has to look at the situation in 1970.
The Treasurer has accused me of running
away from this situation. I have not. If
he studies the situation in Western Aus-
tralia at that time he will find that the
State was under intense pressure to get
enough labour to undertake not only the
work that was being done then, but work
that was in Prospect, too.

It was usual during the life of the Brand
Government to watch this situation very
carefully in an endeavour to balance up
the work force if we Possibly could. There
were occasions when we actually encour-
aged work to be sent to other States in
order to take some of the pressure off
not only the firms but the work force,
otherwise we would have had the situation
where the work force would have to work
more overtime at a tine when it was a]-
ready working a great deal of overtime. If
he looks at the figures taken over a period
of about five years, which was the most
impressive Part of the Brand Government's
performance-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Tell us about the in-
tense pressure. Was that in 1970?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Right through.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I will give you fig-

ures to show it was not.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us look at

the figures for January and February; that
Is when the maximum impact of the school
leavers is felt. With the full impact of the
school leavers we still had a very low fig-
ure of unemployment in the State.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The figure of your
Government for February, 1970, showed a
very sharp increase, and the unemploy-
ment situation was developing before you
left office.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
throws this up just as he says that he
inherited a Door Treasury.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is a fact.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The figures for

January, February, and March of 1971
make the Present figures applying to this
Government look absolutely sick. It is no
good for the Treasurer to try to argue his
way out of this at all. Whether he takes
the figures for January and February of
1970 or 1971 it suits me quite as well, be-
cause they were the periods with' the
highest seasonal unemployment as a
result of the Inclusion of school leavers.
The fact is that the present Government
is running at the highest figure for Aus-
tralia, but I think it was about 1.6 to 1.8
per cent. In that period of ours in 1971.
Would he not love the present figures to
be at that 1971 level, which included the
full impact of the school leavers?

we accept some of the arguments of the
Treasurer that there would, of necessity, be
an increase in the unemployment figure
because of national and international
events, surely it does not mean that
Western Australia should be the worst
State in Australia in regard to unemploy-
ment, especially as it had not been the
worst In the past!

Mr. Moiler: This State had the worst
mess to get out of.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It did not. That
statement is a great indictment of the
Tonkin Government. The fact is it in-
herited a full-blooded and a well designed
programme of development from the Brand
Government.

Mr. Graham: The blood of Hancock and
Wright, that is all you are Interested In!

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Deputy
Premier wants to be his usual unpleasant
self I suggest he talk to the work force
and not to the big business fraternity with
whom he is proud to be associated In these
days. The work force will tell him what
change has taken place, how confidence
has drifted away, how they are not getting
overtime, and how their jobs are threat-
ened. He will be told how the engineering
capacity is not being used more than 65
per cent, of capacity.

Mr. Graham: We will tell you the mis-
chief you got up to In Japan.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Some of the
engineering firms claim they are working
to only 40 per cent, of capacity.

Mr. Graham: We remember a previous
overseas visit by the same gentleman.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No valid ex-
planation has been given by the Treasurer
as to why Western Australia should des-
cend from being the best to the worst
State In Australia as regards unemnploy-
ment, even if we accept that the situation
might have been influenced by the inter-
nationa] and the national events.

It is very interesting to note that in
most of the comments that have been made
by the Treasurer he has not done what his
colleagues in the Federal Parliament have
done; and that is to attack the Federal
Government as the prime cause of his un-
employment. He has tried to say that this
is something which is far beyond that. He
says it is the International situation in
which hie finds himself enveloped, and
over which he has no control.

He blames the international decline in
the mineral market and the general cut-
back in the international scene, because
of the decision by the United States of
America in August, 1971. We on this side
of the House are realistic enough not to
deny there has been some world impact
because of the August decision of the
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Americans to sort out their financial posi-
tion. On the other hand we would not
accept the statement that Western Aus-
tralia needed to slide right down the scale
because of these trends.

I turn to the position in Queensland. If
we look at that State we find it has all
the economic problems that Western Aus-
tralia has. Queensland has a large mineral
industry, a very large agricultural indus-
try, and general rural industries including
the pastoral industry. It has a compara-
tively small secondary industry. In other
words, Queensland is substantially com-
parable with Western Australia, with one
exception.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Has it no unemploy-
ment?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The one excep-
tion is that Queensland has had a very
severe history of droughts, and then an
equally severe occurrence of floods in a
number of parts of that State. In other
words, it had all the problems which West-
ern Australia could have; and it has the
same type of economy and the same vast
distances as Western Australia has. Let
us see what has happened in that State.
Queensland has had an election, and the
Liberal-Country Party Government has
been returned with a good, solid majority,
In spite of the heaviest and the hardest
political campaign ever waged against it.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Did you have a look
at the analysis of the votes cast?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, and I
looked at a comparison of those votes with
the votes cast in the previous election. The
tact remains that Queensland has been
able to maintain its employment at such
a high level that it is now having to take
active steps to try to get workers from
other States.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Will you explain why
the Commonwealth Government made a
special grant to Queensland for rural un-
employment, as it did to the other States?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, and the
Tr~easurer has not stopped moaning about
the Federal Government giving him relief
for rural unemployment, but none for un-
employment in the metropolitan area.
With all the great advocacy on decentral-
isation I thought he would be lauding the
Federal Government to the skies for mak-
Ing money available to relieve rural un-
employment.

Mr. Taylor: Can you explain the source
of your remark about the Queensland Gov-
ernment having to seek labour outside the
State, because a check with the Minister
for Labour in Queensland revealed that
the report which appeared in the news-
paper was a furphy.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact is that
Queensland is taking labour from the
other States, and it Is short of labour for

the programme that is being undertaken.
It is no use for the Minister to deny that:
and I am sure he would be very happy if
Western Australia had the same rate of
unemployment as Queensland. The Treas-
urer said that the Brand Government ex-
perienced unemployment, but that was not
at the rate of 2.8 per cent, plus. I imagine
the Treasurer is very scared to look at
the figures which will come out for July.
11 hope they are slightly better, but he seems
to me to have some foreboding about them.
Why has Western Australia gone down to
the bottom of the scale, instead of remain-
ing somewhere at the top In respect of
the employment situation?

Mr. Taylor: Western Australia was sec-
and from the bottom when we came into
office.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is significant
that for the period when we had a Labor
Government-

Mr. Taylor: At one period last year
Western Australia was at the bottom of
the scale.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -from 1953 to
1959 this State experienced periods of high
unemployment that were frequent and
consistently severe. At the time we tried to
tell the then Hawke Government that the
reason we had those problems of un-
employment with such severity was the
lack of confidence in the community, and
the type of legislation that the Govern-
ment was introducing. it was adopting
an attitude towards industry and com-
merce which was intended to scare busi-
ness and development away. We are see-
ing exactly the same pattern developing
in Western Australia today as the pattern
which existed at that time. There might
be some slight variations in emphasis, but
the facts are before us and are clearly
discernible to anyone who wants to study
them.

I turn to the performance of the Brand
Government. The Minister for Labour has
challenged the performance of the Brand
Government. In 1959 and 1960 Australia
was In an entirely different situation from
that which exists today. Then it was a
comparatively poor country when measured
against the really rich countries of the
world. It was desperately in need of ex-
Port income. A close watch was kept on
tihe Imports and exports, as well as the
balance of Payments figures, eveny month
with Just as much keeness and vigilance
as the Present State Government is hay-
ig to watch the unemployment figures

each month.

In respect of the steps which the Brand
Government took after it had given an
undertaking to the electors-that it would
restore confidence-we managed to stem
the tide and gradually got on top. It was
not easy, but it was much more difficult to
do that then than it is today. The fact
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is we did get on top of the situation, and
we went from election to election with the
position being improved progressively as
we harnessed the resources of this State.

Speaking in this debate I am given an
opportunity to raise a matter that the
Treasurer has raised in one of his com-
ments. I think it was mentioned in one
of his weekly columns, but I would not be
sure. In any event it appeared in the Press.
When I commented on It the last time, he
was not present in the House. The Trea-
surer said he had consulted his top Trea-
sury officers, and that not one of them
could identify the actions taken by the
Brand Government to defeat the very seri-
ous and disastrous credit squeeze that be-
set Australia in 1960-61. 1 defy him to
produce three senior Treasury officers at
that time to say to my face that we as a
Government did not take special action;
the fact is we did.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What action did you
take? The answer will be the proof of it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We not only did
our best to talk to every industrialist who
had something to offer in this State, but
also those in prospect from the Eastern
States. We went to eveny financial in-
stitution of standing in the community and
said that we could see the credit squeeze
coming. We told them that the State was
starting to get "off the ground", and we
asked them to stay with us during that
period. However, what we in Western
Australia wanted was merely Peanuts com-
pared With what was wanted in Australia;
but money was the key at that time.

We were a small community, and we had
not yet got to the stage of economic de-
velopment that we achieved at a later
period in our term of office. All the senior
Treasury officers knew exactly what was
done at the time, because I discussed this
matter with them. I would defy the Trea-
surer to produce three senior Treasury
officers of the time who can say to my
face that we as a Government did not
take some effective and positive action.
We did take such action on many fronts.
because it was the collective results of
doing these things seven days In the week
that achieved the desired goal and got
the wheels turning. It enabled us on
that occasion to press forward, despite the
fact that we had a limited Treasury and
we as a State were still under the Grants
Commission. We kept up the momentum
so that we could take advantage of the
great developments we were contemplat-
Ing for the later years.

The Treasurer is aware of the disen-
chantment of the public of this State.
There is no doubt about that. He was
aware of this in October, 1971, when he
sought to prorogue Parliament rather than
face a general election at that time.

Mr. Graham: Why should a Government
elected in February go to the people In
September of the same Year?

Mr. O'Neil: Because it was scared to do
so.

Mr. Graham: It had been elected to
serve three Years.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I well remember
that when we were in office and were con-
fronted with a very delicate situation no-
one felt sorry for us because we had not
run out our term. We contested an elec-
tion.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: When was this?
Sir CHARLES COURT: We contested an

election under entirely different cir'cunm-
stances from those applying to the Ascot
by-election for which Parliament was pro-
ro~gued, and of course we managed to win
that election.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Have you forgotten
the occasion when you hurriedly closed
Parliament,' because you did not want to
face a by-election? I see the member for
Cottesloe has reminded you.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Cotteslae is reminding me of a rather
amusing incident not related to this par-
ticular issue.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I am disappointed be-
cause he should tell you about that
occasion.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I gather that the
matter to which the Treasurer is referring
concerns the time when there were some
resignations by members from the State
Parliament in order that they might con-
test the Federal election.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That was the occasion.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer

cannot relate that occasion in any way to
the Ascot by-election.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Yes, I can. What you
are doing now Is to run for cover.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Mr. Speaker, the
Treasurer comes in hook, line, and sinker.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Your Government ran
for cover.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Treasurer
so desired he could have come back to Par-
liament with his problem and he could
have said that he wanted the Supply Bill
out of the way before the by-election. He
knows how far he would have got because
he did not have the numbers.

The situation is entirely different when
two men publicly state that they intend to
reLire to contest a Federal election. Nat-
urally, the Government of the day did the
sensible thing and cleaned up its business
so that the two members could contest the
election.

Sir David Brand: And they got the
approval of Parliament.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: That Is right; It
was done properly in a constitutional way.

Mr. Graham: And left the electors with-
out Parliamentary representation for
months.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I happen to have seen
a minute from the Premier of the day to
the Attorney-General of the day asking if
there was any way in which the Govern-
ment could avoid having a by-election.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not know
what that has to do with the case. That
has nothing to do with the situation in
which the Government found itself last Oc-
tober. The Treasurer knew he would not
dare go to the electors so he had his Ascot
by-election in probably the surest and
safest Labor seat. However, look at the
"dinge" we put into that, and look at the
number of people who voted for us when
the ballot boxes were identified and
checked against Previous elections. It was
not the ardent Liberals in that seat who
voted for us; it was the people who are
so-called traditionally Labor.

Mr. Graham: How would the Leadtr of
the Opposition know?

Sir CHARLES COURT: One has only to
check the ballot boxes and look at the
numbers in the final results, and compare
them with previous elections.

The next point on which I wish to touch
is the fact that the Governent, up to
now, has adopted the attitude-and got
away with It to a certain extent-of claim-
ing that it consisted of only new boys in
office. The Government claimed that most
of the problems were not of its making; it
just wanted to be given a chance. The
good old Australian saying, "Give the bloke
a go."

The Government was getting away with
this for quite a while but now it stands
exposed for what It is. It is now in Its
mid-term and no longer can It claim that
the problems are the fault of the pre-
vious Government, or are something over
which it had no control.

Mr. Graham: Get rid of Billy first and
then we will have a chance to get on with
the job.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That will be a
disappointment to the Deputy Premier.
Let me repeat: Gone are the days when
the present Government can blame every-
one but Itself for the situation which exists.
The members of the present Government
have to stand up stark naked and be
Judged.

Mr. May: I say, just a minute!

Sir CHARLES COURT: Politically speak-
Ing, of course.

Mr. Graham: Let us wait for the sum-
mer session.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let me hasten
to say that in this situation the members
of the Government would be standing
there "Politically naked".

The point I want to make is that the
credibility of this Government is severely
under challenge. AS soon as the unem-
ployment figures are published, month
after month, the Treasurer becomes des-
perate. All he can say is that he will
write to the Prime Minister-dear old
Billy; the much despised Billy. He is the
one haven in the storm.

Mr. Bertram: A poor old haven!
Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us look at a

few of my reasons for saying that the
credibility of the Government has suffered
a very severe 'dinge" and, In fact, why the
credibility of the Government has been
very severely tarnished. I will refer, first
of all, to finance. Not long after the
Treasurer took office he tried to blame the
state of the Treasury. He had made pro-
mises with no regard for the financial as-
pect, and the practicability of keeping
those promises. They were quite reckless.
In the phrase of the gambler, "he went
for broke," in a desperate bid to become
the Premier of this State. He eventually
managed to woo the electors into voting
for him. However, having got there the
Premier was placed in the predicament
of having to live up to what he had pro-
mised.

He immediately challenged the state of
the Treasury. I suppose there have been
more unfair comments made by him on
this subject than on any other with which
he has dealt. If ever a Government in-
herited a well-managed Treasury, the
Tonkin Government did.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: My word, the Leader
of the Opposition has a great Imagination.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have not only
a good imagination, but a very good mem-
ory.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Then it has failed
You badly.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I well remem-
ber the situation with which we were con-
fronted in 1959 when we came into office.
and when we were a claimant State. I
remind the House that during the life of
the Brand Government not only was the
Treasury so very well managed-and it
was in a very sound condition at the time
it was handed over to the present Gov-
ernment-but during that era we made
history and went out of the claimant status.
No-one ever thought that within a period
of 30 years this State would get out of
the claimant status. We were able to do
that in a period of a few years because
of the programme we undertook.

Having got out of the status of being a
claimant State the Treasurer of the day
now has greater scope for Imagination in
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the disbursement of Treasury funds and
the finances of this State. We find that
when the Treasurer was placed in a rather
desperate situation he came out with some
most extraordinary figures. I could not
believe that he made up the figures him-
self.

Mr. J. T, Tonkin: The figures I used
were supplied by the tinder-Treasurer.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I ask the
Treasurer to listen for just a moment.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: There is no need to
listen.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I could not be-
lieve that the Treasurer would use some
of the figures he quoted, certainly not on
the advice of the Under-Treasurer. I am
not questioning the arithmetic, but the
method by which the figures were put for-
ward to the public.

It will be recalled that at one stage the
r'reasurer said there would be a deficit of

.some $34,000,000 or $35,000,000. However,
he knew he would not have such aL high
deficit because he was on the verge of
attending a Premiers' Conference where
these matters are sorted out. It was not
very long afterwards that the deficit fig-
ure was reduced to some $12,000,000. Then,
on a memorable occasion when there was
a disagreement between the then Treasu-
rer-now the Attorney-General-and the
Premier it was reported at the Premiers'
Conference that they did not seem to agree
whether the deficit would be $12,000,000
or $6,000,000. There was some argument
as to whether the deficit would be as low
as $5,000,000. I quote the figures to demon-
strate what took place.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: The Leader of the
Opposition Quotes them from what?

Sir CHARLES COURT: From the re-
ports and comments, which have never
been repudiated by the Treasurer. These
figures have actually appeared in The
West Australan, and also In the DalyZ
News. If the Treasurer wants them I am
quite happy to give him the references.
This argument went on between the Prern-
ier and the then Treasurer.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Those comments
never appeared at all.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They were re-
ported at the public session. What hap-
pened, of course, is that the estimated de-
ficit went down from $34,000,000 to
$12,000,000 and then down to $5,000,000 or
$6,000,000. There did not seem to be any
agreement as to whether the deficit would
be $5,000,000 or $6,000,000. The next step
was that the Budget was introduced allow-
ing for a $3,500,000 deficit.

We have also to remember that during
the life of this present Government it
has had more help from the Common-
wealth Government than any other West-
ern Australian State Government has ever

had. In fact we have only to refer to the
speech made by the Treasurer tonight.
At page 3 he stated as follows:-

In fact, at one stage during the year
it appeared that the budgeted deficit
of $3,525,000 would be exceeded main-
ly as a result of mining revenue fall-
ing short of the estimate.

However, increased Commonwealth
payments to the State and Budget
savings arising from the delayed judg-
ments on the national wage and State
basic wage cases resulted in the final
deficit for 1971-72 being held at less
than $1,000,000.

I invite the attention of the House to the
fact that we started off with the public
statement that we would have a deficit of
$34,000,000. then $12,000,000, and then
$5,000,000 or $6,000,000, finishing up with
the final presentation to this House of an
estimate of $3,525,000. However, expendi-
ture from the Revenue Fund exceeded
collections by $891,000.

We are now going through the same
thing again. This year we are having the
same theme. The Treasurer talked about
a deficit of $26,700,000, and it was not very
long before it was down to $10,800,000. He
is now talking about $5,000,000 or
$6,000,000 deficit. We also find that in
giving that estimate the Treasurer said he
hoped to achieve the $5,000,000 or
$6,000,000 deficit without having to raise
taxes or charges.

The Treasurer had barely made that
statement before we found that abattoir
charges had been put up with a great
big wallop. Within 48 hours we found
th at the Fremantle Port Authority
charges were to be Increased. There were
no half-way measures. However, in his
political column the Treasurer had the
temerity to make some caustic comments
about my colleague, the Deputy Leader of
the Country Party, because he Questioned
these matters. Of course, the Deputy
Leader of the Country Party was right to
Question them, because the Increase was
not just 5 per cent, or 10 per cent., but over
20 per cent.

Mr. H. D. Evans: He questioned the
fact that the Government proposal was
well accepted.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to get on
to another phase of our criticism of the
Government, because it Is another aspect
of its credibility, and refer to develop-
ment. The question we pose is: What
has gone into the pipeline in the 18
months, approximately, during which time
the Government has been in power? We
just cannot Identify a thing. The Govern-
ment has become mesmnerised with pretty
speeches and official openings. Goodness
knows, the names of the present Ministers
appear on more plaques than do the names
of any previous Ministers in this State.
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I cannot recall one thing which the pre-
sent Government initiated. It is foaling
nobody; it Is not fooling anybody at all.

Mr. O'Neil: The Present Government
started the Ord River project, didn't it?

Mr. Taylor: We started the Freeway,
too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is important
that we remind the Government of this
situation because history is repeating itself.
During the life of the Hawke Government
It inherited a number of projects on which
a tremendous amount of work had been
done by the MeLarty Government. I refer
to such ventures as the BP Refinery, an~d
I hope the present Minister for Labour is
listening.

Mr. O'Neil: The Deputy Premier knows.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The BP Refinery

reflected tremendous credit on the MeLarty
Government, and particularly on Mr.
David Brand, as he was, and on Sir Russell
Dumas. They literally pulled that venture
out of the fire and managed to get it for
Western Australia. It was a breakthrough.
They then negotiated Cockburn Cement,
which not only provided a new industry
but resolved the cement problems in this
State.

They also had the B.H.P. rolling mill pro-
ject negotiated at Ewinana, and it so hap-
pened that a change of Government took
place, as fate has it in these matters, and
as we are seeing at the present time. The
new Government had all the satisfaction
of opening these installations. 11 think it
was mesmerised and got the impression
that these things grow on trees.

The present Government is not putting
anything into the reservoir so that the
pipeline will continue to flow.

Mr. Graham: Like opening the Serpen-
tine Dam and the Narrows Bridge. You
people did that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We did.
Mr. Graham: Who was responsible for

them?
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Deputy

Premier refers to the opening of the Nar-
rows Bridge. Let me say that when the
Narrows Bridge was opened no-one could
have paid a more generous tribute to his
predecessor than did the then Premier,
Sir David Brand.
- Mr. Graham: When BP was opened no-
one could have made a mare generous tri-
bute than that made by Mr. Hawke to Sir
David Brand.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am speaking
of the Narrows Bridge. The Premier said
if he could relive his life there would be no
Narrows Bridge and no reclamation; that
he would not have filled it in, and If he
could reverse It he would do so.

Mr. Graham: He favoured the bridge,
but not all the filling In of the river.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I
how there can be a Narrows
there is no Narrows. I will
pass.

do not know
Bridge when
let that one

I believe a competent Government
which bad the confidence of investors and
developers would be encouraging the
people of this State to build against the
Inevitable world demand that will take
place. I remember-I think it was in the
last Part of the 1971 session-answering
several questions by interjection from the
member for Pilbara regarding my views
on the future needs of the world, and
whether the Prospects were as gloomy as
they might appear. I made the categorical
statement that I did not believe we needed
to be gloomy and I believed that
the demand would always be up-
wards; from time to time there would be
little dips but the movement would always
be upwards, and any Government worth
its salt would be out negotiating for con-
struction against the inevitable world de-
mand that will take place. I say quite
categorically that within 18 months, or
two years at the most, the world will be
short of everything for which Western
Australia has excess capacity at the pres-
ent time.

Mr. Hartrey: Have the capitalists given
up having depressions?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That is com-
pletely irrelevant. It is the Government's
job to read these signs, not days ahead but
months and even years ahead, aend be able

to generate the confidence of the People
so that they will undertake the necessary
building. It usually takes at least 2* years
and sometimes longer to build these estab-
lishments. They should be ready by the
time the demand occurs. That Is what I
mean by confidence.

Mr. Taylor: You were in Government
21 years ago. What Is coming through
now?

Mr. Graham: An absolute void.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let me answer
the Minister for Labour. We anticipated
the demand and produced the capacity
for it. We were in the process of negotia-
ting for new establishments. I say quite
categorically that had we remained in
offie the negotiations for a huge tonnage
steel industry in Western Australia would
have been completed by last October.

Mr. Graham: Tommy rot
Mr. May: Show us the particulars on

the file.
Sir CHARLES COURT: They are there.

Mr. May: They are not.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They ame there
unless someone has stolen them.

Mr. Graham: You are so inflated with
your own ego You would say anything.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: I have previ-
ously challenged the Government to let me
have access to the Papers so that I could
produce them.

Mr. Graham: Of course you cannot.
Exactly the same officers are there today.
What mischief did you do in Japan re-
cently?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have tried to
repair some of the damage the Govern-
ment did under the Amax agreement.

Mr. Graham: We remember when you
went overseas about 15 years ago and what
you did to Western Australia. You rub-
bished Western Australia all over the
world.

Sir CHARLES COURT: That Is untrue.
I was not abroad 15 years ago. I will come
back to this question. I have a
note to deal later on with some of
the Deputy Premier's comments. I
well remember when he sat on this
side and accused the then Premier
and me of being interested only in dining
with Japanese millionaires. He cannot find
these millionaires fast enough now. He is
cringing and crawling to them saying,
"Please come and do something in my
State to get me out of my problem. Let
me do something better than Charlie Court
did."

Mr. Graham: Have you any evidence of
them?

Sir CHARLES COURT: He likes to get
near the capitalists he despises and have
a meal with them. It is very laughable,
pathetic, and tragic.

If we were in Government at the pre-
sent time we would not be content with
the situation that exists, with such a large
amount of idle skilled capacity in the
work force and In the engineering estab-
lishments. We would be out trying
to do everything we could in con-
junction with these companies-not
taking them over-to obtain export
orders. We have come a long way
in engineering skills in a decade. one
has only to see some of the installations
on the wharves in the north, in the mines,
at Kambalda, and at Ewinana. At Fre-
mantle one can see the most magnificent
cargo crane in the world. it was built in
Western Australia. Eleven of them have
been built in Western Australia and have
been sent even as far as New Zealand.

We developed great expertise in these
firms by encouragement, not by wanting
to take them over as the State Executive
of the A.L.P. is telling the Government it
should do.

Mr. Davies: What have we taken over?
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Govern-

ment has its instructions. I will come to
that in a minute.

Mr, Davies: You do not want me to read
the file on laundries, do you?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, we do. I
will mention that later on.

Mr. Davies: I will be happy if you do.
Mr. Hutchinson: Read the part that was

written when I was the Minister for
Health.

Mr. Davies: it will show you up as a lot
of meddlers.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: It showed us up

as not wanting to take the bread out of
the mouths of some people.

Mr. Davies: This is the diatribe we get.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to revert

to the idle capacity. We have idle capacity
in manpower and in engineering work-
shops.

Mr. O'Neil: And 12 idle Ministers.
Mr. May: There must be an easier way

to make a quid.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Instead of a

positive effort to obtain work for these
firms in the Eastern States and overseas,
where these firms are cap able of competing
with the best in the world, and helping
them with freight and that type of thing;
and instead of putting people on the dole,
what do we find? The Government is being
challenged left, right, and centre, and even
by its own supporters in the A.L.P., about
work going out of this State. I have never
received so many inquiries about the rea-
son for work going out of this State as I
have received in the last few weeks. The
Minister for Electricity has written a letter
to thc T.L.C. or the State Executive of the
A.LP. about pylons. No-one in his right
mind would accept the statement that this
State cannot build pylons, when he looks
at some of the structures that have been
built here by local engineering firms. One
argument given was that we could not do
galvanising here. I would be amazed if that
were so.

Mr. May: That Is strange. The previous
Government arranged for them to be gal-
vanised outside Western Australia.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It did not.
Mr. May: It did. It arranged for the

pylons to be galvanised outside Western
Australia.

Mr. O'Neil: How long ago?
Mr, May: You were in office 12 years

ago.
Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister has

hit on the very point I want to make. It
is very important. This is where the pre-
sent Government is. falling down. There
was a time when we had in this State
more work than we could cope with and
it was necessary for some mining work,
as well as Government work, to be done
outside the State. Western Australia
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helped to drag South Australia out of a
depression when the Dunstan Government
was first in office. We cannot get this
argument across.

There was a recent argument about
bridge work that was done outside
the State. Admittedly, some of it
had to be done in Western Aust-
ralia with Western Australian man-
power, but it left a nasty taste in the
mouths of many people. The question
about pylons has not been satisfactorily
answered. I would have thought the Gov-
ernment would want to come back to the
public quickly and explain how it will re-
trieve those orders.

Mr. May: No orders for pylons have been
let since I have been in office.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I know, but the
fact Is the Government supporters are very
uneasy that these orders will be let outside
Western Australia, and they will be unless
action is taken.

Mr. May: It is not a bad thing for every-
one to be uneasy. Everyone wants the
work to be done in Western Australia.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We have not had
a word from the Government to say that
work will not leave this State. In a time
of excess capacity there is no part of that
work that we could not do on our ears in
Western Australia.

Mr. May: No-one has denied that.

Sir CHIARLES COURT: But why has the
Government not come out and said the work
would not go out of this State?

Mr. May: Tenders are not to be called
until the end of this year.

Sir CHARLES COURT: One of the bases
on which tenders were to be called was
that the work would be on a design and
construction basis. In some respects that
could disqualify some Western Australian
firms that do not have that type of design
capacity. They can construct anything
but they do not have the design capacity.
I am referring specifically to the State
Electricity Commission work. In the inter-
ests of keeping this work in Western Aust-
ralia the S.E.C. should engage a compe-
tent firm to Prepare the design, on which
Western Australian firms could tender. I
do not know of any job in Western Aust-
ralia at the present time that is so involv-
ed that local firms could not compete. I am
not suggesting local firms should get the
contract on a plate, regardless of cost. I
am not suggesting they should have it on a
cost-plus basis. I abhor that type of work.
That is not a desirable way to build up a
competent engineering industry. How-
ever, there are ways and means of ensuring
that the Prices tendered for these jobs are
competitive. Above all, let us make sure
local firms are given a priority in oppor-
tunity to tender.

I am sorry the Treasurer Is not here at
the moment. At a public function at which
he was speaking a few nights ago, I was
taken aback, as were many people, when
he referred to the fact that some of this
expertise did not exist In Western Aus-
tralia. By inference he was referring to
some of the work which was under
criticism because it might leave the State.
I and all those present were amazed that
this statement should have been made. I
know of no engineering work-apart from
the highly specialised work Involved in en-
gines and so on-that cannot be done
successfully in Western Australia. It is
no wonder the T.L.C. and the State Execu-
tive of the A.L.P. are starting to question
the Government about this particular mat-
ter.

On occasions we found we had an ex-
cess of work in Western Australia and,
through a series of negotiations with in-
dustry, much of that excess work was al-
lowed to leave the State, but never at the
cost of lull employment in the State. When
on occasions things might have started to
slow down a little, as they did between
major contracts, we often had very close
consultation with the industrialists on the
Projects concerned to work out ways and
means of ensuring that the work stayed
in Western Australia. I repeat that I do
not suggest a cost-plus basis, which is the
worst way I know of to develop an effic-
ient industry. But there are yardsticks that
can be used, particularly when inter-
national consultants are available and we
can be sure of getting value for money. I
want the Government to come out and say
categorically it will take the sort of ac-
tion necessary so that the work will not
leave Western Australia.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I had reached
the stage in my comments of referring to
the concern being expressed by supporters
of the Government such as the Trades and
Labor Council and the A.LP. State execu-
tive about the threat of work leaving this
State unnecessarily. I was hoping that the
Government would make some very defi-
nite statements to assure the work force as
well as the public that no work will leave
this State unnecessarily. I believe that In-
sufficient testimony has been forthcoming
from the Government about its efforts to
try to ensure that the maximum amount of
work within sensible limits is retained in
this State. Surely this is the great chal-
lenge of the present time. Even tonight we
have reports of engineering firms telling
the Industrial Commission that some of
them have over 60 per cent, surplus capac-
ity. Some have less than that but all of
these firms have some surplus capacity at
the Present time. And it is an efficient
surplus, both in the work force Itself and
in the workshop equipment.
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There is a tendency to assume that the
solution to all these problems will only
come from giant projects which will trigger
off investments of tens of millions of dol-
lars in each particular project. Of course,
this is not the real position. Negotiations
must take place on all fronts and it is the
little fish which are sweet, particularly in
times like these. We have been through it
all so many times in this State and we
have found that it is the small industrial-
ists who come to our aid at this time. Per-
haps they employ only 10, 20, or 30 People.
out If they have the initiative they are the
people we want.

I come back to the comments I made
about expertise. We have this tremendous
expertise in our engineering works just
waiting to be exploited. I would like to
see some of the Ministers or senior mem-
bers of the Government going abroad. They
could help to open doors which need to
be opened to use some of this surplus
capacity. Such a step would have a last-
ing benefit--it not only deals with the
present situation but it builds into oiir
economy a greater diversity of production.
This was one of our objectives-to keep
open the doors and diversify to take ad-
vantage of every opportunity. No-one
wants to be beholden to the major in-
dustries for construction work for ever
and a day. However, this is the future of
Western Australia for a long time hence;
because even if we look at some of the
public statements made by the Ministers
themselves it is quite obvious that for the
next generation at least this State must
be the subject of a continuing construc-
tion programme of a major nature, if we
are to unlock some of the important re-
sources of this State.

It is true that once a project is finished it
will only use as a permanent work force
about one-sixth to one-third of the work
force which was used on construction.
Nevertheless, if the projects are properly
phased the work force can move from one
project to another.

I will hark back to something I said
a little earlier than I anticipated because
of an interjection by the Minister for
Mines. I still believe, as do many of my
colleagues here, that the Government
threw away the greatest bargaining
strength it had in the Pilbara and frag-
mented Its opportunities, Apparently the
Government decided in its wisdom that
that was the way to do it. We believe
It was the wrong way. We believe this
was the Government's trump card-the ace
it held if it was going to negotiate with
huge international corporations to Produce
large tonnages of export steel with a maj or
plant in Western Australia. But what do
we find? In spite of the proving of pro-
digious quantities of fuel-the key element
in any economic growth-the Government
has only negotiated one agreement from
a standing start. The Government Pre-

sented the Rhodes Ridge agreement to
this Parliament with a very perfunctory
Processing commitment in spite of the
fact that there was a huge reserve of fuel
to be harnessed right on the spot.

I do not know what has happened to
that agreement. But no doubt in due time
the Government will let the Opposition
knew, as it promised to do before it signed
the agreement, what has been the result
of the Government's re-examination of
the processing commitments in that
agreement in the light of our criticism.

We come now to another question and
that is the hesitancy which has been
generated in respect of the Amax project
at Mitchell Plateau. I must admit I got
the shock of my life when I read the
Deputy Premier's comments in the after-
noon and morning newspapers. The
Deputy Premier talked about the Japanese
Playing the game tough. Of course one
does not use this type of expression when
one is dealing with people who are trying
to get the facts of their peculiar situation
across to the public and the Government.
I do not know whether the Deputy Pre-
ruler is aware of the fact that this mes-
sage was in New York on teleprinters the
next day. What must this do to people
who are thinking of investing in Western
Australia? Does the Deputy Premier think
he can make these statements In isolation?

Mr. Graham: You need not worry about
investments in Western Australia, What
You did in messing up the Pilbara stands
to Your eternal disgrace. You had every-
body fighting with everybody else and you
were doing nothing.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The arrogance
of the Deputy Premier will be his undoing.

Mr. Graham: There is nothing in the
Pipelines now because of the situation you
created.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is the big-
gest development of its kind in the world
today.

Mr. Graham: Nobody could negotiate
with anyone else because of You and your
hatred of Hancock and Wright.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Here is the
Deputy Premier again with a lot of his
tripe. The fact is that the Brand Govern-
mnent had the performance.

Mr. Graham: You had nothing of the
kind.

Sir CHARLES COURT: There was no
railway there, no town, and no port. To-
day all these facilities are there and work-
ing because of the Brand government. it
has the biggest pellet Plant outside North
America nearing completion.

Mr. Graham: Everything was stopped
because of Your attitude. Nobody could ne-
gotiate with anyone else.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: Here the Deputy
Premier and the Treasurer are saying the
world has slowed down and does not want
these products any more. Then they say
this area was brought to a halt because of
us. That is absolutely laughable. Some of
the speeches the Deputy Premier made in
that area have made the people laugh.

Mr. Graham: That is what you think.

Mr. O'Nel: They have stopped laughing
up there now since you became the Gov-
ernment.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Let us return to
the Mitchell Plateau project which I be-
lieve the Deputy Premier was ill-advised to
comment on In the way he did. In this
type of case when one of the partners runs
into difficulties the Government must get
alongside them to assist or attempt to get
somebody to replace them. That is the way
to do At. We did this and the Deputy Prem-
ier may find out one day that this is
what he should have done. But what do we
find? We pick up this morning's paper and
find cut from Comrade Marks what is to
be done at Mitchell Plateau and Pin-
jarra. The Minister dutifully comes along
today and gives notice of a Bill-presum-
nb'y that has something to do with it.
But Comrade Marks had to tell us. It is a
pathetic record-the Government just
waiting, like Micawvber, for something to
turn up.

Before I conclude I would like to refer
to-

Mr. Graham: Will you give us the bene-
fit of what your friend, Comrade Marks,
said?

Mr, O'Connor: You stood on the steps of
Parliament House with him.

Sir CHARLES COURT: He stood outside
Parliament with the Deputy Premier as he
was laying the law down. in this morning's
paper he said to the public that he had
spoken to the Premier and he indicated
that negotiation was taking place with
Alcoa for some development at Pinjarra.

Mr. Graham: We have been having talks
with companies all the time, of course.

Sir CHARLES COURT: So the Deputy
Premier should be; but why should Com-
rade Marks make these statements for the
Government?

Mr. Graham: He has not been making
these statements for the Government. I be-
lieve you are thinking of Commodore
Marks.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would now like
to get on to the legislation of the Govern-
ment and that which it proposes, all of
which further adds to the Government's
lack of credibility, the undermining of the
confidence of the people, and the under-
mining of the reputation of the Govern-
ment and of this State. Let us not forget

that when the confidence of the people
and the reputation of the Government are
undermined, the State itself is Injured.

We have before us a Bill dealing with
prices control. I know that the Minister
for Labour has been going around telling
people with honeyed words that they need
not be frightened about this; however,
when they read the Bill they certainly
will be frightened.

Mr. Taylor: Don't you think they have
read it?

Sir CHARLES COURT: This is simply
the 1953-1959 business all over again.

Mr. Graham: if they be frightened, that
merely shows the need for the Bill.

Mr. Taylor: The Chamber of Commerce
said it will accept it-

Sir CHARLES COURT: That will be the
dsy.

Mr. Bertram: Are you in favour of ex-
cessive prices?

IMvr- O'Neil: Has the member for Mt.
Hawthorn read the Bill?

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the member
for Mt. Hawthorn, with all his legal train-
ing, has read the Bill and passed it, I
would like him to say so publicly. If he
admits publicly that he approves of the
Bill he will give us a trump card.

Mr. O'Neil: Every principle the Labor
Party has ever stood for is destroyed In
that Bill.

Sir CflARTS COURT: I will conclude
my comments on the prices control Bill now
because we will have much to say about it
later.

Mr. O'Neil: I'll say.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I conclude on

the note that the Bill reflects the mentality
and the obsession of the Government with
regard to industry and commerce.

Then we have the State Government
insurance Offie Act Amendment Bill.
What a great Bill to bring down when the
Government is trying to bring capital into
the State and trying to encourage private
enterprise! Then, of course, we had the
threat to General Motors-Holden when It
was forced into closing down Its Mosman
Park plant.

Mr. Graham: That was another Court
tragedy.

Sir CHARLES COURT: No-one should
ever have said about that company what
the Treasurer said about it, especially if
one is endeavouring to woo industry to the
State.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Was the company
threatened?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
virtually threatened it.

Mr, J. T. Tonkin: No, I did not. Where
is your proof?
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Sir CHARLES COURT: My proof is
what the Treasurer said in the paper.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is all very well.
That is your style over and over again.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am stating
facts which are true.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Simply assertions,
without proof at any stage.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It will indeed be
Interesting if the Treasurer ever answers
my questions about General Motors-
Holden. The Treasurer was threatening
a company-

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I was not threatening
anybody.

Sir CHARLES COURT: -and one does
not do that sort of thing when one is try-
Ing to encourage industry to come to this
country.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: If you keep on saying
it for long enough you will believe it your-
self,

Sir CHARLES COURT: of course, I
happen to have the benefit of having been
in Opposition in this Parliament once be-
fore, and I learnt a lot then.

Mr. Graham: That is your proper place.
too.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I learnt a lot
about the Treasurer and the Deputy
Premier. I have seen them in action under
these circumstances before, and I knew
exactly what to expect when we became
the Government and also when we came
back into Opposition. The way they are
interjecting tonight seems all so familiar.
I went through this once before when they
were trying to break me down.

I now want to touch on the question of
environmental protection.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I would have thought
you would leave that alone.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We assisted the
Government with its legislation. We said
our piece at the time; but I still believe
that the way the Brand Government went
about it originally was the right way. How-
ever, I want to say that even at this late
stage-and this again is something that
undermines confidence In, and the cred-
ibility of, the Government-the Govern-
ment has not yet informed us or industry
of the guidelines under which industry can
function under the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority. I have been unable to as-
certain why the Environmental Protection
Council was not consulted In respect of
the Pacmlnex Project. There must have
been a reason for It. But no-one will tell
us who were the authorities who advised
the Environmental Protection Authority in
regard to the report which it eventually
produced.

Mr. Davies: What was the direction from
Parliament on this question?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not ques-
tioning the report. We want to know,
and industry wants to know, what were
the criteria upon which the Environmental
Protection Authority made its findings.
They should be made public in the interests
of the E.P.A. itself.

Mr. Davies: What was the direction from
Parliament on this question inserted by
your party in the Legislative Council?

Sir CHARLES COURT: That the Gov-
ernment was not to sign the agreement
until It received a report from the E.P.A.

Mr. Davies: No, from the Director of the
Environmental Protection Authority. At
that time the authority had not been
appointed.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just a minute.
The Minister should look at it again.

Mr. Davies: I will.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Environ-
mental Protection Council was in exis-
tence, and it could have advised the direc-
tor, but it was not consulted.

Mr. Davies: It was not In existence, It
was disbanded.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Do not start
splitting straws. The Government, having
received an adverse report, was entitled
to say that the project was not on. I am
not questioning that at all, I am asking for
the criteria upon which the report was
based to be stated publicly so that in-
dustry knows what it is competing with
when It comes to working out whether or
not to establish an Industry.

Mr. Davies: Industry can approach the
council or the director at any time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The next point
I would like to touch on in connection
with the credibility of the Government is
the Peculiar situation which exists between
the State Government of the day, the
T.L.C., and the A.L.P. One could list ex-
ample after example in which the Gov-
ernment has been subject to direction by
an outside body which is not elected by
the electors of this State. I make this
comment: When Mr. Chamberlain was
asked about this on television he made
no bones about It; he said that when the
public elected a Labor Government they
knew the rules-that those on the oppo-
site side are in fact bound by their pledge
to do as they are told by the State
Executive of the A.L,..

Mr. Bertram: Don't tell me the Liberals
are not bound.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We are not. If
the member for Mt. Hawthorn reads the
Papers he would know that at the last
Liberal Party conference when certain
motions were passed even the Press with-
out Prompting said that the decisions did
not bind parliamentary members. We may
or may not agree with them, but we do
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not have our heads chopped off If we do
not obey them.

Mr. Graham: You reserve that for or-
ton and Steele Hall.

Sir CHARLES COURT: To take two
examples: The Government was dithering
about the Pacminex agreement, but the
State Executive came out and said. "You
will not sign that until it has been to the
Environmental Protection Authority."

Mr. Jamieson: You were onside with
them that time.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It so happened
that our views coincided, but it was a
question of an outside body directing the
Government. The Government was direc-
ted not to sign the agreement.

Then we had the case of the T.L.C. and
the economic submission. Mr. Coleman is
quite emphatic that he directed that a
new submission be made to the Industrial
Commission.

Mr. T. D. Evans: He did not make a
submission.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It does not
matter how much the Attorney-General
twists this question around; either he is
accusing Mr. Coleman of telling a lie, or he
is accusing his Treasurer of telling a lie.
He just cannot win on this.

I want to come back to another case
involving the power and the influence of
the State Executive of the A.LP. over the
Government. I refer to the announcement
about Gary Cook. The Premier said that
the AL.P. was entitled to have the letter
and to make the announcement. I do not
think it was. The Treasurer had a res-
ponsibility to tell the public. If he had
allowed the usual period of grace-say a
day or two-after the A.L.P. received the
letter then, of course, it would be fair
enough to tell the public. But it was
quite wrong for the public to find out
about it from Mr. Chamberlain. It was
also wrong for the public to hear from
Comrade marks this morning regarding
the negotiations in respect of Amex and
Alcoa.

Mr. JTamieson: of course, we have diffi-
culties because we allow the Press Into our
meetings. You have no difficulties because
you meet in secret.

Mr. O'Nell: Is Marks a member of the
A.LP. Executive?

Mr. Jamieson: That Is another matter'
that was in the Premier's office, and it Is
another matter.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I go on now to
another matter-something which further
destroys the credibility of the Government
and undermines the confidence of the
People.

There
between
and the

is this vendetta. that is going on
the State Executive of the ALP.
Police. Even in this morning's

issue of The West Australian there Is an-
other report which is trying to keep the
vendetta going. I notice that Senator
Wheeldon Is now Jumping on the band-
wagon because he was reported as saying
that we have a magnificent Police Force.
but after one reads the motion that was
proposed one can see the objective behind
such a, statement. We owe a great deal
to the police in this State and we must
have a good and efficient Police Force in
Western Australia If the community at
large is to enjoy any peace or harmony.

I now wish to deal with another point
that has not been satisfactorily explained
to the people. I am referring to the trans-.
fer of the Town Planning portfolio from
the Minister for Development and Decen-
tralisation to the Minister for Health. At
the time it was very carefully Put that the
then Minister wished to be relieved of the
Town Planning portfolio, but the Treas-
urer must have known of the unhappiness
that existed In many local authorities be-
cause of the actions of the Minister for
Town Planning at that time.

Mr. Graham: I bet the Treasurer did
not know that!

Sir CHARLES COURT: He should have
known; everyone else did.

Mr. Graham: There was no occasion for
him to know.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Many local
authorities know of the decisions that were
made by the Deputy Premier and the
Minister for Local Government purely on
the ground of expediency and economic
factors in their desperate attempts to over-
come some of the unemployment in this
State.

Mr. Graham: Would you like to quote
a few examples?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Not at this mo-
ment, but we will in due course.

Mr. Graham: I would be delighted if
You would.

Mr. O'Neil: I have given notice of some
questions which I intend to ask and they
will appear on tomorrow's notice paper.

Sir CHARLES COURT: We will come
UP With some nice little cases in the next
few months.

Mr. Graham: We have heard all about
your cases and plans, but all we have
had are words, words, and no plans.

Mr. O'Neil: We had many plans.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Still speaking
on the theme on the Goverrnent's lack
of credibility and the jack of confidence
in the Government among members of
the community, I now wish to refer to
some of the contradictions that have
been made following certain statements
made by the Government. There is the
sex shop, the casino, the greyhounds,
and the homosexual legislation. If we
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take notice of the initial utterances of
the Treasurer on these matters, he came
forward with a very brave front and he
got marks for that.

Mr. T. D. Evans: What kind of
..marks"?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Not Comrade
Marks. Following such statements, one
day passes, two days pass, three days
pass, and then the wheels start turning
and the State Executive of the A.L.P.
gets busy. Then we find that a denial
of the previous statement is wade. I was
completely convinced that we would not
have a sex shop, a casino, greyhounds, or
homosexual legislation.

Mr. May: You did not know which way
to turn.

Sir CHARLES COURT: However, when
we pick up this morning's issue of The
West Australian we find the following
report:-

Mr. Chamberlain, in a written note
on the executive's agenda sheet, said
Mr. Tonkin had told him that a
question on homosexuality was put
to him without warning.

Of course, that is the fate of all of us.
As one walks out the door of this Chamber
the Press is waiting outside because the
last thing reporters want to do Is to give
any warning. They reckon they get the
best answers when a member of Parlia-
ment does not have any warning. The
Press report continues--

Mr. Tonkcin had said that at the
time lie was not aware that the State
conference had reached a decision on
the matter.

As a consequence, be had reacted
from his own personal attitude to the
question.

The executive accepted Mr. Tonkin's
explanation but urged implementation
of the conference decision as soon as
the Glovernment could fit such a
change into its legislative programme.

In other words, it does not matter what
Mr. Tonkin, the Premier, thinks; as head
of the A.L.P. he has to do what the State
Executive of the A.L.P. tells him. Regard-
less of his personal feelings on any subject
-with which we sympathize-the fact of
the matter is that he has to do what he
is told.

Mr. Graham: There will be no one-man
dictatorship while the Labor Government
is in office. You espouse a one-man
dictatorship. You ignore your own politi-
cal party. You have said that tonight.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Deputy
Premier has at last unwittingly paid us a
compliment.

Mr. Graham: You do it in your own
party room in this building.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will now speak
of another matter in regard to which the
credibility of the Government has been
undermined, and the confidence of the
State has been undermined. I have vivid
recollections of the Deputy Premier's visit
to Albany where he made the statement
that a $1,000,000,000 steel project may be
established. He also hinted that the in-
dustry might go to Geraldton or "K"I.

Mr. Graham: He said nothing of the
sort! He said he was endeavourinig to
persuade the company to establish itself
away from the metropolitan area.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The fact of the
matter is that the people down in Albany
got all excited. But the smart fellows were
up in Gersldton. They got into a plane and
came down to Perth to talk to a steel
company and they got the answer. How-
ever, such statements by the Deputy
Premier undermine the confidence of the
people.

Mr. Graham: What? By the Minister
trying to encourage the company away
from the metropolitan area? That is
destroying the confidence of the people,
is It?

Sir CHARLES COURT: One has to get
out and do something about it; do some-
thing about getting It away from the
metropolitan area such as we did with
Alcoa at Pinjarra, and then announce the
establishment of the project when the
agreement is negotiated. That is the best
way to go about it. Another way is to
build up hope in the minds of the people,
such as the Deputy Premier did in Albany,
Geraldton, and some other place called
"X". Re thenl incurred the ire of the mem-
ber for Collie because Bunbury had been
left out as well as Collie. In the finish he
destroyed the confidence of the people in
those centres.

Mr. Graham: We are still endeavouring
to persuade the company to go to a place
other than Ewinana. Would it upset you
to knowv that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I would hope so,
because that was our objective all the time
we were in office and we succeeded.

Mr. Graham: That is precisely what I
am trying to do, but you did nothing ex-
cept to allow them to continue at Kwlnana.
You did not try to get them outside the
metropolitan area.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Deputy
Premier is so far off the beam that he is
amazing. How did Alcoa go to Pinjarra?

Mr. Graham: We are speaking of the
jumbo steel industry.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The whole basis
of th negotiations was priority. One was
the Pilbara and if that was not viable we
would go to some place that was viable,
such as Swinana.
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Mr. Graham: Have you any papers to
prove that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes, if the De-
puty Premier will let me go through some
of his files I will show them to him.

Mr, Graham: There is nothing to show
that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If nobody told
the Deputy Premier that we were nego-
tiating that for two or three years there
is something wrong.

Mr. Graham: How far did you get with
It?

Sir CHARLES COURT: We got as far
as negotiating the group of people to be
involved.

Mr. Graham: What people? I am talking
about the negotiations for the company to
go elsewhere than to Kwlnana.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This Is all part
of the whole plan. Our priority was the
Pilb-ara and if that were not practical it
had to be Rwinana. The Deputy Premier
has admitted making statements to people
that eventually proved to be embarrassing
to him because of the contradictions that
were made and the fact that he had de-
stroyed the confidence that he had built
up in their minds. He had to say that the
company would go to a place where it
was economical to conduct the under-
taking.

Mr. Graham: That is right, and we are
still negotiating for at company that will
gn to a place other than TKwtnsna,

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the Deputy
Premier is thinking of one that was of the
size we were negotiating for, it may now be
able to go to the Pilbara where there is
all the fuel for power and the raw mater-
ials that may be desired. That is part of
the art of negotiating. I read an article in
a weekend newspaper-I think it was last
Sunday week-where the Deputy Premier
was speaking of a $50.000,000 industry, and
a $200,000,000 industry; one was to be an-
nounced within a matter of days and
the other to be announced within a6 matter
of manths. However, days, weeks, and
months go by but no announcements are
forthcoming.

Mr. Graham: You will be disappointed
shortly.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will not be
disappointed. I will be the first to cheer if
we get something positive within a short
time.

I press on to make another point which
I think destroys still further the credibility
of the Government and causes a lack of
confidence among the people. I refer to
the Erockman charges. No matter how
these things are dressed up, the fact is that
a bad decision was made by the Govern-
ment.

Mr. T7. D. Evanis: It is a dead old hack
now, trying to revive that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: It is part of the
whole when one is talking about the credi-
bility of the Government,

I now return to the question of the
remission of industrial fines. The mili-
tant people who disobeyed the law had
their fines remitted by Cabinet de-
cision. But the good people who
obeyed the law had to pay their Oines and
had to wait until we initiated questions in
this Parliament before they had their
money refunded. They had to ask for it,

They had to ask for the fines to be
refunded, but the militants who broke the
law got the fines remitted without even
paying them. This goes back to questions
like the one concerning Cook. We find
decent law-abiding students saying to us
and to others, "Do you have to break the
law to get privileges in this community?"

Mr. Graham: The strange thing about
the Cook incident is that the Government
did not make any independent decision at
all. It was done through the normal pro-
cesses, and the normal conditions applied.
It was done by the properly constituted
authorities.

Mr. O'Neil: Who initiated it?
Mr. Graham: The properly constituted

authorities did it in the normal way.

Sir CHARLES COURT: This was a
special case, and it was singled out by the
Government because of its hatred of the
Federal Government and the national
service legislation.

Mr. T7. D. Evans: You are reflecting on
the work that has been carried out by the
classification committee.

Mr. Graham: You are not criticising the
Government but the classification com-
mittee.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I come back
to the point I made regarding the lack of
credibility of this Government in respect
of road maintenance tax. The Premier
said In his policy speech that he would
abolish this tax and he would bring in a
Bill for that purpose. When he did so
he brought in a, further piece of legisla-
tion so diabolical that nc-one would have
a bar of it. Such action destroys the
credibility of the Government. Just ima-
glue the reaction of the people who had
worked so hard to get this Government
intoD office, and found out that was to be
be their reward!

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Who are you kidding
now?

Sir CHARLES COURT: I am not kid-
ding anyone; I am stating the facts. These
People worked like beavers in the election,
but they subsequently found the replace-
ment law Introduced was so diabolical that
it would send them broke.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: You did not have to
pass both pieces of legislation.
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Sir CHARLES COURT: As a matter
of fact we passed neither, and by doing
that we got the Government off the book.
Now no-one is quite sure who will pay
the tax. If a person is law-abiding he will
pay it, but if he is not he will have a good
ihance under this Government of getting
off scot-free.

Mr J. T. Tonkin. That is another area
where you do not know what you are
talking about.

Sir CHARLES, COURT: I am only
quoting what the Treasurer has said. Yet
another point concerns the building socie-
ties, The Treasurer made a lot Of Play Of
and gave much publicity to the interest
rates charged and payable by building so-
cieties. In that campaign he did a great
deal of damage.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: What is your proof
of that? If you are not careful you will
put your foot right into it.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will quote the
figures as to how people were withholding
their money.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Have you seen the
report?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Yes.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: More money has been

deposited subsequently, than before the
announcement.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Just a minute.
Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Take time off to

think.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I will tell the

Treasurer this: When he made his an-
nouncement he did a disservice to the
building societies, but when he was under
pressure from elsewhere he decided not
to proceed with the legislation.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Rubbish! Pressure
from where?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
knows from where. The pressure came from
Trades Hall.

Mr. J. T, Tonkin: That is absolute
nonsense.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
had to agree that he would not bring down
the legislation at that point of time.

Mr. . . Tonkin: There was no pressure
at all from Trades Hall on this question.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Treasurer
said he would not bring down the legisla-
tion; so confidence was revived and money
began to flow into the building societies
again. In the meantime he had done the
damage.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: I did not do any
damage at all.

Sir CHARLES COURT: When the Treas-
urer entered that field he did not know
anything about the matter and the dam-
age he could do. I now want to

refer to the fluoridation of water sup-
ples. We found that an unqualified person
was engaged as a research worker to collect
data on this subject. I understood he was
to undertake a series of research projects
and was to be the research officer for the
Premier. I do not begrudge that, because
one of the problems of members of Par-
liament, and in particular of Ministers, is
to be able to obtain the services of some-
one to undertake research. However, we
find that the particular officer was engaged
to do the one Job only.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: No, he was not. He
did more than one Job.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Why did the
Premier not tell us that? He answered
a question dealing with this matter today.

Mr. O'Neil, I asked the Premier a cques-
tion last session as to what this officer
would do after he had finished this particu-
lar project, and the Premier said "nothing."

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: Did I have to say
anything? What obligation was I under
to tell the Deputy Leader of the Opposition
what the research officer was doing for me?

Mr. O'Neil: The Premier said he was
doing nothing.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: He was not doing
nothing.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Premier has
an obligation to tell the Parliament, be-
cause this is the source from -which he
gets his money. He did tell us that this
officer was doing nothing; and that Is to
the best of my knowledge and belief. Now
he says that the officer was doing some-
thing else. In view of the Premier's state-
ment it would not be a bad idea for him
to correct his answer.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It would not be a bad
Idea to set out In questions what you wish
to ask, and to look at the answers given.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will look at the
answers in the light of what the Premier
has said. As I understand the position,
the Premier now says this officer had other
lobs than to undertake research into
fluoridation.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: That is correct.
Sir CHARLES COURT: We will com-

pare that information with the answers
the Premier has given. Before I come to
my final point I want to deal with the
subject of a central laundry, to keep
faith with the Minister for Health who
raised this matter In the course of the
debate. I would point out that this Par-
liament sat and deliberated on the ques-
tion of the establishment of a central
laundry. No sooner had Parliament wound
up its business than we found the Govern-
ment completely ignoring the decision of
Parliament and proceeding on its own
Initiative on this matter.
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Mr. Davies: That was because Your
Government was criminal In neglecting
what it did with laundry services to hos-
pitals. I will give you proof of that.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Why should the
Minister talk such rubbish? The action
of the Government was a complete rebuff
to Parliament that had made the decision.
Had Parliament not made a decision the
position would be different.

Mr. Davies: If it had not been for the
action of the Leader of the Opposition a
central laundry would have been estab-
lished under his Government.

Mr. O'Nefl: Why did your Government
bring the Bill before Parliament?

Mr. navies: I will tell you the truth.
We are not frightened.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I conclude my
remarks by referring to the basic difference
between the type of Government we have
in this State at present and the type of
Government which members of the Opposi-
tion can provide and have provided. It all
comes down to the basic philosophy. We
make no bones about our attitude: we
believe in private enterprise. We find this
Is the best for everybody; that it gives
confidence to the community; and will
expand the economy of the State if it is
allowed to be put into effect.

Mr. Davies: I can tell you about some
of the socialistic measures of your Gov-
ernment, some of your boards, and some
of your controls.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Labor Gov-
ernment does its best to try to sweep under
the carpet that basically it has a social-
istic policy. But in the final analysis it
is their Federal counterparts who dictate
what they do in this State. They may get
away for a while with doing something
which is contrary to the thinking of their
Federal counterparts, but before long their
Federal counterparts will say "Big Brother
says this is not our policy."

Mr. Davies: You will talk about the
yellow peril next!

Sir CHARLES COURT: That Is basically
the difference between our policy and
Labor policy.

Mr. Davies: This is no different from
what you have been dishing out for 25
years.

Several members interjected.
Sir CHARLES COURT: I do not mind

dealing with one interjection at a time, but
if they come from three sides at the one
time it is not possible for me to do so.
In the final analysis people who are think-
ing of investing in this country and in
this State must eventually catch up with
the facts sooner or later; they could be
dictated to by a socialistic philosophy with
a Labor Government in office. No matter
bow much this Government tries to sweep
this philosophy under the carpet It cannot
hide the facts.

Mr. Whitlam is desperately doing his
best to sweep this philosophy under the
carpet. When he is abroad, one would
think from his utterances that he Is a dis-
ciple of private enterprise. However, the
people overseas do not take what he says
for granted; they make their own
investigations.

I come back to the question that in the
final analysis it comes down to the ques-
tion of a different philosophy. We believe
the only way to get this State and this
country moving is to do what the Brand
Government has done. We did not talk
hot air, but implemented our aims by
performance as a team under a great
Premier. That is the performance we talk
from, and we are entitled to do that;
whereas the members opposite have had
their opportunity and have failed lament-
ably.

The people at the present time are fed
up with this Government, and it is time
the Government got the message and gave
the people of this State the opportunity
to decide who should govern. Let the
State again benefit from some of the
actions taken by us as a Government. It
is very distressing to note that the people
are merely statistics in the minds of this
Government: in fact many of them are
out of work and are suffering at this
present time. They are looking for a better
period ahead which I hope will be in a
few months' time! The present situation is
a disgrace to this Government.

MR. NAWDER (Katanning) [8.10 p.m.]:
I wish to take the opportunity this Bill
affords to make several comments. The
weather forecast issued tonight suggests
I should not speak on one of the matters
I have listed; that is, water supplies. The
indications are that heavy rain will fall
and It is a long time since we heard such
a forecast.

The importance of water is ever before
us and the situation which has developed
over the years in Western Australia indi-
cates that It is the responsibility of all
Governments to take every opportunity to
conserve water wherever it can be con-
served and to extend the supply into areas
where it is difficult to conserve it.

First of all, as Leader of the Country
Party, I desire to express my appreciation
to the Premier and the Minister for Water
Supplies for the facilities made available
and for the arrangements made through
the officers of the various departments for
me and Gthers to attend the opening of
the Ord River Dam. In my opinion the
organisation was marvellous.

r. Jamieson: Did You ever get your
cases back?

Mr. NAWDER: Yes. I appreciate the
effort made by a number of people to re-
cover my suitcases which went on the
Prime Minister's Plane to Cove. We did
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receive the cases back after a great deal
of effort by several responsible people;
but that Is another story.

The fact that the Ord River Dam is
officially open perhaps emphasises the
importance of the decisions of people in
the past, decisions which have been acted
upon in the ensuing years. As I have said,
water must be conserved wherever this
is possible. This has been done at
the Ord which, I believe, will come into
its own. Very briefly I wish to state that
the Ord presents an opportunity for im-
proved development which will in the
future justify the decisions made years
ago. It will be responsible for production
which will perhaps not be required im-
mediately, but will certainly be required
in the near future, and the whole project
will be proved a success.

As a result Australia-I say Australia
because it has been a joint operation-will
be satisfied with the investment In the
Ord area.

I have referred to the Ord only briefly
because T also wish to comment on areas
nearer to the metropolitan area. During
the Address-In-Reply debate last year the
member for Avon mentioned the water
requirements of the York, Greenhills, and
Bullaring areas which, over the years, have
had such good rainfalls. As a matter of
fact I think the records indicate that
the areas involved have never until now
been without sufficient water adequately to
cope with the requirements of the far-
mers. I think I mentioned last year that
I visited the area and spent a day travel-
ling from farm to farm. It was depressing
to realise that the farms were without ade-
quate feed and wvater. I hasten to explain
that the insufficiency was not because the
farmers had not spent a great deal of
money in an endeavour to conserve the
water. The fact was that the rain had
just not fallen in sufficient quantities to
enable any water to be conserved.

Many farmers had sold their stock, and
some of the best stockmen in Australia
are resident in that area. They have held
the record in the past for their quality
stock-the result of the work of genera-
tions of farmers--but because of Insuffi-
cient supplies of water they had to dispose
of much of that stock. I understand that
even up to fairly recently a number of
farmers were carting water. In fact they
had carted water during the winter months
for two years and also in the spring andi
autumn in an effort to provide sufficient
water to enable them to retain a nucleus
of breeding stock.

I know that representations have been
made to the Commonwealth Government.
As Leader of the Country Party I have re-
quested the Commonwealth Minister to
give serious consideration to making
finance available: and I hope the State

Government will continue to press the
needs of these areas. We cannot afford to
be without water, as you, Mr. Speaker, well
know as a result of the situation in your
own electorate. Available water must be
conserved, and any finance used in such
a project will be repaid in the future.

I now wish to refer to the situation
which has developed cast of Katanning.
The branch of the Farmers' Union in that
area requested the Government to extend
the comprehensive water scheme to include
the farmlands east of Katanning. I know
this area was not involved in the survey
made by the scheme when it was initially
commenced in, I think, 1946. We know
that many of the farmers at that stage felt
that the cost of extending the water supply
was prohibitive and they would not be in
a position to Purchase water. However,
they realise now that the water is a neces-
sity. Even though they may not require It
often in a period of, say, 20 years, they
know that the extension would be an
economic proposition if, only once, they
experienced a dry year, but had sufficient
water because of the extension of the
scheme.

We know that in many parts of Australia
-not only in this State-the saline con-
tent of water has increased. As the water
table has risen as a result of the country
being cleared the water has become salty.
This Is the Position in the area to which
I refer. So I requested the Minister for
Agriculture to institute a survey. I believe
this is a practical way to view the situa-
tion before making a request regarding the
water. The Minister agreed last year to
have a survey made, but to date the report
has not been released. I have been in
contact with his office and I know that the
report has been prepared and presented,
and I would like the information as quickly
as possible because I believe we must look
further than this area.

I read a report in the Press of a visit
by the Minister for Water Supplies to an
eastern area and no doubt my colleague.
the member for Roe, will make some men-
tion of this at some stage. The Minister
indicated to the people concerned the Gov-
ernment's attitude regarding the extension
of water to the area, not through the com-
prehensive water supply scheme, but as
a result of conserving water In the district
In which it falls.

I believe we must act to see what can
be done. Arrangements have been made to
extend the capacity of the pipeline from
the Wellington Weir between Narrogin
and Katanning, to adjoining areas. This
scheme should be extended east of the
great southern and the areas to which I
refer, I will be putting a case to the
Minister very shortly, as soon as I receive
the report which has been made available
to the Minister for Agriculture.
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We cannot afford to have large areas of
the State placed in jeopardy in low rainfall
years. Over some periods there is a run
of drought years and no matter what steps
the farmer takes they are of no avail. He
may spend thousands of dollars on his own
local water supply which may be adequate
for periods of up to 50 years; but there
are times when because of inadequate rains
that supply proves to be insufficient. Stock
which has been brought almost to perfec-
tion has had to be disposed of because of
a run of bad seasons.

I emphasise the importance of applying
pressure for the continuation and exten-
sion of water supplies in areas where they
do not exist at present. Such extensions
would ensure protection against bad
seasons which occur from time to time.

I am sorry the Minister for Hecalth is
not in his seat. However, I want to impress
on him, and on the other members of the
Government, the importance of extending
hospital facilities. In this case I will be
parochial and refer to the upgrading of
the Katanning Hospital. I know that other
hospitals also require assistance and I ap-
preciate the concern of the people involved.
However, the buildings comprising the
Katanning Hospital have depreciated to
the extent that on two occasions when the
Minister has visited the hospital he has
indicated his dissatisfaction. I know this
situation has developed because of a num-
ber of reasons. The Minister has, however,
indicated that he hopes finance will be
available this coming year to enable a start
to be made on the upgrading of the hos-
pital. I press the Point and trust that the
Government will look at this situation in
detail when considering the Budget.

I listened with interest to the comments
of the Leader of the Opposition, and I
agree that the public is pretty dissatisfied
in many areas because of the hit and miss
activities of the present Government. This
was displayed during the last session of
this Parliament. I will give the Premier
credit for showin~g a bit of commonsense
regarding some of the legislation which
was introduced. I refer to the legislation
introduced by the Minister for Agriculture
for the purpose of transferring the obliga-
tion for the control of fruit fly from the
Government to local authorities. On that
occasion I appealed to the Premier
because the Government had made no
attempt to confer with local authorities
concerning the move in question.

I refer to this situation now because it
Is important. I asked the Minister whether
he intended to call a conference of all
interested parties on the methods to be
used in the control of fruit fly, and on the
responsibility for the future control of
fruit fly in Western Australia. The reply
received was that consideration was
being given to the effect resulting from

the defeat of legislation designed to facilit-
ate community schemes, and that those
considerations would include the result of
any appropriate discussions. The opposite
was the case: the legislation was not de-
signed to facilitate community schemes.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Rubbish. It was a
political game which you made of that In-
terpretation. The Leader of the Country
Party should be happy that the scheme
has reverted to that with which he
lumbered along for 12 years. He was happy
to let things drift along. No effort was
made to bring in any change.

Mr. NALDER: The scheme was not
allowed to drift along. The Minister has
been hit on the raw. He does not like
any reference to something which he
attempted to bulldoze through this House.
The Government attempted to push onto
the public something which it did not
want. In fact, the public did not know
about it.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Then, the Leader of
the Country Party should be happy to
revert to the old scheme.

Mr. NALDER: Indeed, we have received
a number of letters of congratulation from
local authorities and other People-both
in country areas and the metropolitan area.
I want to know what the Minister intends
to do and I hope we will receive some
information before this session of Par-
liament concludes. I hope the local com-
mittees which have been to the forefront
in the Past, in both the country and the
tnetropoulitan area, will be given some en-
couragement to carry on.

Mr. H. D. Evans: They have received far
more financial encouragement in the last
12 months than in any corresponding
period.

Mr. NALDER: The Minister should talk
about something of which he has knowledge
because at the moment he is talking
through the top of his head.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Now, steady on.
Mr. NALDER: The Applecross baiting

committee applied for assistance. That
committee was given assistance by the
Previous Government, but last year it did
not receive a cent. To try to tell this House
that that committee received as much last
year as it did in previous years Is deceptive.

Mr. H. D. Evans: The Leader of the
Country Party should look at the amount
spent during the last 12 months and com-
pare it with previous expenditure.

Mr. NALDEH: The Applecross baiting
committee did not receive a cent, although
it applied for assistance.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What about looking at
the Budget.

Mr. NALDER: This will not stand any
investigation at all. The Minister would
slink right down in his seat if I were to
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tell the House the amounts provided for
other baiting schemes. However, the Apple-
cross scheme did not receive any assistance.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Well, go ahead. The
total expenditure on fruit-fly control com-
pares more than favourably.

Mr. NALER: The proposed legislation
was defeated when a member of the Gov-
ernment was absent, and that was a jolly
good job.

A little bit of sanity is now creeping
back into the situation and I hope the
Minister takes the opportunity to allow
this scheme to continue to a successful
conclusion, because I believe It can and
will do so.

Mr. Rlushton: The Present situation
should help to restore funds.

Mr. NALDER: The member for Dale Is
satisfied with the Present situation.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Is the Leader of the
Country Party trying to point out that
the 12-year Period of the Previous Gov-
ernment was a good trial?

Mr. NAILER: I Say that the progress
we made over those years would have been
lost had the Minister been successful with
his legislation.

Mr, H. D. Evans: Then, you are satis-
fled with the way it operated and the total
result?

Mr. NALDER: We have enough evidence
to prove that what was achieved in that
period of time was well worth following
UP.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What about the de-
cline in the number of schemes? These
started with a great rush in your time.
but you are saying it was successful.

Mr. NALDER: It was a very successful
scheme.

Mr. H. D. Evans: HOW could it have
been?

Mr. NALDER: There are 50 schemes
still operating.

Mr. H. D. Evans: How many faded out?

Mr. NALDER: Yes, some faded out last
year because they did not receive any sup-
PoDt.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Go back to the Year
before.

Mr. NALER: Another example of the
Government's attitude concerns daylight
saving. A large section of the corninun-
ity is very hostile to the suggestion of
daylight saving.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What has this to do
with fruit fly?

Mr. NALDER: I put a full stop after my
remarks on fruit fly, but perhaps the Min-
ister does not recognise one.

,Mr. O'Neil: The Leader of the Country
Party wanted to give the Minister a rest.

Mr. NALDER: I Certainly hope the day-
light saving Proposal will receive the same
fate as last year, because it would not be
an advantage to by far the majority of
People in this State. It would be an Incon-
venience which, in my view, should not be
tolerated. Many people have expressed
their views against daylight saving after
closely considering what happened In the
other States. The fact that 'Queensland,
which experimented with daylight saving
for a period, has come out against it is
an indication that what we decided last
Year was, in fact, the right decision. I cer-
tainly hope the decision will be the same
this Year and that daylight saving will
not be introduced.

Mr. Jamieson: What has Queensland to
do with it?

MR. MENSAROS (Ploreat) (8.32 pm.]:
Having returned only two days ago from
a four-weeks overseas trip I certainly can-
not and do not want to miss the oppor-
tunity to tell the House what a very dif-
ferent reception I encountered as a West-
ern Australian in comparison with that
which I enjoyed about two or 2j years ago
when I was also overseas.

At that time-when I was overseas two
Years ago-Western Australia enjoyed the
highest possible reputation in its history.
Industrialists, bankers, and business
People were interested in our State as a
place of investment with a stable, prudent,
free enterprise Government.

The Australian representatives In
various places, whether on ambassadorial
or consulate level-the latter including
trade commissioners and immigration
officers--had a long list of people to see
me. I am not conceited enough to claim
it was because of my personality, but
simply because I was a living specimen
from Western Australia who could tell
them from first-hand knowledge and ex-
perience about the country of milk and
honey, as our State was then known all
over the world as the leading State of
Australia, the mysterious land of promises.

It was gratifying to be an ambassador
for our State; to talk with pride to inves-
tors and industrialists; to encourage the
humblest intending immigrant; and to
tell about the circumstances and promis-
ing conditions in this State generally. of
course, that was during the term of the
successful Brand Government.

What a marked difference that was,
compared with my experience during the
last four weeks. Whether I went to the
same Places which I had visited two years
before or whether I called at different
cities, I was confronted with the same em-
barrassing questions.

I was asked: What has happened to your
economy? Why did you curtail immigra-
tion?
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Mr. Mclver: When did this take place?
When were you overseas last?

Mr. MENSAROS: Three days ago.
Mr. Mclver: You could not have spoken

to very many people.
Mr. MENSAROS: The questions went

on: Is it true that Western Australia has
the highest rate of unemployment in
Australia? Is it still worth while to think
about investment under a socialistic Gov-
ernment? Is It true that the unions are,
in fact, in power behind the Government?

Mr. Graham: What country did these
questions come from?

Mr. MvENSAROS: From Britain, Austria,
Italy, and South Africa.

Mr. Graham: The member for Ploreat
must mix in funny circles.

Mr. Williams: Slightly different circles
from the member for Northam.

Mr. Mclver: You would get a shock to
know to whom I spoke.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. MENSAROS: The questions went
on: Is it a fact that your State intends to
give up the unique Australian system of
arbitration? Have the times of stable
wage and industrial conditions passed?
Where is the security, and law and order
in your State when even the Secretary of
State of the United States can be attacked
and have smoke bomnbs thrown at him?
The last question Was in fact the most re-
curring one everywhere I went, because
this incident was highlighted with banner
headlines all over the world.

Besides these general doubts and views,
which sadly reflected our present standing
in world opinion, I received more penetra-
ting questions from Australian officials
who have the benefit of reading the
A.B.C. daily news sheets. Also, I was faced
with such questions from people who, per-
haps, came from Western Australia origi-
nally and enjoy an excellent publication
put out by Western Australia House.
This Is a fortnightly publication on West-
ern Australian affairs. Here, I must com-
pliment the Agent-General and his staff
for the magnificent job they do in pre-
senting a comprehensive review of Press,
television, and radio items in Western
Australia. As I have said, these questions
-were more penetrating and in more
detail.

Some of the questions were: Has it not
been reported wrongly that the Western
Australian Government is thinking of dis-
continuing with fluoridation of the water
supply? Surely it cannot be true, as was
-reported, that at the time of unemploy-
ment and economic trouble the Govern-
ment instruted. Its own bank to give
$1,750,000 to a doubtful development pro-
ject? So the questions went on.

I was on the receiving end of questions
which implied a poor opinion of our State.
This occurred at the mid-term of a Labor
Government, which came to power by mis-
leading the electorate to believe it would
do everything so much better than the
Liberal-Country Party Government did.

I have been compelled to tell of my sad
experience to the House and the electorate
as a whole. Although we know of these
changes for the worst in our State, to
have seen them gradually develop as we
have is not so traumatic as to be con-
fronted with the realisation that, alter a
period of two years, the same people
overseas have a completely different view
and appreciation of our State.

Even considering the slogan that it was
time for a change, and even considering
the traditional attitude of Australian elec-
tors to give a new leadership a fair go,
nobody-nobody at all-could claim that
this Government has not had enough time
in 1i Years to show what it can do. In-
deed it has shown that it is either unable
or unwilling-or possibly both-to do what
it promised to do.

It is even incapable of properly govern-
ing this State, which has shown so much
potential and promise, and which proved
itself to be the leading State in the Comn-
monwealth as a result of the foresight,
imagination, enthusiasm, pragmatism, and
efficiency of its previous Government and,
not the least, of the Present Leader of the
Opposition.

During the last days of the previous
sitting the Premier told the House, in reply
to my motion regarding the state of the
economy, that I exaggerated and that
things were improving. I came back only
two days ago to find that nothing has
improved. On the contrary, things are
becoming worse all the time.

Of course, the electorate will take
notice-as it did not when we Issued a
warning before the last election-of the
fact that one cannot serve two masters at
the same time, as this Government
attempts to do. The Government cannot
serve the electorate and Trades Hall at
the same time, whether they be union
meetings or meetings of the Labor Party
Executive in Trades Hall.

I think it was Harry Truman, a past
President of the United States, who once
said that the buck was Passed all the time
until it reached him, as the highest execu-
tive; and then it had to stop and be had
to deal with everything. This Government,
as the highest executive in this State, per-
forms the incredible feat of passing on
the buck to the Federal Government,
world-wide conditions, and the previous
Government; but it does not and cannot
accept responsibility itself.

Under these conditions, I suggest it is
not fair for the Government to ask for
supply, as it attempts to do in tht% Bill;
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in fact, I suggest it has not the right to
do so. I suggest the Government should
take the consequences, and If it has a
grain of responsibility remaining it should
resign instead of asking for supply. I
say that because if it continues to attempt
to govern under the influence of its spon-
sors in Trades Hall we will witness even
sadder events.

I have also been behind the Iron Curtain
and I have seen socialism at its worst. I
am not talking about communism; none
of those countries claims to be communist.
They claim to be socialist. I have seen the
deterioration that resulted-the complete
Inertia and lack of interest because of
lack of incentive. Nobody is interested in
producing, managing, or administering.

I mention only one example-the res-
taurants, which are now all state-owned
and have become ridiculously mismanaged.
At places which before the war gave first-
class service I found, when I went to one
of them with a party of 10, that the waiter
came around, put down on the table 10
plates with the appropriate cutlery, and
said, "Pass it on." The same deterioration
has occurred in factories, external trade,
and domestic residences. Apart from the
ineptitude of the present Government,
those conditions can be expected as a result
of doctrinaire socialism.

Before I conclude my brief comments,
I wish to mention a different subject, and
at least one member of the Government
should support what I say. I am sorry the
Chairman of Committees is not here be-
cause only yesterday I heard him complain
on the A.B.C. "A.M." programme about
sewage treatment in this State. I want
to speak briefly about the Shenton Park
sewage treatment plant, which is in my
electorate.

The plant was planned and built during
a time of recession almost as a labour-
employing project. At the time the area
around was almost uninhabited. Since
then the area has been populated, and no
doubt it will become more densely Popu-
lated. The remaining vacant blocks-be
they Perth City Council property, Crown
land, or private property-will obviously
be used for domestic Purposes soon. The
plant is a constant source of nuisance to
all the people living around it, from
Floreat to Daglish and from Mt. Clare-
mont to Nedlands, depending on the pre-
vailing winds.

The complaints go back to the time of
Mr. Nimmo. Dr. Henn, and Mr. Guthrie. I
remember accompanying Hugh Guthrie
and various constituents of his on so-
called smelling tours. When someone
complains a temporary improvement occurs
within the financial means of the depart-
ment but no final solution has been found.

Af ter the conclusion of the last sitting
I visited the plant, and I am grateful to
the officers and engineers of the depart-
ment for their courtesy and willingness to
show me the plant and explain the prob-
lems to me. I visited the newly installed
chlorination plant which pumps chloride
Into the Incoming sewage to eliminate at
least some of the smell. The officers ad-
mitted that the only complete solution to
the problem is either to remove the pliant
or to cover it, which is beyond the re-
sources of the department,

I maintain that the Government should
find some solution to the Problem. I ex-
pect an explanation from the Government,
either in this House or by letter from the
Minister, regarding what can be done to
discontinue this constant nuisance. In the
summertime people are forced to sit behind
closed doors and windows because they can-
not tolerate the smell. It also results in
the depreciation of their properties. If I do
not receive an assurance that the Govern-
ment has some plans to deal with this
question overall-not in a piecemeal man-
ncr-it will prove to me and the electors in
those areas that this is another matter in
which the Government does not care for
the people.

MR. McPHARLIN (Mt. Marshall) [8.48
p.m.]: In contributing to this debate I
would like to point out the wide field cov-
ered by the Leader of the Opposition. I
think he covered almost every aspect of
the Supply Bill. I do not intend to deal at
length with the same matters. I intend to
concentrate on one or two items which I
consider to be of importance, and during
the course of my remarks I will no doubt
attract some interjections from the Gov-
ernment.

One matter mentioned by the Leader of
the Opposition which I think is of extreme
importance is the breakdown of law and
order which we seem to be witnessing in
this State and throughout Australia. In
Victoria there is the ridiculous situation of
a draft resister who has been endorsed as
a Labor candidate for the next Federal
election giving his policy speech by tape
recorder. This must reflect throughout the
length and breadth of the land.

It will be found that those who are in-
clined to break the laws of the country are
encouraged by the very thing which is go-
ing on in Victoria at the present time. I
deplore the action being taken by the sup-
porters of the Labor Party and of this can-
didate, He should be made to account for
his actions and not remain in hiding as
he is. This is encouraging the breakdown
of the laws of the country, which Practice
is already spreading far and wide in
frightening proportions.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Why have not the
Commonwealth police apprehended him?
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Mr. McPHARLIN: The Federal At-
torney-General has assured those who
questioned him that the Commonwealth
police are doing their best.

Mr. T. D. Evans: They are many and he
is but one.

Mr. MePHARLIN: The people encourag-
Ing him are hiding him very efficiently.
It does not reflect much credit on the
Labor Party to endorse a candidate who
has broken the law. The inference to be
drawn from the interjection by the At-
torney-General is that the Commonwealth
police are not trying to capture him be-
cause the Liberal Party is gaining political
mileage out of the situation. A very big or-
ganisation in Victoria is prepared to hide
him and keep him out of sight.

Mr. Lapham: The police there are not
as efficient as they are in this State.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I wish to move on to
another matter referred to by the Leader
of the Opposition. I was taken to task in
a~ public article because I had the effront-
ery or the audacity to reveal what I
thought it was my duty to reveal-the in-
crease of certain charges at the service
abattoir at Midland Junction. I claim that
if a member feels he has a responsibility
to disclose certain facts to the members of
the electorate he should do just that. That
is what I did and I stand by what I did.
Actions such as these should be brought to
public notice.

I am going to make a few comments
which I think reflect on the Government's
actions. It is not so long ago, when we
were in Government, that members of the
Labor Party strongly criticised the Min-
ister for Agriculture and the former Gov-
ernment in regard to the situation at the
abattoirs. The then Opposition made very
little allowance for the circumstances
pertaining at the time; that is, the drought
and the great numbers of animals coming
forward. The decision to increase the
facilities at Midland Junction and Robb
Jetty abattoirs was criticised.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Against the advice of
your experts at that time.

Mr. McPHARLIN: I knew the Minister
would bring in Towns and Austen. I
would have bet on that. The Minister
said his Government would have gone on
with this, but it would have taken three
years to build.

Mr. H. D. Evans: We probably would
have commenced in 1965 when the pres-
sure was put on your Government. The
danger was pointed out to you in 1905.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The Minister was
very loud in his criticism. In many cases
the farmers were sending stock to the
abattoirs and were having to pay money
to do so. They were making no profit at
all. On many occasions they were not
able to sell their sheep In country areas
and had to give them away.

What is the situation now that this
Government has been in office for 18
months? The Price of wool has risen and
the sheep are now more valuable. We
now find that the farmers are holding
sheep back-they are not supplying the
abattoirs with the number of sheep re-
quired. However, the Government has
seen fit to increase the charges. I suppose
with all fairness we could say that an
increase in charges was inevitable, but
why must it be so heavy? Why has the
Government not absorbed more of the
increase-this is a service abattoir?

Mr. H. D. Evans: Yes, and last year it
cost $723,000 and this year it is expected
to be $1,200,000.

Mr. McPHARLIN: This is not a profit-
making abattoir.

Mr. O'Connor: It Is a loss-making one.
Mr. H. D. Evans: Nobody has said It is

a profit-making abattoir. Already the
Government is accepting a fair responsi-
bility.

Mr. MCPHARLIN: But why an increase
of 30 per cent, in many cases?

Mr. H. D). Evans: The Government Is
expecting a loss Of $300,000. This is
$1,000,000 in two years.

Mr. MCPHARLIN: These charges must
be Passed on to someone.

The SPEAKER: There is too much
audible conversation.

Mr. MePIARLUJ: Who will bear these
extra charges? The export charges have
increased by only 6.9 per cent., but other
charges have risen to 34 per cent. on
cattle; 33.9 Per cent. on calves; 30.6 per
cent, on Jamb; and 57.4 per cent, on pork.
I have checked these figures on three
occasions but I suggest that the Minister
checks them again. These are heavy in-
creases. Who will bear them? The burden
will be borne by the same farmers who
were almost made bankrupt in the period
of the drought.

Mr. H. D. Evans: They have had
$1,000,000 in subsidy in the last two years.

Mr. McPHARLIN: The Government has
been in power for 18 months.

Mr. H. D. Evans: What do you think is
a fair thing for the Government to do?

Mr. O'Neil: Resign!
Mr. H. D. Evans: What do you think

the Government should pick up as a tab?
Let us clear up this point: What do you
consider is a fair thing, a fair amount?

Mr. McPHARLIN: Mr. Speaker, the
Minister will have his chance to try to
square up later if it is Possible. I do not
think it Is.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Let us hear your views.
What do you think is a fair thing?

The SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. McPHARLIN: I say that the Gov-
ernment should absorb at least 50 per
cent. of the increase.

Mr. Lapham: Give it to private enter-
prise and it will charge 10 times as much.

Mr. MOPHARLIN: What has happened
to all the wonderful promises made by this
Government prior to the election? It was
going to look after the primary industries
and this is the sort of treatment being
handed out to them.

Mr. H. D. Evans: A sum. of $1,000,000 in
two years!

Mr. Lapham: Hand it over to private
enterprise and see what happens.

Mr. MePHARLIN:, Look at the way the
increase was announced. We have a
heading In The West Australian of Thurs-
day, the 29th June-" Governrnent may
raise abattoir charges." Then, on Satur-
day, the 1st July, there was a report say-
ing the decision that the charges may be
increased had been made several days be-
fore that announcement.

Mr. Nalder: Several weeks before, be-
cause it came out in the Government
Gazette.

Mr. MePHARLIN: it was published in
the Government Gazette of the 30th June.
I have it here before me. The decision
must have been made well before the an-
nouncement of the 29th June. Was this
a cautious approach because the Govern-
ment was afraid to tell the people?

Mr. H. D. Evans: Just acute foresight!I
Mr. May: Clairvoyance.
Mr. MePHAIILIN: The impression I got

was that the Government was afraid to
make the announcement.

Mr. H. D. Evans: We are reluctant to
increase charges at any time.

Mr. MePHARLIN: The Government was
not reluctant to increase charges last year.

Sir Charles Court: Power charges were
increased 25 per cent.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr. McPHARLIN: The meat producing

industry has been through a tough period
over the last few years. Many farmers
have been made bankrupt and yet the
Government has seen fit to increase these
charges.

Mr. H. D. Evans: There has been an
effort to bring in stock from South Aus-
tralia to offset the losses, and also from
the Kimberley to increase the cattle num-
bers.

Mr. McPHARLIN: What now is the
attitude of the Government? When we
were the Government criticism was levelled
from many directions about insufficient
killing facilities; but now there is in-
sufficient stock to keep the abattoirs going.
What is the attitude of the Government?
Does it intend to build more abattoirs?

On the last occasion that this matter was
debated the minister for Development
and Decentralisationi spoke about an
abattoir being built at Wanneroo before
very long. What happened to that? Where
are all these abattoirs?

Mr. H. D. Evans: Are you concerned
about abattoir space at the moment?

Mr. O'Neil: This is a "would have" Gov-
ernment. "We would have done this; we
would have done that."

Mr. MoPHARLIN: The previous Gov-
ernment approached this matter with
caution.

Mr. H. D. Evans: I'll say it did.
Mr. MoPHARLIN: I think that reflects

great credit on its judgment.
Mr. H. D. Evans: In 1965 when it was

warned not a thing was done, and then
there was the 196 8-69 crisis which cost the
farmers millions of dollars.

Mr. McPHARLIN: Another matter which
comes to mind concerns the strikes at the
Midland Junction Abattoir, which came
during a period when strikes were the last
thing anybody wanted to happen to the
farmers. But when charges were laid
against the workers concerned, what hap-
pened? in the Press on the 23rd March,
1971, we read that the Premier instructed
the Midland Junction Abattoir Board not
to proceed with the prosecutions. So
where do we go?

I am afraid a great number of farmers
have now realised their folly at having
voted for the Labor Government when
they see this sort of thing going on. I
endorse the remarks of the Leader of the
Opposition: We would welcome a general
election at the present time.

Mr. H. D. Evans: Are you complaining
about the industrial relations at the abat-
toirs at present?

Mr. McPHARLIN: If a general elec-
tion were held the Government would lose
so many seats that it would not recover
for a long time, because this sort of thing
is reflecting against it most strongly.

I do not wish to speak at great length.
How ever, another aspect to which I wish
to refer-and to which my leader referred
-is the matter of water supplies. In this
debate one should not be parochial, but
I do not think to speak about water sup-
plies is to be parochial because we all
appreciate-I know the Minister appeci-
ates it, and so does the Government I
feel sure-the importance of an adequate
water supply not only In the coastal areas
but in many other Parts of the State also.
Without an adequate water supply pro-
duction and Population are restricted.

Many requests have been made to the
Minister, and many more requests will be
made, asking him to give consideration to
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extending scheme water into areas where
the people have spent thousands upon
thousands of dollars trying to provide
their own water supplies. I could take
the Minister to places where people have
put down dozens of bore holes at great
cost, but have been unable to find good
stock water. These are the areas to which
priority should be given when the water
supply scheme is extended; or else assist-
ance should be provided to enable the
people to sink key dams. In many areas
there is an insufficient depth of clay to
put down a decent dami. In the areas to
which I refer the average depth of the
dams would be about eight feet. Those
areas do not have the 10, 12, or 16 feet
of clay that is found in other areas. This
should be taken into consideration when
thought is given to the extension of the
scheme.

When one is forced to install a shallow
darn one must excavate a bigger area.
which increases the cost: and one is limi-
ted by the holding capacity of the particu-
lar soil. In these areas water supplies
are the No. 1 priority. It Is imperative that
they be given consideration in the future
planning of extensions of the scheme.

I intended to speak about hospitals, but
as that subject tends to be parochial I
will refrain from doing so and conclude
my remarks.

MR. THOMPSON (Darling Range) [9.05
p.m.]: As I rise to make my contribution
to this debate I am pleased to note that
we have a high percentage of Ministers
in the House, unlike the situation we came
to expect towards the latter period of the
first part of this session. I also note that
we have a fairly high percentage of back-
benchers present on the other side.
although we do not hear very much fro
them.

Mr. Mc~ver: We don't want to embar-
rass you.

Mr. THOMPSON: This Government has
now been in office for 18 months, and I
think it is time for us to consider what
it has done.

Mr. Brown: Its time!
Mr. THOMPSON: I would like to say

that this Government took office when
the affairs of this State were never in a
better shape.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Don't you believe it.
Mr. THOMPSON: I firmly believe it

because we had a very good employment
situation, and we had plenty of opportu-
nities for our school leavers. The position
of the Treasury was sound.

Mr. Taylor: The Premier went to Can-
berra for $3,000,000 for housing.

Mr. THOMPSON:
will eontinue to do
consider the present

I suppose Premiers
that forever. Let us
situation. We have a

very high level of unemployment; in fact,
it is the highest level of any State in the
Commonwealth. I believe it is futile for
the Ministers of this Government to go
overseas and to try to beg for capital to
be brought to this State when they stand
by policies such as those to which they
are pledged. I would like to Quote from a
document known as "Economic Planning,"
which is the official policy of the Aus-
tralian Labor Party. It was incorporated in
the Hansard of the Federal Parliament by
Dr. Cairns on the 1st December, 1971.
Paragraph 3 states--

With the object of achieving
Labor's socialist objectives, establish
or extend public enterprise, where
appropriate by nationalisation, parti-
cularly In the fields of banking, con-
sumer finance, insurance, marketing,
housing. stevedoring, transport and in
areas of anti-social private monopoly.

flow could any industry come to this State
with any degree of confidence that it will
be able to carry on a free-enterprise ven-
ture when clearly this Government is com-
mitted to a policy of nationalisation and
State control?

Mr. Taylor: What is the first item on
our list for nationalisation?

Mr. THOMPSON: I am saying that this
is a policy which the Government supports.

Mr. Taylor: Oh!
Mr. THOMPSON: We have heard the

Deputy Premier and also the Treasurer
speak of many grand prolects, but after
18 months none of them has come to
fruition. We have heard the Deputy
Premier make passionate speeches and
say that the amounts of money spent in
the State in the last 12 years will Pale
into insignificance when compared with
the projects his Government has lined up.
I think one has only to talk to people such
as those who work at the Midland work-
shops in order to assess the situation.
Those people enjoyed a happy period under
the administration of the Brand Govern-
ment. The situation was such that a six-
day week was accepted, and I think in
some respects that was to the detriment
of the workers. However, they came to
accept overtime as a normal procedure
and they adjusted their lives to an income
from working six days.

It has come as a shock to them to find
that the overtime is no longer available,
just as it Is a shock to many people work-
ing in other sphieres.

Mr. T. D. Evans: You embrace the six-
day week, do you?

Mr. THOMPSON: No, but I say that in
some respects the unions were a little re-
miss. I think they should support a five-
day working week if this is what they are
supposed to stand for. I think a five-day
working week is plenty.
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Towards the end of the first period of
this session we saw the situation of 300
workers who were members of the metal
trades union being assembled in the front
of Parliament House presumably, I
thought, to get action from the State
Government to provide same work for
them. I must say that I was not impressed
with what I saw, but I did take notice of
the superb soap box oratory of the Deputy
Premier. He addressed those men in a
forthright way, but not once did he give
any indication that the men would obtain
any relief to their problems. Instead,
he kept blaming the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for not advancing sufficient
money to the State to relieve the unem-
ployment in Western Australia. However,
I paint out that the present Government
was advanced more money by the Com-
monwealth in the first full year of its
regime than the Brand Government had
in the last full year it was in office. There-
fore, I do not think it was fair of the
Deputy Premier to blame the Common-
wealth Government for not advancing suf-
ficient money to relieve the unemployment
situation in this State, I was of the opinion
that the Commonwealth Government had
been most generous.

It was noticeable also that even though
this rally in front of Parliament House
was highly organised by the union leaders,
there were many people in the group who
were asking what the State Government
intended to do about the situation when
the Deputy Premier was saying that the
fault lay with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment.

Mr. Hushton: He lost his voice at that
stage, too.

Mr. THOMPSON: He did indeed, but he
recovered it sufficiently to go on to say
that he was confident about the future
of this State; that he would create an
overdraft at the State's funds to ensure
there was sufficient money available to
employ more people. He said that he was
not worried because he had more projects
in the pipeline. Of course, what the Goy-
ernment did was to advance the loan pro-
grammne only slightly and to start some
works earlier thanl it would have done
otherwise.

Mr. O'NeiI: I think the Government
needs the services of a good plumber.

Mr. THOMPSON: Yes, I think it does.
However, despite the fact that there has
been a great deal of talk about big projects
coming farward, none has come to fruition.

I would also paint out that Comrade
Marks addressed the people who grathered
in front of Parliament House on the occa-
sian of which I speak and I well remember
his saying in a very forceful way that he
would bring this State to its knees. At the
time I thought how foolish it would be for
the people of this State to place them-

selves in the hands of people such as
Comrade Marks whose object was to bring
the State to its knees. If we have the in-
terests of the State at heart the last thing
for us to do is to attempt to create a
situation that will cause strikes and in-
dustrial unrest.

I believe that the inept performance of
the present Government and its general
mismanagement is clearly reflected in a
Gallup poll that was taken on the 1t
and 8th April, 1972. The question asked
of thcse interviewed was-

If a Federal election were being held
tcday, which party would receive your
first praference (if you were an elec-
tor). Would you please make a crass
in the square beside the party you
would give your first preference.

Expressed in percentages, those showing
preference for the Australian Labor Party
in the various States were-

Per Cent.
Queensland ... 46.5
New South Wales ... ... 50.9
Victoria .... 41.7
Tasmania ....... 67.4
South Australia ... 49.2
Western Australia .... 34.5

Would the Government like to go to the
people on those figures?

Mr. Bryce: Tell us how many people
voted Liberal and See how your boundary
concepts do then.

Mr. THOMPSON: Very well. Those
showing preference for the Liberal Party
were-

Per Cent.
Queensland ... .... .... 20.5
New South Wales .... .... 23.3
Victoria .... .... .... 35.2
Tasmania ..- .... .... 16.4
South Australia .... .... 32.9
Western Australia .... .... 43.8

Mr. Jamieson: When was that? At the
end of April, was it?

Mr. THOMPSON: This poll was taken
on the 1st and 8th April, 1972.

Mr. Janmieson: A month later in the
Queensland State election it was 48 Per
cent. for the A.L.P.

Mr. THOMPSON: That may have been
the case In Queensland, but in Western
Australia the situation was not very good.

Mr. O'Neil: You would not like to go
to an election in this State on those figures.

Mr. THOMPSON: Shortly after the
present Government came into office the
Deputy Premier addressed a conference of
Labor women in Perth and he Implored
them not to rock the boat or upset the
apple cart, because the Government was in
office only by the skin of Its teeth. If it
was In office by the skin of its teeth at
that time I would not like to see how it
would get on now.
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There is one industry In which there is
a great deal of hardship and where more
hardship will be felt in the future. I am
referring to the transport industry. There
are now no big projects being developed
in the north and other parts of the State
to create work for those people who own
trucks and the equipment to carry out
heavy haulage. Like so many other people
In the commnunity, those engaged in the
trucking industry were lulled into a sense
of security because of the paradise in which
they were living when the Brand Govern-
ment was in office. They thought that
such conditions would last forever. Un-
fortunately this is not so and some of the
people in the transport industry have been
hit very hard, because they are unable to
meet the high commitments into which
they entered in order to purchase their
trucks and trailers. Such equipment costs
a great deal of money and the men who
operate the trucks and semi-trailers can-
not afford to have them lying idle for any
length of time.

There is considerable competition be-
tween the bulk haulage contractors. All of
them are vying for the work that is avail-
able in this State at the moment and
therefore there is considerable competition
not only between them, but also between
the subcontractors. However, there is not
sufficient work to go around and some of
them have had to face up to the fact that
they will have to get out of the industry.
Only yesterday one of the bulk contractors
told me that it had been necessary for his
company to retrench 30 of its drivers and
to dispense with the services of &0 of its
subcontractors. That means that 80 people
have lost their employment in the trans-
port industry. That is only one bulk con-
tractor, but there are others in this State
who are in the same position.

Whilst on the subject of transport, I
would like to comment on the road main-
tenance tax and the Treasurer's utterances
In regard to it. I think it is a scandal that
he should dictate who shall obey the law
and who shall not; who shall pay their
fines and who shall not. I have been ap-
proached by two or three men in the trans-
port industry who regard this attitude as
being extremely unfair.

One man who approached me and who
is paying his road maintenance tax, said,
"I do not think it is fair that I should
pay this tax because I am competing with
others who do not pay it, and clearly they
must be more successful than I am." It Is
the duty of the Treasurer and the Govern-
ment to ensure that this law is enforced.
I do not think it Is right that the Treas-
urer or the Government should decide
which law should be obeyed or disobeyed.
It was rather interesting to note that
although at one stage the Premier said
he had the support of other States
for the abolition of road maintenance tax.

in fact only recently it was shown that
he was not supported by other States, be-
cause a statement to this effect appeared
in the Press.

Evidently the Treasurer is quite
adamant about continuing on this disas-
trous course of seeking to abolish the road
maintenance tax and, if he Is successful.
I am sure it will be to the detriment of the
people in this State. The roads in West-
ern Australia are of tremendous length
and they have to be maintained. We can-
not afford to place in jeopardy the contri-
bution of millions of dollars by the Com-
monwealth Government to maintain these
roads.

Two members of the Country Party raised
the question of water, and I now wish to
speak on water catchmnent, because I be-
leve the recent performances of the
Minister and the Government have been
rather perplexing.

As I speak on this matter I will indicate
to the House just how perplexing are the
policies. In the area to which I make
reference there are two types of catch-
ments. There are those administered by
the Metropolitan Water Board, and they
Include the catchments of the Canning
Dam, the Victoria Reservoir, the Bickley
Reservoir, and another smaller reservoir in
the Bickley area. The Metropolitan Water
Board has a policy of removing all the
people in the catchment areas, and as It
obtains funds it is progressively buying up
properties with the ultimate idea of taking
these people away from catchment areas.

I would like to relate the history of the
water catchments that are now adminis-
tered by the Metropolitan Water Board.
About 1922 the Government decided to
adopt a policy of clearing people from the
catchment areas, and So it began buying
up the properties. A little later it abandoned
that policy and sold the developed land,
in some cases back to the people who
originally owned the land.

Now it seems we are getting back to
square 1, where the Water Board is, in
fact, buying up the land again. In some
cases it is leasing the purchased land back
to the former owners, with the object of
one day removing the people from the
catchment areas when it owns all the land.
I believe this to be a very harsh policy
on the people who are affected.

I would like to relate a couple of in-
stances to Indicate just how severe this
policy Is. Mr. Ray Owen, a former mem-
ber of this House, lives at Cannel on a
catchment area that has not been active
for a number of years. It has now been
decided by the Metropolitan Water Board
that it will harvest the water from that
catchment, and so It placed restrictions on
the type of development that might be
conducted thereon.
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Mr Owen has a son who has been living
and working on an adjacent property, and
the son desires to build some additions to
his house in order to accommodate the
Increase in his family; but the Water Board
has indicated to him that it will not pre-
vent him from making the additions, but
it will not give him any compensation for
the cost of those buildings. I suppose from
the Point of view of the taxpayers we can
say there is some logic in that approach.
It will not allow people to expand their
assets and thus cause the taxpayers to Pay
more money when the board decides to buy
them out. However, there is no guarantee
that they will be remaining on their pro-
perties for one or for 15 years. The board
merely says that some day it will buy them
out, and therefore a cloud has been placed
over that area.

This is having a marked effect on the
value of land. There is, in effect, only one
buyer, and that is the Metropolitan Water
Board. It is standing off and waiting until
the orchardists desire to retire and get off
their properties. The owners of the pro-
perties have to go through the torture of
advertising the sale of their land, and of
telling prospective buyers that the land
might be taken over by the Water Board.
Consequently most buyers are frightened
off, and the owners have to reduce the
Prices asked in order to attract buyers.
This goes on and on. and as a consequence
the value of the land decreases. The Water
Board stands to benefit from this.

I1 submit It would be fairer for the Gov-
ernment to buy them out and get the
people off the properties. On the other
hand if it does not it should not prevent
people, such as the son of Mr. Owen, from
extending their houses to accommodate
their children. Mr. Owen's son is placed in
the position of having to spend money
which is hard for him to raise, because he
Is an orchardist, but he has to take a risk
in building the extensions to accommodate
his children. It may well turn out that
his property is taken over next year. and If
it is he will not get any compensation for
the additions.

Recently there was another case In this
same general area concerning Metropolitan
Water Board land, in which a Person made
application to the Shire of Kalamunda for
a permit to build. He was granted a per-
mit and he commenced to build. One day
a ranger from the Water Board came
around and told him to stop building. It
turned out that the Shire of Kalamunda
had erred in allowing him to build, and he
was eventually bought out by the Water
Board. He received compensation from the
Shire of Kalamunda, and he moved off the
property.

However, the Shire of Kalamunda had
reason to be bitter over the incident, be-
cause a little further down the road was
another person who had made a similar
application to the shire. The shire re-
ferred it to the Water Board, and a permit

was granted for that person to build a
house. The shire had a clear precedent on
which to act, and It used the precedent
In granting the first person a permit to
build. Again that highlights some in-
consistency.

For some time there has been a running
battle between the Pickering Brook Sports
Club and the Metropolitan Water Board.
The club wished to extend Its facilities to
cater for its members, but the Water Board
said It would ultimately buy the land. It
did not say when. It would not permit the
club to build the facilities.

However, pressure was brought to bear
from some quarters, and it has now been
decided that the Water Board will buy the
clubhouse and certain facilities from the
Pickering Brook Sports Club at a cost of
$82,500, and shift the club from that catch-
ment area to another catchment area. So.
$82,500 of public money is to be spent in
shifting the facilities of the Pickering
Brook Sports Club. I submit that this is
ridiculous, anid is a public scandal.

I made a suggestion to the General
Manager of the Metropolitan Water Board
that instead of shifting these facilities, the
board should consider the building of a
receival pit and pump the effluent from the
waste water system from this point to
some other area away from the catchment.
I believe this would be of advantage to the
club which does not want to shift; further-
more it would be a great saving to the
State. However, my suggestion has fallen
on deaf ears.

I have referred to two types of water
catchments, and I come now to what is
known as the lower Helena catchmient
area. This catchment has been proclaimed
only recently, although it has been known
for some time that a water catchment
would be defined. I made representations
to the Minister for Town Planning on two
or three occasions on behalf of people who
were desirous of subdividing their land in
order to make a portion of it available to
a son or a daughter on which to build a
home. I was Impressed with the way the
Minister received the appeals against the
decisions of the board; in fact, he upheld
several of them. However, the Minister has
now decided that there is a possibility and,
In fact, a real danger or threat to the
purity of the water supply. He has refused
to uphold the appeals.

I made representations to him again and
pointed out that the number of people who
woud come onto the catchment as a result
of the few appeals being upheld was insig-
nificant. One has to bear in mind that
parts of some townships such as Mundar-
ing, Glen Forrest, Gooseberry Hill, Kala-
munda, Bickley, Carmel, Carilla, and Pick-
ering Brook are on this catchment area.
Hundreds of people live in these centres.
The Public Works Department has recog-
nised this, and it Is treating the water
that Is harvested from these areas.
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I contended, and still maintain, that the
number of people who would reside on the
catchmient areas as a result of appeals on
the grounds of compassion being upheld,
would be infinitesimal, and would have no
effect whatever on the Purity of the water
involved.

Mr. Graham: You may be right but you
remember I told You Your argument was
with the water supply department.

Mr. THOMPSON: I will come to that
in a moment. The Minister for Works told
me that this was his problem. He opposes
it very strenuously. On the 24th May the
Minister for Works wrote. In part, as fol-
lows:-

As You are no doubt aware, the Pub-
lic Works Department is opposed not
only to this subdivision, but all pro-
posals to subdivide on the Lower Hel-
ena Catchment Area, where the land
is zoned rural. The reason for this
opposition to the subdivision of rural
land is that such subdivision will only
add to the further indiscriminate de-
velopment of the catchmient instead of
containing orderly growth of small re-
stricted areas already zoned urban.
Subdivision within these urban areas
is not opposed.

Very good. On the same day the then Min-
ister for Town Planning (Mr. Graham)
wrote in part, as follows--

My colleague, the Hon. Minister for
Works, has advised you that his De-
partment is not opposed to growth of
established settlements within the
Urban zone, but it cannot accept in-
discriminate subdivision and develop-
ment within the catchment.

There is an understandable reluc-
tance to create a dangerous precedent
and as much as I would like to help
Mrs. Colgan,-

We are
wanted
blocks.

talking about a Mrs. Colgan who
to subdivide 32 acres into four
To continue-

-1 amn bound to support what
is necessary for the conservation of
a very valuable water-supply source.

Very good indeed. One would have to
applaud a Government which is prepared
to go that far in an effort to keep the
water pure. Those letters were dated the
24th May.

Mr. Graham: Was it supported or op-
posed by the local authority?

Mr. THOMPSON: Supported I believe.
On the 27th June-one month later- the
same Minister (Mr. Graham) gave prelim-
inary approval for the subdivision of 85
acres of rural land on that same water
catchment area. How inconsistent in the
extreme! The Government says it stands
to protect the rights of the working or
little man. I know one little man who will
not be voting Labor next time, if he did
the last.

Mr. Graham: Is there not a difference?
One is in a townslte and the other is not.

Mr. THOMPSON: It is not a townsite if
it is zoned rural.

Mr. Graham: You'd be surprised.
Mr. THOMPSON: I thought that what

governed a townslte was whether It had an
urban zoning.

Mr. Graham: We have a metropolitan
region town planning scheme which covers
many acres of zoned rural land.

Mr. THOMPSON: Coming back to the
point, would four houses built on the
catchment area produce more pollution
than houses on 85 acres subdivided into
half-acre lots? Not blooming likely!

I believe that the inconsistencies of the
Government in relation to this very issue
-that is, water catehments--is such that
a very searching inquiry and study should
be made of the Government's policies to
ensure there is no detrimental effect on
the people who receive the water and the
people who are in the position of having
their livelihoods placed in jeopardy by the
policies of the Government.

I only hope that whatever the policies
are they are upheld and that the Govern-
ment does not adopt the attitude of one
policy for one person and a different
polity for another. I believe it is a scan-
dal that $82,000 of public money is being
spent to shift a facility from one catch-
ment area to another. This is not con-
sistent and I believe the Government is
most blameworthy, to use an expression
sometimes used by the Premier.

I suppose if I did not make some refer-
ence to power lines people would wonder
what was wrong. I wish to refer to a talk-
back session on 6PR between Garry Mead-
ows and the Mlinister for Electricity on the
24th July. Here again I believe that when
Ministers of the Crown make Public ut-
terances those utterances should be accu-
rate. I would like to quote from a couple
of passages of the transcript of the talk-
back session which I requested. I also re-
quested a copy of the tape.

Mr. May: Are they the ones You wrote
for Garry Meadows?

Mr. THOMPSON: I did not write any-
thing for Garry Meadows. At one stage
Garry Meadows asked if there would be a
second row of towers across the foothills.
Mr. May replied-

No, this is wrong because we will be
making provision on the existing
transmission line for all power to be
included on the one line, there will
be no extension or no duplication of
the line.

I believe we all know that is not the case.
On the 140-foot pylons It will be Possible to
increase the capacity of the line by equip-
ping the second side of the crossanns with
conductors. No Provision can be made on
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the 18-foot pylons which pass through the
foothills to increase the capacity because
of the very nature of the design of those
towers.

When the Minister announced the Gov-
ernment's decision about the compromise
-two lines and two routes instead of one
-he Pointed out that within 10 years It
may be necessary to construct a second
row of towers in the foothills, but that by
that time it may be possible to Put them
underground. A very distinct possibility
exists that a second row of towers will
have to be constructed through the foot-
hills and the Minister should have made
that point clear instead of saying there
would be no extension or duplication of
the line, when in fact he ought to know,
If he does not, that duplication will occur
within 10 years. If duplication will not
occur, will he justify the construction of
the 140-foot towers which are designed
Principally to accommodate a second set
of lines?

Further on in the radio session reference
was made to the subject of a question I
asked without notice in this House today.
The transcript reads as follows:-

G.M.: So the complete route has
been submitted to the Environmental
Protection Authority for their opin-
ion?

May: Oh yes-my very word.
G. M.: And what was their opinion?
May: Their opinion was that-in

the interest of the State. both from
a technological point of view, anid al-
so from an aesthetically and environ-
mental point of view-that the pres-
ent route for both lines was accept-
able.

I asked for the paper to be tabled and if
the Minister could point out to me where
in this paper the E.P.A. stated it has re-
viewed the line in the terms the Minister
referred to in that show, I will eat my
hat. In fact, the only reference made
was in the second paragraph of clause 2
which reads--

In view of the fact that the Govern-
ment, after due consideration, found
this suggestion unacceptable at the
time, and in view of the fact that
this was a Cabinet decision and that
several months' work has been car-
ried out since then, the E.P.A. has
not sought to review this particular
aspect further.

Mr. May: Read clause 6.

Mr. THOMPSON: All right.
The SPEAKER: Order! I will point out

to the honourable member that he has a
motion on this subject on the notice paper.
Whilst I have allowed him to make refer-
ence to it he cannot have a full-scale de-
bate on the matter.

Mr. THOMPSON: Thank You. Sir. I
will accept your guidance and will leave
this matter till a later date. I conclude
by saying that I do not think this Gov-
erment knows where it is going.

Mr. Graham: You cannot leave it there.
You had better apologise.

Mr. Rushton: There is no need for an
apology.

Mr. Graham: I have read it and it is
there in that clause 6.

Mr. THOMPSON: That refers only to
the Guildford Grammar School section.
The only reference to the request made by
Environment 2000 is contained in clause
2. There is no further reference to the
overall project; and I hope the Minister
has a jolly good look at this before the
debate on my motion resumes, because I
certainly will.

May I conclude by saying that I do not
believe this Government knows where It
Is going. I believe it has been making
grandiose statements which mean noth-
ing. It has not produced anything in the
way of performance and, in fact, I can-
rnot see that it has done anything in the
period of 18 months. I do not think the
Government has been consistent in any-
thing at all, and it is not doing the job
which the people in this State would like
to be done.

MR. R. L. YOUNG (Wembley) E9.41
p.m.]: We are discussing a Bill to grant
the Government supply to carry on the
running of this State, and I suppose it
would be unfair were we not to make some
assessment of the situation as it existed
when the present Government came Into
power and as it exists at the moment.

During the course of my speech I intend
to refer to some of the statements made
by the Treasurer prior to his election, and
then to look at the situation which now
exists half way through his term of office.
I will finish up by telling the House what
will happen to this State if the Govern-
ment continues at Its present rate.

Mr. Graham: It will go ahead after the
29th October when Billy McMahon is out.

Mr. R. L.. YOUNG: I will go 18 months
further ahead and say that the State will
really go ahead when we become the Gov-
erment in 1974. Prior to the last election,
on the 13th February, The West Australian
newspaper Published a summary of the
election Promises made by the then
Leader of the Opposition. When members
have stopped laughing at what I have to
say they will recognise the quotes as being
some of the greatest mils-statements of all
time.

The first statement was that the cost of
reduced charges for electricity were to be
borne by the State Electricity Commission
and, accordingly, would not affect the State
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Budget. Also, there was to be no increase
in State taxes or charges during the next
financial year. The then Leader of the
Opposition said he was confident that with-
out any increase in taxes he would com-
fortably meet all the promises he had
made.

Those statements were made at a time
when the Present Treasurer knew the state
of the economy. He knew, at the time he
made those comments, that the Govern-
ment was committed to an additional
$14,240,000 for wages. On the 22nd July,
1971, I asked the Treasurer the amount in-
volved in wages as a result of the national
wage case in November, 1970. The answer
was that a sum of $14,240,000 was involved
In wage increases to the State Public Ser-
vice prior to the time when the Premier
made his election speech.

Therefore, on the 3rd February when he
delivered his speech he knew that the
wages had, in fact, increased and that the
State's costs would also increase by that
amount. The then Leader of the Opposi-
tion went on to say he had it on good
authority from one of the ex-Ministers of
the last Government that there would be
an increase of $20,000,000 in revenue to
this State from mining royalties. The
statement made by the ex-Minister was,
in fact, that there would have been an
increase of approximately $20,000,000 In
the State's finances, including mining
royalties. The most Incredible thing about
this statement by the then Leader of the
Opposition was that he was prepared to
have the State believe he could justify
promises of this nature, involving almost
$10,000,000 over and above a normal Bud-
get year, on the single unconfirmed and
incorrectly reported statement of one
Minister.

At the time the present Treasurer made
the promises on which he was elected he
either knew he could not keep his promises,
or he made the promises wantonly know-
ing he could not keep them. Otherwise,
he did not understand some of the state-
ments made by the then Premier (Sir
David Brand'.

Sir David Brand had pointed out. quite
clearly, on the 14th December, the exact
position of the State finances as a result
of the national wage case. All of this has
been said previously but I think it is essen-
tial to repeat it during this debate so that
we can look at the terms on which the
present Government was elected. We can
then proceed to what has happened since
the election,

As I have said, the then reader of the
Opposition stated there would be no in -crease in State taxes or charges during the
next financial year. and he made that
statement knowing the financial situation.
However, we find that in one single year
the present Government has increased
taxes and charges by approximately

$38,000,000. That, I take it, is no increase!
Those Increases do not include the re-
cently announced increased charges by the
abattoirs.

Some of the percentage increases in
taxes are quite incredible. They range
from as low as 6 per cent. to as high as
300 per cent., in some Instances. This in-
eludes departmental charges and taxes.
The amount of money raised on the first
Budget introduced by the Treasurer last
year was an increase of $16,100,000, or
thereabouts, in ordinary taxing measures.

Legislative proposals since then produced
another $2,000,000, and Government ser-
vice Charges produced a further
$12,500,000. As I have said, the increase
in abattoir charges has not been included.
There has been an increase of $38,000,000
since the Treasurer was elected on the
basis that there would be no increased
taxes. He made that statement knowing
the financial situation of the State.

A great deal has been said about unem-
ployment in this State, and I think that
what has already been said will have to
be repeated if this Government is to get
the message. It has already been said by
the Leader of the Opposition that when
the Government led by Sir David Brand
took over from the Hawke Government the
same situation applied. Western Australia.
at that time, bad the highest unemploy-
ment figures in Australia. During the term
of the Government led by Sir David Brand
wve became the State with the lowest num-
ber of unemployed. However, we are now
back to the highest number.

It is all very well for members on the
other side of the H-ouse to say that the
situation is the same throughout Aus-
tralia. However, if they check the situa-
tion which exists In Victoria, New South
Wales, and Queensland, they will find
that the unemployment situation is well
below that of Western Australia. Unem-
ployment is decreasing in some of the
Eastern States capitals but in Western
Australia the figure is increasing.

It is interesting to note some of the
other aspects concerning what is going on
in this State at the moment-half way
through the term of the Present Govern-
ment.

Mr. Taylor: Which year did the previous
Government hold the employment record
for Australia?

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: The Minister will
have to bear with me as I do not have the
figures with me.

Mr. Taylor: Would the honourable
member tell me privately: I will be In-
terested.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I think the year was
1968. The number of People receiving un-
employment benefit in Western Australia,
in 1969-70, totalled 484. That is the
monthly average. Now, the figure is over
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4,000. The number of people registered for
employment in this State in 1969-70 total-
led 3,900 as a monthly average, but the
figure is now over 10,000. 1 think the latest
figure is over 11,000.

Looking at some of the industry aspects
of what has happened up to date, building
permits and approvals for 1969-70 totalled
26,071. In 1971-72 they were down to
19,150. That is the monthly average.

Mr. Graham: Why not quote the figures
for 1970-71?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Would the Deputy
Premier like that?

Mr. Graham: Yes, because the current
figures are very much higher.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I will go back,' for
the benefit of the Deputy Premier. The
monthly average of unemployment in
1969-70 was 484.

Mr. Graham: Give us the building
figures.

Mr. fl. L. YOUNG: In 1970-71 the
monthly unemployment average was 893;
in 1971-72, 1,995; and it is now over 4,000.
If the Deputy Premier is happy with that,
I will go on.

Mr. Graham: Give us the building
figures.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The monthly average
of building Permits and approvals in
1969-70 was 26,071; in 1970-71, 21,332; and
In 1971-72, 19,150.

Mr. Graham: Where did you get those
figures?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Perhaps the Deputy
Premier does not believe the monthly
statistical summary of the Commonwealth
Statistician.

Mr. Graham: Housing figures were con-
siderably higher in the financial year just
concluded than they were in the previous
year, which was the last year of your
Government's term of office.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I suggest the Deputy
Premier should check what I have just
said.

Mr. Graham: I suggest the member for
Wembley should check what I have just
said.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: Members on the
other side of the House have a habit of
contradicting what we say, but in the last
session the Premier had to get up to
apologise for incorrect figures he gave us.

Mr. Davies: He was man enough to do
It, anyway.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The value of new
buildings on a monthly average in 1969-7D
was $32,900.000: In 1970-71, $27,000,000;,
and in 1971-72, $24,500,000.

Whenever we start to talk about this
problem people must obviously ask the
reason. The first thing that comes from

the other side of the House is that It is
because Australia is in such a terrible mess.
The fact is Australia is not in a terrible
mess, and this fabrication has been created
in the minds of Western Australians by
the Present Government.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Each of the Premiers
from the other States would not agree
with that statement.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: That remark is be-
yond me, because the situation in Victoria
is infinitely better than it is in Western
Australia. The situation in New South
Wales is infinitely better than it is in
Western Australia. The situation in
Queensland is infinitely better than it is
Western Australia. However, I know that
if we were to talk to the Premiers of South
Australia and Tasmania they would say
the same as this Government has said be-
cause they are of the same ilk.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I suggest the honour-
able member should read the Press from
each of the cities, Melbourne, Sydney. and
Brisbane, of a few days before the last
conference to see the comments of the
Premiers of those States.

Mr. R ' L.' YOUNG: The figures do not
indicate that.

Mr. Graham: They do not have the
figures at 1140 Hay Street.

Sir Charles Court: The Premiers were
chasing money.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: When we ask what
Is the matter with this State we always
receive the same answer: it is the Com-
monwealth's fault, or the world economic
problem. I will never forget the day the
metal trade workers came to Parliament
House. The Deputy Premier went out to
them, waved his 6-foot long index finger
at them, and said, "It is such a shame you
have to come up here. It is a crime that
honest men have to come here when they
are looking for work in this State. The
fault lies with the Government in Can-
berra. " He went on to say why. It was
simply incredible because the plain fact
of the matter is that if this Government
were to face up to its responsibilities and
stop accepting being last all the time, it
would have to be at least a little better
off.

Sir Charles Court: You did not quote
the bit where the Deputy Premier lost his
composure when a man interjected from
the back and said, "What is the State
going to do for us?"

Mr. Graham: Anyhow the meeting out-
side agreed with my contention.

Mr. ft. L. YOUNG: The people who were
outside had been trained to believe it. We
talk continually about the State and the
nation's economy. I would be quite happy
to admit two things. Firstly, as I have
said on a number of occasions in this
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House, I firmly believe the Commonwealth
has too large a share of the taxing powers
of the country,

Mr. Graham: That is jolly decent of
you.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: The States are being
robbed of income they would otherwise
have. Another very important aspect
which the people of Australia must wak e
up to shortly is that since Mr. Hawke took
control of the A.C.T.U. there has been a
series of attitudes-whether they result in
strikes or other industrial turmoil-which
have brought about a tremendous drop in
the grass national product of this country.
I am sure the union leaders of this coun-
try will have to accept the fact that they
must stop this rot Of trying to goad their
members into believing this country is on
its knees and, instead, convince them that
it is a good place to live in with plenty
of work if men are prepared to face up
to it reasonably. If they stop the rot
which has been caused by Mr. Hawke, per-
haps the gross national product may start
to run somewhere in line with the per-
centage increase in wages.

During the course of the speech made
by the Leader of the Opposition, the Deputy
Premier made constant reference to what
he was doing in Japan. There seemed to
be some kind of innuendo that the Leader
of the Opposition had gone to Japan to try
to wreck the State's economy, or some-
thing of that nature. The Minister for
Health interjected and asked tne Leader
of the Opposition whether he would next
get onto the yellow peril, It seemed to me
it would have been better for the Govern-
ment to cast Its mind back to some of the
propaganda it has used in the past about
Japanese horrors and what the Japanese
might do to the economy. There is no
need to go back to the A.L.P. pre-election
propaganda of some years ago when little
Japanese flags were stuck all over Western
Australia. I cannot see how that would
have brought camaraderie from the Japan-
ese in later years. it is only necessary to
go back to just before the last election
to an A.L.P. pre-election magazine contain-
ing a cartoon that was drawn by the pro-
phet of doom, Pagram, showing Sir Charles
Court, Sir David Brand, and a few others,
pouring the wealth of Australia into the
tat, bloated stomachs of the capitalists be-
hind whom was a grinning Japanese busi-
nessman. Now the Government says that
It cannot attract industry.

Mr. Graham: who said we cannot?

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: The Government has
not been honest enough to admit it but
the fact is the Government cannot attract
Industry here.

Mr. Graham: Mr. Gorton will be here
in the next few days to try to warn the
people of Western Australia about over-
doses of foreign Investment.

(69)

Mr. Hutchinson: The Deputy Premier is
seeking it.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: Is the Deputy Premier
saying he does not believe in overseas in-
vestment in this country?

Mr. Graham: Listen to what Mr. Gorton
has to say.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG; I am talking of the
Stat Government. is the Deputy Pre-
mier saying he does not want foreign in-
vestment?

Mr. Graham: I am not saying that. I
am referring to what a one-time prominent
Liberal says.

Sir Charles Court: One-time.
Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: I cannot see the

sense of that Interjection. If I were debat-
ing a Supply Bill in the Federal Parlia-
ment It might make sense.

Sir Charles Court: Mr. Whitlam does not
like foreign capital.

Mr. Graham: McMahon will go in a
few months and Carton will probably be
back.

Mr. R,. L. YOUNG: When we start ask-
ing what can be done in Western Australia,
we must have some regard for these mat-
ters. We must also have regard for the
fact that the Government is not encourag-
ing industry to this State. There are many
other factors, one of which is the Infamous
prices control Bill, as it has been termed.
Hardly a member of the Government can
talk about it without his tongue in his
cheek and a smile on his face.

Mr. Taylor: You are being unfair.
Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: I am being unfair!

With all due respect to the Minister for
Prices Control, is he suggesting the Bill Is
honestly worth being brought into opera-
tion?

Mr. Taylor: It would not be here if it
were not. Fair go I

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: What studies has the
Minister undertaken with regard to the
cost of setting up the office and other
associated expenses to administer the Act?

Mr. Taylor: We will only be catching up
with three other States which have it.
including those with a Country Party Gov-
ernment and a Liberal Government.

Mr. Rt. L. YOUNG: Has anything been
done about thinking of putting it into
practice?

Mr. Taylor: Yes.
Mr. ft. L. YOUNG: That surprises me. I

would bet the two most disappointed people
in Western Australia if the Bill were to go
through would be the Minister for Prices
Control and the Premier. Every member
on the opposite side of the Rouse knows
this, as does everyone on this side.

Mr. Davies: Listen to the Prophet of
doom now-one who is not prepared to
have a go.
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Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am talking about
objectivity, not subjectivity.

Mr. Davies: You are not talking about
doing anything.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: I am talking about
creativity-I speak against a policy of not
bringing things down to their lowest level.

Mr. May: Are you aware that your Gov-
erniment came into office in 1959 and the
first ton of iron ore was exported from the
Pilbara in June, 1966? We have been in
office for 18 months. We have a bit of
time left.

Sir Charles Court: Not a ton is going out
as a result of your efforts: and before
Pilbara started, Geraldton started.

Mr. Graham: Because you left the pipe-
line empty.

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: A production graph
can be either upside down or the right
way up. At least ours was the right way
up; yours is on the way down.

Among the matters which tend to dis-
courage industry in this State, and which
therefore have a great effect on unemploy-
ment, are the gradual and increasing intro-
duction of day labour into the work force,
the use of next year's loan funds to finance
Public works Programmes, and the T.L.C-
U.F.G.A. abattoir project in which the tax-
payer is the only Person who can lose.
These are the sorts of things that have an
effect on the amount of money that comes
into this State and the amount of money
that people are prepared to invest, whether
they be Australians or people from over-
seas. ithe Government of the day cannot
see that, it cannot see anything.

If the Government really believes that
what we on this side of the House have
said is absolutely wrong, the fairest thing
it can do-and I am not being facetious--
is to resign and challenge us to go to the
Polls to see whether we are right or wrong.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The north or the south?

Mr. R. L. YOUNG: The way the Govern-
ment operates it would be split into two
camps; half would be at one pole and
the other half would be at the other pole.

If the Government does not resign-
who could be blessed with such fortune?
-and give us a chance to prove what we
have said tonight, it should at least take
warning from what we have said in this
House. The Government should stop dis-
couraging business and learn to think
Positively. It should stop accepting the
fact that it will be last because it has al-
ways been last, Why not give even
socialism a chance to break the unemploy-
ment situation by being a little more
positive?

It may be that what has been said on
this side of the House tonight will come
true, and, although we are the last people
in the world who want to see the situa-
tion arise, we cannot at the moment see

any alternative than that in a few
months' time the unemployment situation
in this State will be even worse than it
is now. It has been said that if this Gov-
ernment could look at a 1.8 per cent, uin-
employment situation it would be very
happy. It may well be that if the Govern-
ment does not take notice of what has
been said on this side of the House, in
a few months' time it will be looking back
and wishing it had a 2.9 per cent. or 3.2
Per cent. unemployment situation.

I have made it quite clear that we on
this side of the House would like nothing
better than to see the unemployment
situation resolved. That is our policy. We
want people to have jobs. That was our
Platform when we were in Government,
and that is what our platform will be
when we are back in Government in 1974.

MR. RVUE (Ascot) (10.04 p.m.]: It was
not initially my intention to join in this
debate but I believe a couple of points
emphasised by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the honourable member who has
Just resumed his seat fully warrant a little
clarification and correction.

Mr. T. fl. Evans: They deserve more
than clarification.

Mr. BRYCE: Two points require basic
correction. The Leader of the Opposition
Pointed out at great length that during
the period of the Brand Government the
People in this State enjoyed the best level
of unemployment in the country.

Mr. O'Connor: Employment.

Mr. BRYCE: I said "the best level of
unemployment," which presumes the
lowest level. Generalities were used to
describe this so-called best level compared
with the so-called worst level that exists
right now. Statistically, that statement
does not stand the test.

Mr. Rushton: Have a look at the graph.
It looks like a coathanger from Labor
Government to Labor Government.

Mr. BRYCE: If the honourable member
is prepared to listen intelligently-

Mr. Janmeson: Do not ask the Im-
Possible!

Mr. BRYCE: The figures I will quote
are official figures from the State Govern-
ment Department of Labour, and I would
ask members opposite to take this point.
During the 12-year period of the Brand
Government the level of unemployment
in this State was higher than the national
average for seven of those Years. In 1959
it was .7 per cent, above the national
average.

Sir Chailes Court: That was taken
over from the Labor Government and was
an improvement on the previous figure.

Mr. BRYCE: Do not jump to conclusions.
The picture will develop if I am given the
opportunity to continue. In 1960 unem-
ployment in this State was .5 per cent.
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above the national average; in 1961 it was
.1 Per cent. above the national average;
in 1963 it was .1 per cent. above the
national average; in 1984 it was .7 per
cent above the national average; In 1985
it was .4 per cent. above the national
average; in 1970 it was .11 per cent. above
the national average; and in 1971 It was
.25 per cent. above the national average.

Far from the cry that during the term
of the previous Government this State had
the best levels in the nation, during seven
of the 12 years of the Brand Government's
administration the level of unemployment
in this State was above the national aver-
age.

Sir Charles Court: You are forgetting
one important statistic. It was still better
than in other years.

Mr. BRYCE: I will deal with the replies
which I have patiently awaited from the
Leader of the Opposition concerning the
statesmanlike economic policies that were
employed by the previous Government
when it read the so-called signs and fore-
stalled the inevitable recessions. On a
number of occasions I have actually asked
the Leader of the Opposition to reveal to
the House those sophisticated economic
policies.

Mr. Rushton: How would you under-
stand them?

Mr. BRYCE: I have been very patient
and I believe that tonight we got as close
to the truth as we have been since 1 have
been in this House. What measures were
taken to avoid the recession in 1961? 1 am
not able to quote from Hansard but the
answer given tonight was, in the words of
the Leader of the Opposition, "We went
to the financial institutions; we went to
the leaders of the business world and we
pleaded, 'Please stick with us. "

Sir Charles Court, Because we were sort-
Ing out a mess left by your Government.

Mr. BRYCE: If that is the level of soph-
istication of the economic policies of the
members opposite and their spokesmen, I
suggest they rode the crest of a wave which
was not of their own making, and I am
sure they do not even know how they
hung on to that crest.

Sir Charles Court: He is overlooking the
fact that mioney was the problem.

Mr. Graham: Money was not the prob-
leni. You had so much money you did not
know what to do with it.

MR. COYNE (Murchison-Eyre) [10.10
pm.]: I wish to speak tonight on a matter
of vital importance to the constituents of
the Murchison-Eyre electorate. I have
raised this matter of the electricity charges
in this very scattered electorate before. In
my Address-in-Reply speech I referred to
electricity charges in small towns such as
Yalgoo, Cue, and Wiluna.

Whenever I visit these towns I am con-
fronted with complaints about the cost of
electricity. The latest complaint has come
from the business community in the towns
of Meekatharra and Leonora. in these
towns the charges are apparently reason-
able by comparison with the charges
thrr~ughout the rest of the electorate,
Household charges are generally between
18c and 19c per unit, whereas business es-
tablishments in Meekatharra pay 11c per
unit for the first 50 units, 10c per unit for
the second 50 units, and 9c per unit there-
after.

Mr. May: Who operates the electricity
supply at Yalgoo?

Mr. COYNE: The various shire councils
throughout the area operate the electri-
city supplies.

Mr. Graham: Can you remember what
steps were taken by the late Liberal-
Country Party Government in respect of
electricity charges?

Sir Charles Court: Tremendous improve-
ments In the north.

Mr. Graham: After 12 years in Govern-
ment?

Sir Charles Court: Tremendous advances
were made. Ask the member for Pilbara.
Electricity was brought down to the South-
West priccs.

Mr. Graham: The charges must have
been brought down if it is l~c and 19e a
unit now.

Mr. COYNE: It is 18c and 19c per unit
in the smaller towns but it gets down to
7c at Leonora and 8c at Mt. Magnet.

I would like to give a few examples of
electricity charges in this area. A hotel at
Meekatharra. also operates 12 motel units
and these consume 3,117 units of electricity
a month. The hotel consumes 4,251 units
a month and the total cost of electricity
is $676 a month. This is something like
$8,000 a year and it Is a very heavy burden.
To be competitive these days motel units
have to provide heaters in the winter and
air conditioners in the summer. People are
now looking for these amenities but the
motels are not able to afford the electricity
to run them.

I mentioned previously that the ordinary
householder in these country towns is
denied the use of even basic appliances
because of the high cost of electricity.
The Brand Government made the election
Promise that it would subsidise the charges
to allow these people to enjoy the amenities
which should be available to everyone and
not only those In provincial towns.

The other example I wish to quote is
that of a small cafe which provides meals.
The cafe's consumption of electricity is
871 units a month and this costs $80.03.
This amounts to a considerable sum over
a year.
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Early consideration should be given to
some system whereby the electricity
charges throughout the State can be made
more equitable. A subsidy system incor-
porating the metropolitan area could be
instituted. In many country towns water
is already subsidised in this way. Cue is
subsidised by something like $22,000 and
the situation in Mt. Magnet is very simi-
lar. Surely we can subsidise the electri-
city supplies to the shire councils?

I would like to mention one other matter
although I do not wish to dwell too long
on it. I made a recent trip through the
Warburton Range in the eastern part of
my electorate. I was very close to the
Northern Territory border, and decided to
go to Ayers Rock. I called in at the War-
burton Range Mission to look at the pro-
jects being undertaken by the Department
of Community Welfare. I noticed that one
project being developed was the manufac-
ture of cement bricks. The bricks were
being made on site to build huts and other
buildings for the natives. A small mould
was being operated on about a six to one
basis, and probably five bricks were being
made with every mould. These were pressed
bricks and in my opinion they were much
too small for the type of building needed
in the area. The natives who were making
the bricks were not aware of the fact that
these bricks would be used for native
houses.

A similar project has been carried on
for a number of years at the Seventh Day
Adventist Mission in Wiluna. However, as
the bricks are made the houses are con-
structed and the natives are able therefore
to see the results of their labours and
this provides motivation for the work and
assists them to make decisions on their
own future.

Further on we called into the Docker
River Mission and then on to Ayers Rock.
At Ayers Rock we had the opportunity to
inspect a service station which was being
built. The natives from the Docker River
Mission were helping to build it, and it
was a much more sophisticated structure.
The bricks were also made on site but the
natives were using a machine developed by
the United Nations for use in undeveloped
countries.

The machine, which worked on the
hydraulic Principle, Produced a brick
measuring 12 x 6 x 3. The normal formula
of six of sand to one of cement was used,
although the sand was much heavier than
normal and had much more body in it.
The mixture was Pressed into a very fine
brick with smooth sides, and as the handle
Was released the brick came up through
the bottom with an action similar to that
of a piston. It was then taken and placed
on the stack.

I feel this idea should be encouraged in
an effort to assist the natives. We con-
stantly hear about the need for houses for

natives in remote areas. I know that in
the town of Loeonora houses which cost
something like $26,000 are being built to
accommodate natives. The houses are
being built to accommodate about five or
six native families and they are scattered
throughout the town. I feel that if a
project such as I have mentioned were
inaugurated and the natives were en-
couraged to assist in producing the bricks
-which are the basic requirement of any
building-not only would the natives be
able to see what they are doing, and that
they are helping themselves, but also a
tremendous saving would be made in the
building of houses.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Were you impressed
with what you saw being done by these
project officers?

Mr. COYNE: I was very impressed with
what I saw the project officer doing at
Ayers Rock: but I1 think the operation at
Warburton could be improved. I took the
opportunity to bring back a couple of the
bricks. I left one at the Seventh Day
Adventist Mission at Wiluna, and another
at Meekatharra where the local people are
endeavouring to commence a building for
a kindergarten.

Constantly we hear protests about
housing for natives, and we have heard
that 1,500 houses are needed. Why cannot
we encourage assistance such as I have
mentioned? It is not only the natives
in the towns who want houses: the natives
in the desert also want them. At present
they live in mia-mias. What is to stop us
providing concrete shelters, even if they
comprise only two rooms? At least they
will serve to protect the natives from the
cold. I feel this idea could be encouraged
because it will enable the natives to help
themselves.

Our trip was sponsored by the Wiluna
Shire Council and its purpose was more
or less to promote the upgrading of the
Gun Barrel Highway, which stretches
from Wiluna right to the Warburton turn-
off, on to the Giles weather station,
through to Docker River, and then on to
the Ayers Rock and Alice Springs areas.
The council was endeavouring to accede
to representations made to it by various
tourist concerns which requested the up-
grading of the road in order to cater for
the tourist potential. West Darling Tours
is the organisation which was the most
vociferous of the applicants. That organ-
isation wished to provide a tour through
the Ayers Rock area, on to Docker River,
into Wiluna, and thence out to the iron
ore country to complete the round trip by
takin- in Kununurra and Darwin, and
then back to Alice springs.

I think some attention should be given
to assisting the Wiluna Shire to upgrade
this road because in many sections it is
completely washed away and unsuitable
for anything but a four-wheel drive
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vehicle. The bus being used by West
Darling Tours cost about $40,000. It is
a unique vehicle which carries about 40
passengers. Each wheel Is driven in-
dependently. and even though the vehicle
has plenty of power it still runs into
difficulties in many places. Often passen-
gers must get out and push the bus through
the sandhllls.

There is not very much more I can say
about this situation; I do not wish to dwell
on the matter. However, I would request
the Government to give serious considera-
tion to the matter of electricity charges. I
know the Minister for Electricity is al-
ready considering this at the moment,
but I feel he is probably considering it
more from the point of view of the or-
dinary householder, I would suggest that
he also take into consideration the in-
terests of the business community and re-
duce the charges to same degree to enable
the people I have mentioned to be more
competitive

With regard to the Gun Barrel Highway
not only is there a need to upgrade the
road, but also to provide watering points
to make the trip less hazardous. Great
distances are involved; Giles weather sta-
tion Is about 182 miles from the Warburton
turnoff, and then it is something like 500
miles to Wiluna. It is an arid area, and a
long trip is involved which would be haz-
ardous to anyone other than an experi-
enced traveller. I would like to recommend
to the Government that the Wiluna Shire
Council be assisted with this project.

MR. HUJTCHINSON (Cottesloe) ( 10.28
p.m.]: Many of the inadequacies and the
sins of omnission or of commission of this
Government have been most disturbing to
the Opposition and to the public of West-
ern Australia in general. I refer to the
unemployment situation which, despite
how it may. be described in statistics over
the years, still remains the worst in Aus-
tralia, at this point of time. I refer to the
Jack of cnnfldence in the State which has
been engendered as a result of the lack of
correct control over the reins of Govern-
ment. I refer to the lack of responsibility
exhibited by the Government in endea-
vouring to blame anybody but itself for
various things which go wrong in Govern-
ment circles. This is disturbing to the
people and to the Opposition.

It may not worry members of
Government that the Opposition feels
this way, but surely it should wor-
ry them that the people feel this
way. It Is also most disturbing indeed
to find such direction of the Government
by the AL.P, from Trades Hall, We find
that the representatives of the people in
Parliament are not directly representi-i
their constituents but. in fact, are acting
as the A.L.P. Executive or Trades Hall
directs them to act. This must indeed be
most disturbing to the whole of the State,

and it seems to be a bad feature of Labor
Government. Numerous instances of this
have occurred, and a number of them have
been referred to already by the Leader of
the Opposition.

one concerned Pacminex and the de-
cision made In regard to it by the State
Executive of the A.LP. in directing the
Premier not to go ahead with the establish-
ment of that industry until certain action
had been taken to allow the Environmental
Protection Authority to vet It.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Another place did
exactly the same thing where your party
has the numbers.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I am not talking
about that; I am talking about direction
to a Government from an outside body.

I also want to refer to the Gary Cook
incident. The case of Gary Cook was men-
tioned by the Leader of the Opposition
when he pointed to the direction given by
the Trades Hall to the Government. I
think this was denied by a Minister on the
front bench opposite.

Mr, T. D. Evans: What was denied?
Mr. HUTCHINSON: It was denied that

there had been any Government direction
in regard to the release of Gary Cook.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The recommendation
was made by the Classifications Committee;
a body which was set up by your Govern-
ment.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Attorney-
General is saying that there are no direc-
tions or pressures coming from Trades
Hall instructing the Government to do as
it is told?

Mr. T. D. Evans: The Classifications
Committee made the recommendation, and
the answer to your query is "No."

Mr. HUTCHINSON: If I had not said
anything it would have been inferred by
all that there was no direction from
Trades Hall or the State Executive of the
A.L.P. telling the Government what to do
about Gary Cook.

Mr. Graham: I would say that they, and
undoubtedly many other people, expressed
their viewpoint. The point is that the
Government only took the advice of a
proper authority set up.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Set up by your Govern-
rment.

Mr. Graham: We did exactly as your
Government did with the committee's
recommendations.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Brown):
Order! The member for Cottesloc will
continue.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: It is obvious what
the Deputy Premier Is saying. I do not
want the Deputy Premier to clash with me
or I with him, because I will have him on
my side shortly.

Mr. T. D. Evans: I thought you were
coming over to join us.
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Mr. HUJTCHINSON: I am referring to
the Gary Cook case and the direction from
an outside body to the Government that
it should act in a certain way. This direc-
tion is featured in the Daily News of
Wednesday, the '7th June, 1972. 1 must
read a good deal of this article so that the
meaning will sink in. One can see the
direction in it. The article is written by
Philip Pendal and it reads as follows:-

LABOR BACKBENCHER IN
ATTACK ON MINISTER

By Philip Pendal
A well-known lawyer and State

Labor backbencher last night attacked
the "fitness' of Mr. Jerry Dolan to
hold the post of Minister for Police.

At an ALP executive meeting, Mr.
TI. A. Hartrey, the MVLA for Bolder-
Dundas, made his attack on Mr. Dolan
during a debate on the Imprisonment
of draft resister Gary Cook.

Mr. Bickerton: That Is democracy.
Surely anyone can criticise a Minister.

Mr. HUTCHINqSON: I hope the Minister
for Housing will listen to the rest of this
article as intently as he has listened to the
first paragraph.

Mr. Bickerton: We have all read it.
Mr. HUTCHINSON: The article con-

tinues-
Mr. Hartrey described Mr. Dolan as

a "bourgeois Minister for Police" but
said he was not attacking Mr. Dolan
personally.

"His fitness for the position has been
conspicuously absent," said Mr. Hart-
rey.

This leads to the point I was making. All
this about a Labor back-benclier attack-
Ing a Minister in another place! Presum-
ably It Is all good fun. The article con-
tinues-

The debate on Gary Cook began
when one delegate to last night's meet-
ing referred to a recent meeting
between the officers of the State
A.L.P. and the Chief Secretary, Mr.
Stubbs, to discuss the apparent lack
of action by Mr. Stubbs in arranging
for work-release from Fremantle Gaol
for Cook.

Sir Charles Court: Now it starts to come
out!

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I continue to quote
from this newspaper article-

The delegate said that since then
four weeks had passed-

Four weeks had passed since what had
happened? Obviously a direct request had
been made.

Mr. B!ckerton: Purely an assumption.
You have not prepared your speech and
you are looking for assistance from this
side of the House.

Mr. HUITCHINSON: And I must say the
Minister for Honing is doing that very
well. Continuing-

The delegate said that since then
four weeks had Passed "and this was
a long time for a person to be lan-
guishing In the hell of Fremantle
Gaol."

Mr. Hartrey then joined the debate
by saying that the State executive
ought always retain the right to tell
the Cabinet what to do. The Cook
case was a matter of urgency.

So there in a general sense we have one
of the Government's legal eagles express-
ing his opinion, and a direction from the
State Executive of the A.L.P. stating that
the Gary Cook case was a matter of
urgency, because four weeks had passed
and no action had been taken.

Mr. Davies: We are supposed to be doing
what we are told, and we have done
nothing for six weeks; you cannot have it
both ways.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: But there was a
delay. The article continues--

He said the party must be In a posi-
tion to tell the Government what it
wanted done.

"We know we have a bourgeois
Minister for Police."

This in itself, presumably, was a matter
of all good fun. The point is that just
after this, what happened? We all know
that Gary Cook was released.

Mr. T. D. Evans: On the recommenda-
tion of the Classifications Committee.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: He was released and
the delay that had gone on was overcome.

Mr. Davies: We have been doing what
we were told! You are basing your whole
speech on newspaper reports.

Sir David Brand: How many times have
you based your speech on newspaper re-
ports?

Mr. O'Neil: You are now criticising the
Press for its accuracy.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr. Brown):
Order!.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Minister for
Health may put whatever interpretation
he likes on this article, but the unbiased
reader would make his own Interpretation
of it. If we had a team of unbiased listen-
ers in this House I wonder which side they
would believe?

The inference I draw in regard to the
directions from the A.LP., or the implica-
tion by the Minister for Health that this
is all right, makes it perfectly clear that
nothing happened. I will let members on
the other side of the House make up their
own minds, as they obviously will.
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I consider it Is very bad indeed that
there should be directions from Trades
Hall in regard to vital Government mat-
ters. I am trying to emphasise the dangers
of a Government taking orders from an
outside body. I have already said that
members of Parliament are elected by their
electors and they are supposed to repre-
sent the people in the true sense of the
word. What I said on one occasion pre-
viously applies also in this Instance. I
said that the puppet masters at Trades
Hall pull the strings and those at the end
of the strings-the Government-dance to
their tune.

Mr. Graham: Was the Government
directed or was it requested?

Sir Charles Court: They were telling you
to get off your tails and get him out!I

Mr. Graham: But not with the cruditie's
as expressed by the Leader of the Oppos-
tion.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I think there is a
lot in what the Deputy Premier has said.
I consider there is very real room for
requests to be made.

Mr. Graham: In this instance was it a
request or a direction?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: One cannot deter-
mine this except that we have the com-
ments of the member for Boulder-Dundas.

Mr. Grahamn: He expressed his view quite
firmly, and surely he is entitled to do
tha R.t.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: He said the State
Executive must tell the Government what
it should do.

Mr. Graham: That is his view.
Mr. HUTCHINSON: It is the view held

by Mr. Chamberlain. Was it Mr. Chamber-
lain who said on television that he would
continue to direct the Government? I
cannot recall the incident, and perhaps
some member can remind me of it! This
is where I feel I must get the Deputy
Premier on my side, because he is very
disturbed, just as I was disturbed, about
this matter.

In The West Aust raian of the 15th
June, 1971, appears a report by David
Warren under the heading of "Graham
in plea for Labor unity." I will niot read
all the report. It is obvious from the
reading of it that the Deputy Premier was
disturbed about this direction from the
A.L.P. The first paragraph of the report
is as follows:-

The Acting Premier, Mr. Graham,
warned members of the A.L.P. last
night not to interfere with the party's
parliamentary wings.

His remarks were an apparent ref-
erence to last week's dispute between
the Government and the party's State
executive about the proposed alumina
refinery for the Darling Range,
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He went on, as another member has gone
on, to exhort his audience to recognise
the need for swimming or sinking together.
There must be quite a number of members
in the Labor Party who are concerned
with such directions. I see no harm In
requests being made. I think that is
legitimate, but when we find an executive,
an outside junta, or an outside body
directing a Government-or for that
matter the Opposition-what to do, it is
bad government for the people; it is bad
for the opposition; and it is bad for the
people.

Mr. Graham: In respect of the Gary Cook
issue, are you certain there was direction?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I have described
that incident. Would the Minister like me
to go over it again?

Mr. May: Not really.

Mr. Graham: You have admitted very
generously that the State Executive of
the Labor Party has the right to form
decisions and to submit requests to the
Government. Has it done anything more
than that?

Mr. O'Neil: It thinks it has the right
to direct the Government.

Mr. Graham: In this issue?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I have said there
is no absolute statement this is so, but
everything points towards that.

Mr. Graham: It depends on how fertile
your mind is.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I have already dis-
cussed this aspect with the Minister for
Health; it depends on one's point of view.
However, there have been these real direc-
tions, and they must be avoided at all
costs. I offer the Deputy Premier that
friendly bit of advice.

Mr. Bickerton: If that worries the public
then according to your theory there will
never be a Labor Government elected.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Unfortunately the
public forget very quickly, and these
matters are not given the publicity, the
prominence, or the headlines they deserve.
One never knows about the reactions of the
public. They are a strange mixture of
people. I might have a go at the Minister
for Housing later on.

There is another disturbing point it
want to bring out in this forum. I refer
to another newspaper report, although
it is generally not my practice to refer to
these reports. The importance of the
report I am about to quote cannot be
overemphasised; and its dangers as far as
we are concerned cannot be overemphasis-
ed. It contains a further direction. Some-
one might raise a query as to whether or
not this is a direction, but I will let mem-
bers draw their own conclusions. This is
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a report appearing in The West Austra-
lian of the 4th July, 1912. It is a four-
inch report headed "Govt. industry board
sought." The report state-

The A.L.P. State executive last night
decided to ask the State Parliamentary
Labor Party to set up an industrial
commission to establish Secondary
and primary industries owned by the
Government.

The executive also recommended
areas to be investigated by the com-
mission.

These were:
Upgrading of minerals before

export.
Direct State equity in future

mining enterprises.
Upgrading all wool before export.
A marketing control board for

fishing.
Better use and expansion of works

such as the State engineering
works, the Wundowie charcoal
iron industry and the Midland
workshops.

This has been asked of the Government by
the State Executive of the Labor Party:
to implement in a very practical way the
socialisation of industry, production, and
distribution.

Mr. Graham: The State Executive of the
Labor Party has asked the parliamentary
party to do something, as many organisa-
tions make many requests of all Govern-
ments.

Mr. Bryce: What you have just said
does not appear in the report. That just
Proves the gross inaccuracy of the report.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I have used the
words "the socialisation of industry, pro-
duction, and distribution."

Mr. Bryce: If you used them you did not
use them correctly.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: If the honourable
member thinks for one moment that I will
apologise because I do not know word
perfect the Labor platform then he is
mistaken.

Mr. Bryce: You cannot quote it cor-
rectly. Prom your previous profession
You should appreciate the need to make
correct quotes.

Sir Charles Court;
Cottesloe was quoting
report. To think the
used to teach children!

The member for
from a newspaper
member for Ascot

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: This sort of report
should have appeared on the front page
of The West Australian, but it was tucked
away on an inside page. I think it is very
important. From time to time we hear
People throughout the State saying there
is not much difference between a Govern-
ment of this or of that colour. There is
all the difference in the world, and the

report I have Just quoted highlights the
difference. I admire Mr. Chamberlain
and others from Trades Hall for keeping
the Government on its toes, but I believe
this sort of thing does not do the economy
of the State any good whatsoever. I
believe it does the very opposite; it does
not inspire any confidence, but brings
about a lack of confidence in the State.

How does this Government expect to
get overseas capital when the area to be
investigated by the committee will be the
direct State equity in future mining enter-
prises?

Mr. Hartrey: What is wrong with that?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: In what way will it
be? By taking a greater share than the
royalty share?

Mr. Hartrey: Whose minerals are they?
Mr. Bickerton: Dumbfounded!
Mr. HUTCHINSON: Again the honour-

able member highlights the differences be-
tween his philosophy and mine.

Mr. Graham: You People socialised the
Midland Railway Company.

Mr. HU'TCHINSON: This kind of news
is very bad indeed for the economy of the
State.

Mr. Graham: You socialised the off-
course bookmakers, too.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: This matter has
not received the prominence I believe it
deserves. When a Government exercises
this socialistic philosophy in a young
country like ours the people must object.

Mr. Bickerton: I think you should go
back to teaching and run the drama class.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I can understand
that some of the older-established coun-
tries might adopt some socialistic planks
and try to Proceed with them; but full-
scale socialism of this kind is to be avoid-
ed at all costs.

Mr. Graham: You do permit of some
avenues of socialism do you, but not full-
scale?

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I might summarise
by saying that I believe all Political Par-
ties in democratic countries have a frame-
work of social welfare on which they
build.' I believe the superstructure should
be largely private enterprise.

I wish to taper off my speech by having
a little grizzle at the Minister for Hous-
ing and, to a lesser degree, the Minister
for Electricity about the fact that they
did not reply to a letter I wrote to them
about a charge they were contemplating
making In a changeover in collections for
electricity accounts. About two months
or more ago an advisory letter was sent
by the State Housing Commission to ten-
ants of its apartments and units. It was
contemplated that instead of receiving
their electricity accounts from the Hous-
Ing Commission the tenants would be
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billed directly by the State Electricity
Commission. What is more, the advisory
letter contained information that the ten-
ants would be charged $10 for their meter
boxes which were already there.

A number of my constituents asked me
to make the necessary inquiries and so
on the 21st June, which Is a considerable
time ago, I wrote to the Minister, particu-
larly on behalf of the tenants in the MY-
una flats. They complained that they
were to be charged $10 deposit for the
meters which had been installed for many
years and in the past had been handled
through the State Housing Commission.
My letter read--

it seems to me that this is unfair
to all who have been operating satis-
factorily under the old scheme, and
particularly harsh on pensioners, un-
employed and people with fixed in-
comes who will find this an imposi-
tion that is difficult to afford.

Whilst I did not say so in my letter, I did
remember that it was only last year elec-
tricity charges were increased by 21 per
cent, to metropolitan consumers. These
burdens become very heavy, particularly
to those in the categories to which I have
referred. My letter continues--

Under all the circumstances, I
would be pleased If You would have
this matter re-examined to see whe-
ther, in the first instance, the $10 de-
posit can be continued in the general
capital involvement or whether the
imposition of this deposit will only
apply to new tenants; but in any case,
whether you would carefully consider
exempting pensioners from the pay-
ment...

I hope that no complications will
cloud the issue. It is appreciated that
the State Electricity Commission is
an interested party but, no matter
what department is involved, the mat-
ter should be one demanding Govern-
ment interest and sympathetic action
and, on behalf of the people con-
cerned, I appeal to you on this
matter.

So much time has elapsed since I wrote
that letter but I have had no reply from
the Ministers concerned, although I have
had letters back since from the tenants
of the fiats. It is high time an answer
was given.

Mr. May: You said You had received
letters back.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I am sorry. I did
receive from the Minister a letter of ac-
knowledgement.

Mr. May: You mention
letters from people in the
have never been charged.
me those letters?

you have had
fiats, but they
Can You show

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Yes. I will let the
Minister have them. One is signed by
25 to 30 people.

Mr. May: You say You have had letters
from people in your area since you wrote
about it.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Yes. I have received
letters of thanks. I sent them a copy of the
letter I sent the Minister.

Mr. May: What I am trying to get at is
whether you are saying People have com-
plained to you since you wrote to me.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: No. They wrote
thanking me and expressing the hope that
they receive a satisfactory answer.

Mr. May; They have never been
charged.

Mr. HUJTCHINSON: I did not say or
imply they had.

Mr. Bickerton: You realise that action
was taken in respect of it.

Mr. Williams: It would be nice to let the
honourable member know.

Mr. O'Neil: After nearly two months.
Mr. HUTCHINSON: That does upset me.

I am not upset that the decision was made
to take this action because I hoped it
would be.

Mr. Bickerton: I know how delays occur.
I used to experience them from you.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I am upset because
the Minister did not let me know imme-
diately. He waits until I have had my
grizzle about It and then he informs me.
This is just too bad altogether and is
another indication of bad administration
and bad government Any member oppo-
site would be upset about it, too.

Mr. O'Neil: You have decided not to go
ahead have you?

Mr. Bickerton: I might have to get out
a file of letters on Public works and read
them. They have still not been answered.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: The Minister can
answer them himself now.

Mr. O'Neil: Will you assure us you are
not going ahead with the policy of charg-
ing $10 for flats, too? You have implied it.
Will you assure us now? No answer came
the stern reply!

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Confusion is worse
confounded! I do not know whether or not
the Minister meant what he said.

Mr. Graham: You had better put a
question on the notice paper.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: Well, well, well!
That speaks for itself.

I want to speak on one more item.
Today I asked the following question:-

Why is It that bard burned wire
cut bricks which are comparatively ex-
Pensively priced at nearly $90 per
1,000 are being purchased In substan-
tial quantities for Public works when
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other good quality bricks are readily
available at about half the cast, and
when there has been such a release
of Government information about the
desperate inadequacy of funds for pub-
lic works?

These expensive bricks are in demand and
I know of one or two instances where pri-
vate enterprise has been unable to get
supplies. They are about 100 per cent. more
expensive than other good quality bricks
and yet they are being taken over by the
Public Works Department for various pub-
lic works. They are probably being used for
high schools. I cannot understand this be-
cause one of the great plaints of the Gov-
ernment has been that it has insufficient
funds to meet its long list of public works.
I have lust by accident dug out this in-
stance, but there must be a multiplicity of
cases where the Government pays far mare
than it should for its purchases.

I think that is a bad state of affairs,
particularly when the Minister for Works
in the past--f rm his seat on the front
bench of the Opposition--complained bit-
terly about the expensive nature of various
public works. I think he included schools
and, principally, schools built in his own
electorate. He mentioned at the time that
he knew what he was talking about be-
cause he had worked In the building game
himself. He deplored the fact that the
Brand Government was using some itemns
In carpentry work which were unnecessary.

Mr. Jamieson: Nobody Is paying any-
where near the price which the member
for Cottesloe thinks they are paying for
bricks.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I just mention
again that the Minister was paying 100
per cent. more than he need have
done and this at a time when last
year he gave to the House the es-
timate of future capital expenditure
for the State Electricity Commission in
the period from 1971-72 to 1975-76. For
those years the estimate for expenditure
was $38,000,000. $33,000,000, $44,000,000,
$45,000,000, and $49,000,000. The estimated
shortfall for each of those five years was
$9,000,000, $7,000,000, $16,000,000,
$16,000,000, and $19,000,000. Therefore, It
behaves the Government under such cir-
cumstances to economise and do Its best
to provide buildings at the lowest possible
cost. I think this Government stands con-
demned on that aspect alone.

Mr. Jamieson: It would be a patchwork
job to construct half a building with one
type of brick, and extend the building with
a different type of brick.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: These are new
buildings, and what will happen when
they have to be extended? The Minister
again will have to obtain the higher-priced
material.

Mr. Jamieson: The Rockinghamn build-
ing is an extension, and for the informa-
tion of the honourable member we are
paying $60.20, not $90.

Mr. HUTCHINSON: I said $87. 1 think
that these things, added up, make a very
bad case against the Government in its
hzdndling of Government affairs. Perhaps
the most iangerous aspect of all is dir-
ection from an outside body orn matters
which have a profound effect on the future
of Western Australia and its people. I
think the Government condemns itself in
allowing this sort of thing to happen.

MR. RUSHITON (Dale) 111.03 p.m.]:
After 18 months one would expect the
Government to have something to show
for its stewardship. It would be fair to
expect the Government to provide some-
thing to satisfy the public that it was, in
fact, administering the affairs of the State
in such a way as to enhance its future
prospects.

We all know the present Government
inherited an economic situation totally dif-
ferent from that which the previous Gov-
ernment Inherited in 1959. The present
Government inherited an economy from
which it could generate and tax very
heavily. The fact that it could increase
taxes proves, in Itself, that the economy
was very sound.

The remarks made by the member for
Ascot confirmed our thoughts concerning
the failure of the Government. It appears
we have a bunch of theorists on the other
side of the House because there has not
been very much practical application from
them. That is why we have increased
unemployment and a downturn in the
economy in so many sections of our com-
munity. We are actually reaping the re-
sults of the inaccurate and untrue predic-
tions of the present Premier. I think the
Leader of the Opposition covered this
aspect of the present state of affairs.

We have also observed the results of
harsh taxation measures imposed by the
Tonkin Government. No doubt the Gov-
ernment Is building up a surplus ready for
a handout next year. The public will
be able to reflect on this, next year, when
the money Is spent. The taxes have been
very harsh indeed.

The promise made by the Tonkin Gov-
ernment in relation to receipt duty is now
a clear picture. We are told that no money
is available for this or for that but the
Government Is squandering millions in the
way of refunding receipt tax. The firms
which have already declined to accept the
refund of the tax would be embarrassed
with the money because they have already
received It once, and to receive it twice
could mean they would be branded as un-
fair traders. Those firms are telling the
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Treasurer to keep the money and Put it
into the trust fund which will be applied
to other purposes, unknown.

It seems passing strange to me that a
Government which is crying poverty is pre-
pared to take money from revenue and
place it in a trust account for purposes
unknown. There are many uses to which
this money could be applied.

Mr. Burke: What does the honourable
member mean when he says that the
money has been received once and could
not be received again?

Mr. RUSHTON: The firms have already
received the money from their customers,
and they cannot return it to those cus-
tomners. They have collected their costs.

Mr. Burke: They have passed on the
charge?

Mr. Bertram: Would the member for
Dale regard it as reprehensible to refund
the money?

Mr. RUSHTON: I think the Treasurer's
actions, supported by members opposite,
are totally crazy. I think it would worry
a firm to receive the money without being
able to pass it on to the people from whom
it was collected. I would not like to be
placed in that position.

I will now turn briefly to road mainten-
ance tax and the intentions of the Govern-
ment. I know of people who are experienc-
ing considerable hardship by having to pay
the road tax, month after month. it the
Treasurer is sincere and consistent surely
he should have all cases reviewed so that
those who are suffering hardship can apply
to him and be relieved of their commit-
ment. Some of these unfair actions are
odd, to say the least.

Mr. O'Connor: Scandalous actions.

Mr. RUSHTON: I think the member for
Mt. Lawley has chosen the right word.

Mr. T. D. Evans: And the member for
Dale is little Sir Echo.

Mr. RUSHTON: The road maintenance
tax should be reviewed in total so that
those who are experiencing hardship in
trying to meet their obligations--agreed to
in the past so as to avoid Possible imprison-
ment.-wlll receive some relief. Arrange-
ments for payments to be made over a
period of time-both under the previous
Government and the present Government
-are inflicting hardship in some cases.

Mr. T. D2. Evans: One of the criteria is
ability to pay.

Mr. RUSHTON: This is what has been
suggested by the Present Government.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Exactly. It is one of
the criteria. If people find difficulty they
can make application to have their case
reviewed.

Mr. O'Connor: As a lawyer, I thought
the Attorney-General would have one law
for all people.

Mr. RUTSHTON: Everyone has difficulty
in paying this money.

Mr. T. D. Evans: The previous Govern-
ment had different laws for different
People.

Mr. O'Connor: We never let anyone off
payment.

Mr. T. D2. Evans: You did not Prosecute.
Mr. O'Connor: We accepted an agree-

ment to pay over a period of time.
Mr. RUSHTON: I hope the Government

will take recognition of the point I have
made, because it is valid; namely, all
People in similar circumstances should re-
ceive the same treatment. I wonder
whether the Attorney-General will be the
judge of this.

I come now to my next item. Actually,
I have so many items I could not possibly
cover them tonight, but the one I deal
with now is increased State Electricity
Commission charges. I am well aware
of the difficulties these are causing to
the rural sector. I am referring to people
who are Producing foodstuffs for the local
market and for export. I mention only in
passing the effect on People who are not
primary producers, but they, too, are
facing increased charges of over 20 per
cent. When it is disclosed to the House
what is happening in the rural sector I
hope the Treasurer will immediately re-
view the situation. I will have the oppor-
tunity on another occasion to develop this
point. It is quite scandalous what is hap-
pening to these producers.

I know the Minister for Electricity would
recall a case which I put to him last
Friday. I cannot obtain any redress from
the commission because of its policy. I
have put the case to the Minister and I
am anxiously waiting to see if we can gain
a satisfactory result.

To demonstrate how ludicrous the
Government's economic policy is I
refer to a newsletter I received
from the Tree Society the other
day. I read with amazement in the first
part of the letter that the Government
has declined to allow the $1,000 which the
Tree Society has received in the past. It
is nothing short of amazing to read this
when we consider all the expenditure the
Government has made in other directions.
I shall quote from the Tree Society Review
of July, 1972, which says-

In the present year the Tree Society
has had to forgo $1,000 previously
granted by the Government through
the Forests Department. This was due
to the financial stringency in which
the Government found Itself. It has
been very difficult to operate with this
loss of income.
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Mr. Davies: Do you have a red cockatoo
on yours?

Mr. RUSTON: Either the Government
disregards a worthy organisation such as
this or it has priorities which are totally
unacceptable. I ask the Government to
reconsider the pettiness of this decision.
Perhaps it is happening elsewhere, too, al-
though we have not yet been able to pick
this up.

The Minister for Recreation is also, I
think, the Attorney-General. In last
Sunday's paper he had the effrontery to
say that there would be Government aid
for bushwalkers. He went on to state the
ways in which the Government would help
them. One minute the Government knocks
back the Tree Society and will not allow
it $1,000, and the next minute it proposes
aid for bushwalkers.

Mr. Graham: Which is more important:
healthy trees or healthy people?

Mr. RUSHTON: Trees are most im-
portant indeed.

Mr. Graham: Are People most unim-
portant indeed?

Mr. RUSHTON: I am not against bush-
walking, but the Tree Society is an estab-lished organisation which has done a good
job for many years. The Government has
expended a great deal of money in other
directions.

Mr. Graham: Which is more important?

Mr. RUSHTON: Government expendi-
ture has already been disclosed tonight.

Mr, Graham: Which is the more im-
portant of the two?

Mr. RUSHTON: Both are important.
Mr. Graham: Which is more important?
Mr. RUSHTON: A person can go bush-

walking without the Attorney-General
getting into the act.

Mr. T. D). Evans: I wish you would
twitter back into the trees.

Mr. RUSHTrON: I thought the Deputy
Premier had quite a Proud part to play
originally when the Tree Society was
established.

Mr. Graham: A proud part in many
things. The Tree Society is but one of
them.

Mr. RUSHTON: I do not know what has
happened to cause the Deputy Premier
not to watch the interests of the society.
The Government has taken away $1,000
from the society when it has done a very
commendable job over many years. The
Government should be condemned for
doing something as petty as this.

Mr. Williams: The Minister for Agri-
culture should have a few words to say
on trees.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Do you condemn bush-
walkers, too?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Attorney-General
can go for a walk in the bush without any
trouble. In fact, It might be a good idea
if he did not come back.

An indication of the Tonkin Govern-
ment's performance is shown through a
number of issues which have come forward
in recent times. These issues keep on
coming forward and we can refer to a
few only. One such decision, mentioned in
the paper, concerns helping the unem-
ployed. The Government announced that
it intends to proceed with the Naval Base
suburb. I have not yet found one Person
who thinks this is not an insane act. Not
one person has said to me that he agrees
with the proposition the Government is
putting forward.

The Government intends to create a
suburb of something like 15,000 people.
This suburb will start at the northern
fence line of the Alcoa alumina Industry.

Mr. Graham: Would you be surprised to
know that the department decided this
should be done during the term your Gov-
ernment was in office?

Mr. RUSHTON: I know enough about
this to know-

Mr. Graham: Do you know that?
Mr. RUSHTON: -the department put

it forward, but it was not accepted.
Mr. Graham: It was never rejected.
Mr. O'Connor: Why do you take the

credit for it?
Mr. RUSHTON: Would the Deputy

Premier table the file tomorrow? In this
way we can read all about it and we will
not be left with implications which are
incorrect. As I said, I know enough to
know that the previous Government did
not accept this proposition.

Mr. Graham: You know nothing about
this and you demonstrated that in regard
to Cockburn Sound where you were com-
pletely at variance with the local
authority.

Mr. RUSHTON: We
that tomorrow. We will
cations at this Point of

will speak about
not accept impli-
time.

Mr. Graham: It is not an implication:
it is a straightout Statement.

Mr. RUSHTON: If the Deputy Premier
wants to make remarks which I think are
untrue, let him table the file and we will
see for ourselves.

Mr. Graham: You have no basis to sug-
gest it is untrue.

Mr. RUSHTON: It was not proceeded
with. Is that not positive evidence that the
Government had not approved of it? Cer-
tafily the planner recommended it.

Mr. Graham: You are completely and
utterly wrong.
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Mr. RUSHTON: We have heard this
kind of thing so often from the Deputy
Premier. If he says I am wrong let us
have the file tomorrow. Then members
can read it and see whether or not I am
wrong.

Mr. Graham: If you give me 30 seconds,
I will see if I can read a statement on
It.

Mr. RUSHTON: Nobody I know accepts
that the Naval Base suburb will achieve
what the Government says it will. It will
certainly wreck the economy of the
Rockingham and Kwinana areas. I be-
lieve this was denied today in an answer
given by the Premier to a question asked
by the Leader of the Opposition. In fact.
It will break the confidence in the future
of those two areas. This is quite obvious.

Mr. Graham: Would you like me to read
a few lines from the Industrial Lands De-
velopment Authority?

Mr. RUSHTON: If the Speaker will allow
It.

Mr. Graham: It says, "There Is no actual
date for Intention to seek rezoning as far
as the industrial Lands Development
Authority or the Department of Develop-
ment and Decentralisation are concerned
as it has been recognised for several years
that the land is more suitable for residen-
tia use than industrial."

Mr. RUSHTON: That proves nothing,
because it has been recognised in this way
by the Town Planning Department.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: No, by the previous
Minister for Industrial Development.

Mr. RUSHTON: When the Leader of the
Opposition returns to his seat, I -hope the
Government will give him the opportunity
to deny it.

Mr. J. T. Tonkin: It is not much good
denying it, because I read it on the Me
today.

Mr. RUSHTON: if the Premier likes to
join in the fun, let him table the fie to-
morrow.

Mr. Graham: Are you prepared to accept
an official document?

Mr. RUSHTON: I do not want an im-
plication. It is only the Town Planning
Department and we know that depart-
ment's views.

Mr. Graham: This has nothing to do
with the Town Planning Department.
The first paragraph reads, "At its last
meeting held on 12th July, 1972 the
M.R.P.A. agreed to rezone the Cockburn
land." You cannot take a trick there.

Mr. RUSHTON: The same people are
on both the M.R.P.A. and the Town Plan-
ning Board.

Mr. Graham: The other one I quoted
was the Industrial Lands Development
Authority.

Mr. RUSHTON: Those are the people
charged with the development of it,

Mr. Graham: It has nothing to do with
the development of it.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Deputy Premier is
claiming that the suburb will be a wonder-
ful Utopia and that it will do something
for the un-employed of this State. He will
not recognise the fict that it will fibibit
the industry already in the area. Instead
of there being light industry, people will be
living in a buffer zone. The Minister does
not accept the fact that it will wreck
the economy of the shires to the south..
If we could get a straight answer from the
officers of the State Housing Commission,
I amn sure it would convey their sadness
at the fact that their project at Swinana.
will also be Inhibited.

Mr. Grabam: This morning I asked them
for a statement. They have put It In
black and white and you will not accept
It.

Mr. RUSHTON: I accept It for what it
is. It does not say what the Deputy Pre-
mier claims It says.

Mr. Graham: It Is so fresh It has not
Yet been on the file.

Mr. RUSHTON: I now come to another
matter.

Mr. Graham: I think you had better.
Mr. RUSHTON: The matter I am about

to mention again shows how crazy are the
actions of the Government. I notice the
Minister for Housing has~ his ears cpnen:
it is his pet project.

Mr. Bickerton: I can almost tell you
what you are going to say.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Government says
it will insist that the houses for the Navy
personnel at H.M.A.S. Stirling be at
Kwinana. The arguments Put forward are
totally unacceptable. It is claimed the
People concerned will not be disadvantaged
by the extra 14 miles return trip they will
have to make and that it is in the inter-
ests of the State Housing commission that
the houses should be at Kwinana. We
know there is an offer for the exchange
of land at Rockingham for land at Kwin-
ana, so the Commission will not be financ-
ially disadvantaged, and I cannot under-
stand why the Minister is so stubborn.

Mr. Bickerton: Do, we say the Navy has
to go to Kwinana or do we say we will
build the houses at Ewinana? The Navy
could go where it wanted to go.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister is splitting
straws. If we build houses at Ewinana
they do not have to live in them.

Mr. Biekerton: How can we force the
Navy?

Mr. RUSHTON: The houses could be
built at Kwinana and the Navy Personnel
could live in other houses?
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Mr. Bickerton: It has the final say about
where we build the houses.

Mr. RUSHTON: I am hoping that com-
mon sense will prevail and these houses
will be built in the Rockiugham-Safety
Bay area. I do not wish to affect the econ-
omy of K'winana or the State Housing
commission. It is only a short-term mat-
ter which will be rectified In the very near
future if we do not have a suburb estab-
lished at Naval Base which will break
down the confidence of both areas.

In the autumn session of Parliament we
had the ludicrousness of the Minister for
Health preventing the staff of the Arma-
daie-Kelmnscott Hospital from enjoying the
amenity of a. swimming pool for which they
had themselves found the money. The
Minister has approved of swimming pools
for other hospitals on previous occasions.
Now he is fiddling around and procras-
tinating, and we cannot get a clear an-
swer from him.

Mr. Davies: You put up clear reasons
and I will give you a clear answer.

Mr. RUSHTON: The city transport sys-
tem is in disarray. It is another illustration
of what the Tonkin Government is like.
we cannot find one person 'who, after full
review of this issue, can agree with the
Premier.

When listening to the programme
"A.M." last week, I was amazed to hear
the Minister for Labour making great Play
of the fact that the previous Government
had done all it could to bring industry to
Kwinana and Rockingham, without
achieving mnuch success, and he said his
Government was also not having much
success. I have nO Wish to disclose what
the Government has not done at Kwlnana,
and I will not mention names. To do so
would be to the disadvantage of Industry
at this point of time.

Mr. Taylor: You missed the point. I
said the previous Government had not
brought any industry to the area.

Mr. RUlSHTON: In the same suave man-
ner that he adopts with the Prevention of
Excessive Prices Bill, the Minister said,
"Everything is good. Take it as it comes.
Tomorrow you will get your throat cut
but we will not worry about that." The
Minister for Labour gets eight out of 10
for convincing the uninitiated.

The SPEAKER: Order! There Is too
much talking in the Chamber.

Mr. RUSHTON: I refer to the Govern-
ment's action in recent times in knocking
back an industry that could be of help to
people. The Minister knows to which in-
dustry I am referring, because people went
to see him. If he has any doubts about
which industry it is, I will tell him after-
wards. It is an industry which, with a
little help from the Government, would

Provide employment for many people.
Eighty per cent. of the employees of this
nation are employed in small industries

with uP to 50 employees. The Government
should give close attention to those indus-
tries. The Tonkin Government falls apart
because it does not seem to know what
makes the economy tick.

I will touch briefly on the contempt of
Parliament by the Minister for Health and
those who support him in his action in
going ahead with the central laundry. The
matter was brought to Parliament. Par-
liament rejected it but it is proceeding.
If anybody needs castigating, this Gov-
ernment does because of its contempt of
Parliament.

Mr. Davies: Once again, you do not
know what you are talking about.

Mr. RUSHTQN: The Government is also
continuing with the centralisation of hos-
pital facilities, and it will be very inter-
esting to see how successful the Minister
has been in allocating loan funds to pro-
vide hospitals that should have been pro-
vided some time ago.

Mr. Davies; You are not doing the
cause any good.

Mr. RUJSHTON: I am particularly In-
terested in a few events that have taken
place recently. The member for Darling
Range has today taken apart the Minister
for Mines, and Electricity for speaking
with a forked tongue. I suppose that
means making untruthful statements.

I wish the Minister were here so that I
could direct this matter to him. I think
it is time he clarified the position. Per-
haps he honestly does not know-either
because he is overworked or because he
cannot keep up with the job-that the
Government made overtures to the Com-
monwealth regarding placing the State ex-
plosives depot on Garden Island. The
Minister had the temerity to attack the
Minister for Defence because of some of
his statements. The Minister for Mines
implied that the State Government had
no intention of placing the depot on Gar-
den island.

I attended the Commonwealth inquiry
regarding Garden Island. Senior officers
who were said to have been accredited by
the Government to present the Govern-
ment's case on Garden Island discussed
this matter at the hearing as being some-
thing which had been in the mind of the
Government or the department for quite
some time. We now have the Minister
discliming any knowledge of it and in
fact berating the Minister for Defence for
suggesting the State had any ideas about
putting the explosives depot on the island.
A few articles appeared in the Press and
I do not know what the Minister thought
in the end. I hope he will tell us what he
believes is now the situation regarding
the siting of an explosives depot on Gar-
den Island.
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Obviously the Minister's statements in
the Press were incorrect. He had been in
office for 15 months only and perhaps was
not able to keep up with events. He did
not know what was going on and so this
incorrect report was made. That is f air
enough for that comment. However, the
statement which does worry me is the
one regarding bingo.

The SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much talking.

Mr. RUSHTON: The comment made by
the Minister for Electricity about bingo is
so blatant that it needs quoting. This ap-
peared in the Fremantle section of The
West Australian on Thursday, the 6th
July, 1972. It is headed, "Moves afoot to
legalise." and It reads as follows:-

Bingo could become legal within
next three months, according to
Minister for Mines and Electricity.
D. May (Lab., Clontarf).

the
the
Mr.

He said Cabinet had asked the Chief
Secretary, Mr. Stubbs, to re-submit
the amendments which had been re-
jected in the Legislative Council last
year.

The Proposed legislation would
come before Parliament in the August
session, and its passing would depend
on a change of heart by Opposition
members.

We know how inaccurate that is.
Mr. May: Do you mean the statement or

the Press report,?
Mr. RUISHTON: I mean the comment

made by the Minister for Electricity.
Mr. May: My name is not on this com-

ment. What are you talking about? It is
only a Press comment.

Mr. RUSHTON: Are they not accurate
at all?

Mr. May: I have beard you say they are
not accurate.

Mr. BRUSHTON: I will continue with
this report. It says--

Mr. May said the move to re-sub-
mit the bingo Proposals had come
after strong representations by kin-
dergarten and school organisations
which had their principal revenue
source cut off when the police closed
the bingo games.

Mr. May: That is quite right.
Mr. RUSHTON: The article continues--

"The fears that bingo would get
out of hand are ridiculous," he said.

"The legislation would have allowed
responsible community bodies ap-
proved by the Charities Commission to
run bingo supervised by the police."

The police had done only their duty.
he said, and It was now up to Par-
liament to legalise a harmless game of

small stakes properly conducted and
able to provide lifesaving funds for
worthy causes.

Mr. May: That is correct.
Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister for Elec-

tricity is implying that the legislation was
rejected in another place. I take strong
exception to this. I wrote to the news-
paper but unfortunately my letter was not
quoted. Many people have the idea that
the Legislative Council denied the people
the right to play bingo. The facts are that
some amendments were made In another
place and these were accepted by the
Government. The legislation came before
this House with the amendment that bingo
was not to be played on licensed premises.
The Minister for Labour approved of the
legislation in a second reading speech but
then with the return of the Deputy Premier
from overseas--

Mr. Taylor: I think It went to the vote.
Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister for Labour

said that he approved of the legislation
which came before this H-ouse. Obviously
a hurried discussion then took place, the
debate was adjourned, and the Bill eventu-
ally ran off the notice paper. So the fate
of bingo was actually decided by the Gov-
ernment but unfortunately an Incorrect
impression Is held by the community. I
hope the media will correct this because
the responsibility is fairly and squarely on
the Government. The Government agreed
to accept the amendment and the Opposi-
tion in this House could not Influence the
final decision.

Mr. Graham: Why should bingo not be
played on licensed premises?

Mr. RUSHTON: That is not what I am
debating. I am saying that false informa-
tion has been promulgated to the com-
munity. I would hope that the media will
point this out so that the Public knows
who is to blame.

Mr. Graham: The Legislative Council,
of course!

Mr. RUSHTON: Obviously It was the
Deputy Premier who had it adjourned.

Mr. Graham: The amendment would
have wiped out the vast majority of those
who play bingo.

Mr. RUJSHTON: That is the view of the
Deputy Premier and not of the public.

Mr. Graham: How do you know?
Mr. RUSHTON: I know that many of

the people who want to play bingo wish to
play it socially.

Mr. Graham: We agree with that.
Mr. RUSHTON: The Deputy Premier had

it taken off the notice paper.
Mr. Graham: It was emasculated in an-

other place.
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Mr. RUSHTON: I have made my point:
the Governent certainly acted harshly
and prematurely.

Mr. Graham: The Government sits here
and not at the other end of the building.

Mr. RUSHTON: The Minister for Labour
indicated approval of the legislation. We
would have been playing bingo by now had
the Deputy Premier not returned so early.

Mr. Graham: You are clothing me with
all sorts of powers I did not know I pos-
sessed.

Sir Charles Court: We can see it here
on this side.

Mr. RUSHTON: Unfortunately the
Minister for Electricity has now been in-
volved in three incidents. I hope he can
avoid such instances In the future. He
has been shown to have made misstate-
ments in regard to the S.E.C. situation.

Mr. May: What about your change of
heart in regard to the pylons down Allen
Road?

Mr. RUSHTON: I have not had a change
of heart.

Mr. May: You changed your mind about
that.

Mr. RUSHTON: We will debate that to-
morrow.

Mr. May: You can debate It any time
you like.

Mr. RUSHTON: I have not had a
change of heart and we will see that
tomorrow.

Then during the last part of the session
the Minister for Labour, in answering my
motion, gave incorrect information relat-
ing to those who initiated the establish-
ment of BP at Kwinana. He will have my
answer to that in a day or two. We then
have the Minister for Labour's state-
ment in the media regarding industry. I
do not think this sets a very good pattern
of Government administration.

The question of unemployment is the
most important issue before us in this
state.

Mr. Graham: You cannot debate that.
A motion dealing with unemployment
appears on the notice paper. We are en-
joying this fighting Opposition under new
management.

Mr. Williams: It is only a skirmish.
Mr. RUSHTON. It is very appropriate

that the Deputy Premier should interject
because I intended to address these few
words to him. Just before Parliament
adjourned the Deputy Premier shared a
platform outside with a few people.

Mr. Jamieson: You have got top "marks"
again!

Mr. RUSH'TON: This may be a laugh-
ing matter to the Minister for Works, lie
has a couple of hats-one down the road
and one here.

Mr. Jamieson: Yes, and I wear them at
respective times.

Mr. RUSHTON: If the media had
printed the words which were spoken on
that day the State would have been ap-
Palled. I believe that the media attempts
to Protect the State by not quoting the
People who make these statements. They
do not want the State to run down any
further and this is a way of protecting it.

Mr. Graham: What was said to which
you took exception?

Mr. RUSHTON: The Deputy Premier
was not offensive to me. I am just trying
to find the right word for his presentation
-it is always very good.

Mr. Graham: Thank you.
Mr. RUSHTON: He was his usual his-

trionic self. It was the familiar story told
with great gusto-abuse of the Common-
wealth.

Mr. Graham: It was not abuse; it was
constructive criticism.

Mr. Williams: You did not even need
a microphone. You were so loud we could
hear you here.

Mr. RUSHTON: The only thing wrong
with the presentation was that at the
very moment the Deputy Premier was in
full swing, someone from the audience
said, "We have heard about the Common-
wealth but what about the State?" The
Deputy Premier lost his voice at that
stage. The next gentleman took over the
microphone and covered up. He said, "We
are not here to criticise the Government.
We are here to let the Liberal and Country
Party members know what the situation
is." So he went on in this vein. So it was
quite a happy arrangement between
the industrial wing and the Parliamentary
Labor Party.

Mr. O'Neil: A mutual admiration so-
ciety.

Mr. RUSHTON: The next speaker was
Mr. Marks, and he made some amazing
statements which, I think, would frighten
most people in this State. His contention
was that if unemployment were not de-
creased or cleared by July the economy
of this State would be taken apart, and he
told us how he could do it. 'His people
have control over water supplies, tran-
sport, and fuel; and it was his intention
to disrupt the economy. It is aL matter
of concern to me that every time one
switches on the television when there is
an industrial dispute one sees Mr. marks
advocating the wrecking of the economy.
He is on the same platform as the Depu-
ty Premier;, and the Deputy Premier's
Government is administering the economy
of the State. What strange bedfellows.

Mr. Graham: We never got as intimate
as that.

Mr. O'Neil: Platform pals. How is that?
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Mr. RUSHTON: I think the figures pro-
duced by the member for Wembley in a
broader sense and those which I have
taken out in finer detail clearly show the
picture. In June, 1972 we in Western Aus-
tralia were not enjoying the situation in
which 2.81 per cent. of the work force was
unemployed. This represents a total of
12.076-the worst in Australia. On the
30th June, 1971, 1.6 per cent, of the work
force were unemployed, representing a
total of 6,683. During the best times this
State has experienced unemployment was
something under 1 per cent. We were
thriving then and people wishing to work
had a range of jobs available. In that
situation .of fu~ll employment we could
have something like 3,400 people unem-
ployed. Is that a fair assessment, Mr.
Deputy Premier?

Based on the Present Australian aver-
age, this State should have something like
7,700 people out of work. On many oc-
casions we have enjoyed an employment
situation better than the Australian aver-
age. However, we now have approxi-
mately 4,300 more people unemployed than
would be the case if our unemployment
situation were on a level with the Aus-
tralian average. This is a charge of mis-
management which may be levelled
against the Government. As shown
by the member for Ascot, it indicates a
lack of appreciation on the part of the
Government of what needs to be done to
foster the economy.

The SPEAKER: The member has four
more minutes.

Mr. RUSHTON: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er.

Mr. Graham: Thank goodness.
Mr. RUSHTON, I will cut short my

presentation. I could go on, but I will
have other opportunities. At this point
I would like to quote figures which indi-
cate what the President of the A.C.T.U.
has done to our economy. I will use 1967
as the base year for my figures, and bear
in mind that the present President of the
A.C.T.U. made his influence felt in 1968.

in 1967, some 705,300 working days were
lost, with an estimated loss in wages of
$7,263,000. In 1968, 1,079,500 working
days were lost, which was an increase of
54 per cent. over the previous year and
represented a. loss in wages of $12,115,200
-an increase of 67 per cent. In 1969
when Mr. Hawke became the Presi-
dent of the A.C.T.U. 1,958,000 work-
Ing days were lost, which was an increase
of 178 per cent. The estimated loss in
wages was $22,985,700, an increase of 217
per cent. In 1970 the figures were more
dramatic. The number of working days
lost increased by 239 per cent, over the
base year, representing a total of
2,393,700; and the estimated lass in wages
was $30,883,300, which represented an in-
crease of 325 per cent. In 1971, 3,068,600

working days were lost-an increase of 325
per cent. An estimated $45,241,300 was
lost in wages, which constituted an in-
crease of 523 per cent,

Those figures show Just where we are
going~ as a result of the combination of the
industrial left wing and Labor Party ac-
tion. I would like to indicate that we will
have more to say when other opportunit-
ies present themselves because we have so
much more material to use.

DR. DADOUK. (Subiaco) [11.46 p.m.]:
Last year I accused the Treasurer of not
having a sufficient blood supply up top
and of growing old, I apologise for that
for the simple reason that I1 was only half
right, no doubt due to my inexperience.
Probably when the caucus gave him his
Ministry it did not give him sufficient
material to work with. After having ex-
perienced the actions of the Cabinet for
over 12 months I find only two members
of the Ministry have used any common
sense and discretionary power in my deal-
ings with them. The rest simply send me
the same old letter written by their depart-
mental heads. This leaves much to be
desired,

Every member of the Cabinet must know
his portfolios. I know it takes a long time
to learn and to assimilate one's portfolios;
but I deplore the fact that many Ministers
are merely parliamentary mouthpieces.
They simply do as they are told by their
departmental heads. This is not good
enough. Certaily they should Lake notice
of the heads of their departments, but to
follow blindly leaves a lot to be desired.

I have Placed the following question on
the notice paper for tomorrow-

(1) Is it correct that under the Hawke
Government Western Australia
enjoyed the highest rate of un-
employment in Australia and
under the Brand Government
Western Australia. enjoyed the
lowest rate of unemployment in
Australia, and now under the
present Government Western Aus-
tralia enjoys the highest rate of
unemployment in Australia?

(2) If so, can he explain why?
I have an idea of what the Premier will
say In reply. He will say that the facts In
part (1) are not correct, and he will talk
about the recession, However, I say the
position is due to the shortsighted policy
of the Labor Party. I believe that mem-
bers opposite do as they are told. They
have a policy which they follow under
direction.

Irrespective of what anyone says, this
is borne out in the unemployment figures
for June. The three States with the high-
est unemployment figures are Western
Australia, Tasmania, and South Australia.
Those with the lowest figures are New
South Wales, Victoria, and Queensland.

2073



1
2074 (ASSEMBLY.]

The first three States have Labor Govern-
ments, and the others have Liberal-
Country Party Governments.

Mr. T. D, Evans: They are also the most
populated States. One should attach some
significance to that fact.

Dr. DADOUR: People in private enter-
prise are just not prepared to trust the
Labor Party fully. They will not enter
into business; even though there Is money
to be borrowed they seem to be lethargic
and lacking stimulation.

Mr. T. D. Evans: Have they all scuttled
out of Tasmania since the change of Gov-
ernment?

Dr. DADOUR: I think this is due to the
inexperience of the Cabinet. However,' the
Treasurer is far from inexperienced.

He is most vocal about road mainten-
ance tax, fluoridation of water supplies,
sex shops, and homosexuality. It is very
interesting to read his statement that the
thought of homosexuality made him ill.
I did not realise he was so sensitive about
the subject. Then we read the statement
by Mr. Chamberlain, who is his own boss,
on the subject, and I felt that possibly a
Labor member would soon be introducing
a Bill to legalise homosexuality. I would
probably get into hot water if I said that
the Labor Party has a vested Interest, so
I will not say It.

Mr. T. D. Evans: A vested interest in
what?

Dr. DADOUR: What happens when we
have unemployment? The Premier visits
the Eastern States to see the Prime Min-
ister, or he writes to him for more hand-
outs. It happens to be an election year
and so probably he will get more funds
this year than he did last time. This is
not the proper way to solve the problem,
and I do not go along with this approach.
No doubt he is trying to help to relieve
the situation but he has to stimulate the
whole economy, otherwise we will go fur-
ther and further into the quagmire.

Since I became a member of Parliament
I have been worried over the deplorable
actions of Ministers in not tabling re-
Ports on which a great deal of money has
been spent. For example, the report pre-
pared by W. D. Scott & Co. on the Royal
Perth Hospital has never been tabled. Ap-
parently it is too cumbersome to table and
so we are given the opportunity to read it
in the Minister's office. We have now
heard the member for Kimberley asking
for the tabling of the W. D. Scott & Co.
report on the Kimberley Aborigines. Sure-
ly this is a hot potato and we should know
all about the subject. If we are to discuss
these matters in Parliament it is essential
that the back-benchers should have as
much knowledge as the Ministers, other-
wise we will have a strong Ministry and
a weak Parliament.

I believe that if money has been spent
to have a report on a certain Subject Sub-
mitted we should be given the opportun-
ity to know what the report contains so
that we may discuss the subject In full.
The point I am trying to make is that as
a result of this gentlemen's agreement
which allows members to read reports In
Ministers' offices, I find that the Ministers
who are doing this are those who have
surrounded themselves in secrecy and are
the most insecure of all. The more insecure
they are the more we find they have a
desire to shroud certain subjects in sec-
recy. These reports have been compiled at
great expense to the taxpayers. Even when
we are allowed to peruse them we are not
permitted to, say one word about them;
we cannot refer to them in debates. This
is very wrong and Is a tendency that Is
becoming more prevalent all the time.

If this tendency is to continue it is no
use conducting inquiries and having re-
Ports made on certain subjects. About 12
months ago I made certain allegations
about the medical and general administra-
tion of the Royal Perth Hospital. At that
time the Minister for Health was new to
his office and I was new to this House.
What I want to know is what the Min-
ister for Health has done, or what he is
attempting to do. Has he done anything at
all about this matter? I realise it is a
big task. Last year I gave him a copy of
a report of the intensive research that had
been carried out on the Sydney Hospital
where the cost per bed, in March, 1971,
had been reduced to below the cost per
bed in 1967, and yet patient care had im-
proved during this time. Surely this must
be a guide which calls for an investigation
into our teaching hospitals where the cost
per bed per annum has risen by over 30
per cent. for the past three years.

'There Is no sign of that increase abat-
ing. Our national economy is not rising
to the same extent, or by anything like
that figure. In fact, it is decreasing. This
means that if we are to maintain our
health services in an efficient manner, we
must look at the situation very quickly
and closely otherwise we will find we will
have to take money from other areas to
spend on health administration or increase
taxation. Health is only one aspect of our
economy. I Point out that education is an-
ther area that needs attention.

Something has to be done, especially in
the field of health, and I feel the Minister
for Health when he is answering at some
time or other will let me have more in-
formation about these matters. The
capital cost of major hospitals in this State
ready to be commenced at this moment,
and which are off the drawing boards,
is well over $100,000,000. Yet I know that
if we look at the situation closely and
critically to summon all our forces cor-
rectly in order to maintain the care of
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patients-I realise how difficult doctors can
be-and work towards a common aim, this
amount of $100,000,000 could be reduced to
about $10,000,000, this being the minimum
amount required to commence the health
projects that are needed at this moment.

We must marshal all our forces irrespec-
tive of any outside pressure. We must put
on cur thinking caps and make close inves-
tigations. The reports that have already
been compiled must be made available to
members so that we as a Parliament can
make an attempt to arrest these rising
costs, otherwise I do not know what posi-
tion we will reach. I would like to see
the report compiled by W. D. Scott & Co.
tabled In this House. I do not care how
comprehensive or how big it is. because I
am sure something will arise from that
report to show where we have made mis-
takes. Surely it is not such a hot potato
that we cannot tackle it. We have to
tackle it hard and fast in order to prevent
other hospitals reaching the same state as
Royal Perth Hospital. We must get to-
gether to Improve the existing situation. I
think that is all I have to say on this
occasion.

MR. J. T. TONKIN (Melville-Treasurer)
[11.59 pm.]: In the main what we have
heard on this Bill has been a rehash of
what we have heard during the time this
Government has been in office. Emphasis
has been placed by almost every speaker
on the fact that unemployment in Western
Australia is the highest in the Common-
wealth. Not a single constructive idea has
been put forward by any speaker on the
Opposition side. They may say they are
not there to make suggestions, but if they
had any real feeling about unemployment
and a desire to improve the situation, and
if they had any ideas along those lines
one would have expected them to put them
forward.

Mr. Hutchinson: The Government can do
its best.

Sir Charles Court: If you read my re-
marks you will find that we did put for-
ward some constructive ideas.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have heard the
Leader of the Opposition say that he has
put something in the pipeline, but I do not
know what that Is.

Sir Charles Court: You were not here
during the whole time to hear my speech.

Mr. J. T', TONKIN: There was no at-
tempt at all on the part of the Opposition
to face up to the real situation which
exists. No-one listening to the opposition
members will believe that the only State
in which there is any unemployment and
increasing unemployment IS Western Aus-
tralia. when the fact is that unemploy-
ment has been increasing in every State
in the Commonwealth and has reached a
figure of tens of thousands above what the

Prime Minister said it would reach. What
is more, unemployment was deliberately
caused by the Commonwealth Government.

Mr. O'Connor: It is through your fault
in this State.

Mr, J. T. TONKIN: The 1971 Federal
Budget was designed for the Purpose of
creating unemployment in order to coun-
teract Inflation.

Mr. O'Connor: The Commonwealth has
helped you out.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN, Can it be expected
that when a deliberate attempt is made to
create unemployment in Australia it would
not have some effect in Western Australia?

Sir Charles Court: The measures the
Commonwealth took in its Budget should
not have this effect in Western Australia,
because it has an entirety different
economy.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I do not accept that
at all.

Sir Charles Court: You do not have to,
but I am telling you the facts.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Neither would the
Commonwealth agree that the methods
which it was creating to defeat Inflation
were not also directed at Western Aus-
tralia.

Sir Charles Court:, The Commonwealth
was bringing down its Budget mainly to
deal with the position in Victoria and
New South Wales where there e~re high
densities of population.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Commonwealth
was directing its budgetary measures to the
whole of Australia. I was present when
the previous Prime Minister (Mr. Gorton)
said his Government was going to put an
end to the construction of office accommo-
dation. At the last meeting of the Premiers
the present Prime Minister expressed his
pleasure that there had been a consider-
able curtailment in the building of other
than residences; so the whole Common-
wealth policy was aimed deliberately at
reducing building construction.

Sir Charles Court: Your own argument
is defeated, because the building pro-
gramme in Western. Australia is bigger
than ever.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN': I refer to a report
which appeared in The West Australian of
the 24th July, under the heading, "Some
concessions to the consumer on the cards."
It states--

The 19'71 Budget was framed to meet
a set of circumstances that never hap-
pened. Its Underlying proposition was
that by holding down demand and
allowing unemployment to rise, infla-
tionary forces that were being fuelled
by excessive wage rises would be
weakened.
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Sir Charles Court: That is not the
question at stake. It is not appropriate
to Western Australia.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, it is the
question at stake. If the Commonwealth
deliberately introduced a Policy to counter-
act inflation, and its method was to create
unemployment, was it not to be expected
that those measures would take effect in
every State. including Western Australia?
Of course, yes. Only a fool will believe
that measures deliberately taken to create
unemployment throughout Australia will
take effect in all States except Western
Australia.

Mr. O'Connor: Why did the Common-
wealth Government contribute to unem-
ployment relief last year, and your Gov-
ernment did not?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To go on with the
report-

The growth rate of the Australian
economy was rather miserable.

That reference is to the growth rate of
the whole of Australia. Is it to be expected
that the growth rate would be miserable
in all the other States, but with the change
of Government there would be a difference
in Western Australia?

Sir Charles Court: The same thing
bappened several times during the life of
the Brand Government. During that time
this State doubled the rate of growth of
the other States.

Mr. J. T. TONIN: That is nonsense.
To continue with the report-

The Treasury estimates that the
gross national product (the total value
of goods and services produced by the
community), at constant prices, rose
by only 3 per cent, or a little more.

Mr. R. L. Young: Whom do you blame
for that?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Commonwealth
Government, because of its deliberate
policy of trying to counteract inflation.
To quote further from the report-

In essence the Treasury is saying
that unless a Government is prepared
to carry out a low-growth, high un-
employment Policy for some time, it
has little chance of significantly re-
ducing the present inflation in this
way.

That applies to the whole of Australia,
and to every State of Australia with regard
to this policy to combat inflation.

Sir Charles Court: How is It that the
other States have not responded as badly
as has Western Australia?

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I will now quote
from a report that appeared in The West
Australian of the 28th July, 1972.

Mr. Rush ton: Tell us something original
about what is going on.

Mr. May: You do all your quoting from
newspapers.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: This report contains
some information given out by the A.N.Z.
Bank. The heading is, "Economy still lags."
Does this mean the economy of Western
Australia only, or the economy of every
state?

Sir Charles Court: They are talking
about the position in the two main
Populous States. You will have to learn
something.

Mr. J. T. TONKCIN: The Leader of the
Opposition will learn something if he is
Patient. This is something he does not
wish to learn. The report states-

Measures taken by the Common-
wealth Government to stimulate
economic activity and the ready avail-
ability of funds for personal and
business spending have so far failed
to have any identifiable impact on
the rate of economic growth.

Were those measures, which I referred to,
taken only with regard to the other States,
and were they not intended to have effect
in Western Australia? To continue with
the report-

This is the finding of the latest study
by the A.N.Z. Bank of business indic-
ators.

However, the bank said that the
check in the rise in unemployment
could mark. the end of a two-Year
period of decelerating economic
growth.

Mr. O'Neil: You seem to have given up
all hope for Western Australia!

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Can Western Aus-
tralia be excluded?

Mr. O'Neil: You want to include it.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Can we exclude

Western Australia from that situation,
when the same factors responsible for
decelerating the economic growth in the
other States are operative in Western
Australia? What members opposite com-
pletely overlook, and deliberately over-
look, is that the spectacular growth of
the economy in Western Australia was the
direct result of the mineral development
in the Pilbara.

Mr. O'Connor: Arranged by this Gov-
ernment.

Sir Charles Court: Also in the eastern
goldfields and in the Darling Range.

Mr. J 7T TONKI: When the Japanese
had to cut down on the intake of iron ore,
and the companies purchasing nickel from
Western Australia cut down on their in-
take of nickel, it was absolutely certain
that there would be a deceleration of the
economic growth in Western Australia
to an extent greater than would be the case
in the other States.
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Sir Charles Court: That is if you don't
sit there twiddling your thumbs.

Mr. O'Neil: You have abandoned all
hope for Western Australia.

Sir Charles Court: Why don't you tell
us about Queensland? Queensland ran
into a much more severe problem than we
had in the early months.

Mr. O'Neil: Saddening.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue the

quotation-
A recent survey of industrial trends

had shown that manufacturers were
expecting better growth in activity in
the quarter to August this year than
in the three months that ended In
May.

Does that mean that Western Australia
can be excluded from this general trend
of deceleration? Of course, being part of
the Commonwealth we would be affected
not only by the economic downturn
throughout the world, but also by the
deliberate policy of the Commonwealth
Government to create unemployment
throughout Australia as a counter to the
Inflationary trend which was in evidence.
The article continues--

Factory production this year has
been ony marginally higher than a
year earlier, though there had been
a strong rise in total farm product
after some years of little growth.

So it is perfectly clear that Western Ails-
tralia is, in common with all other States,
experiencing unemp~loyment deliberately
caused by Commonwealth policy in order
to achieve a counter to the inflationary
trend in the community: and anyone who
argues that Western Australia could
escape this general trend is nothing more
than a fool.

Several members interjected.
Sir Charles Court: We have told you

that even If we accept your philosophy
there is no need to go to the bottom of
the class.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of
the Opposition spent considerable time
talking about credibility-my credibility
and the credibility of the Government. A.
passage in the Bible says. "Let him who is
free from sin cast the first stone."

Sir Charles Court: That's not what is
in my Bible, but it means the same.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: We will see how
much credibility there is in the Leader
of the opposition. In August, 1962. 1
asked some questions about a proposl-

Mr. Hutchinson: You are back in Op-
position now.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes: in opposition
to what has been said about credibility
this evening by members on the other side.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are always best
in Opposition actually.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: r asked a question
as to whether Hamersley had presented
to the Government a proposal for the
development of the iron ore resources In
Duck Creek and I was told, "No."

Sir Charles Court: You go through this
at regular intervals.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: On the 23rd October,
1962, when I was referring to this matter
I said-and I quote from page 1926 of
Hansard No. 2 of 1982-the followng:-

And Kaiser told my colleague, the
Minister for Mines of the day in 1958,
that they were not interested in the
establishment of an integrated steel
works because 3.11.1. would look after
that question. That is, their friends
would look after it. It is no wonder
Mr. Price was not encouraging the
Government to allow someone else in
to do this. I assert quite definitely-
and I challenge the Premier or the
Minister to deny it-that Rio Tinto
did propose the establishment of a
fully-integrated steel works subse-
quent to its being granted an oppor-
tunity to export iron ore if it were
given a security of lease at Duck
Creek.

Sir Charles Court: It would be very
interesting if now you are Premier you
tabled the papers so the people can see the
real story.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I have them here.
The Leader of the Opposition will hear the
full story all right.

Sir Charles Court: As long as you give
us the lot.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: To continue my
quote from page 1928 of the 1962
Hansard,-

Mr. Court: I think You are dream-
ing it up!

Mr. TONKIN: Does the Minister
give a straight-out, emphatic denial?

Mr. Court: There was no firm pro-
posal.

Sir Charles Court: That is true to this
day.

Mr. Hutchinson: You are up Duck
Creek.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Members can imag-
ine that I was waiting until a change
of Government took place to look for the
papers because I had asked that they be
tabled.

Sir David Brand: I am glad you did
something.

Mr. J1. T. TONKIN: But the Government
of the day used its majority and refused
to table them. I then went quiet believing
that one day I would have the oppottimity
to get the papers: and we were ziot long
in office before I started to look for them.

Sir Charles Court: is long as you read
the whole story.
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Mr. O'Neil: Having achieved your end
how about resigning and let us get on
with the job of running the State?

Mr, J. T, TONKIN: I will have the
greatest pleasure indeed in tabling this file
if anyone wants it tabled.

Sir Charles Court: We want the full
story.

Mr. J. T, TONKIN: The following is a
letter dated the 6th December. 1961-a
good deal prior to when I asked my ques-
tion-under the signature of Val Duncan
who was the head of the Rio Tinto com-
pany:-

The Hon. Arthur Griffith,
Minister for Mines,
Mines Department,
PERTH.
Dear Mr. Minister,
As a result of our discussions this
morning I enclose the memorandum
once again revised. I hope it is more
in line with the points that you made.
If we could agree upon this as a basis
for your discussion with your Cabinet
colleagues on Monday we would have
it put in more succinct farm as Heads
of Agreement which could be signed
after Monday and act as the working
agreement until a definite agreement
could be agreed after further discus-
sions perhaps some time in the New
Year.

Then follow the five pages setting out the
memorandum containing what the com-
pany was prepared to do. No proposal,
mind you, but five pages to describe some-
thing which was not a proposal,

Mr. O'Connor: It was not a firm one.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, a firm proposal.
Sir Charles Court: Tell us all about it

because wve are very interested.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Give me time.
Mr. May: The Opposition has had all

day.
Mr. J. T, TONKIN: The proposals

read-
Speaking therefore as the origina-

tors of these discoveries we hereby
make the following proposals.

Sir Charles Court: Give us the lot.
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I repeat the words

"we hereby make the following proposals"
which read-

1. That Rio Tinto should set up three
companies, namely Hamersley Hold-
ings and two subsidiaries to be
known as Hamersley Iron and Ham-
ersly Steel,

2. That the Government should allow
Rio Tinto to select 14 square miles
from the area within the Pentagon
and to hold these on Temporary
Reserve fur two years but with the
right to convert any or all of these

areas to Mineral Claims at any time
within the two year period that they
hold them as Temporary Reserves.
It should be noted that Rio nto's
existing reserves together with ap-
plications f or reserves within the
Pentagon amount to approximately
1409 -square miles. We therefore ask
to select I% of this area to be placed
in Hameraley Iron.
It is Rio Tinto view that we require
some five hundred million tons of
high grade haematite to establish a
firm export base. Should we suc-
ceed in locating tonnages of this
order within the 1% which we have
asked for in suitable mineral form,
i.e. without serious mining complica-
tions due to intrusions of other
grades" of ore, then we would ear-
mark the next five hundred million
tons for Hamersley Steel.
It may well be however that ton-
nages of this order do not exist in
the small areas which we have re-
quested and therefore we think it
reasonable that Hamerstey Steel in
exchange for the Prospect of obtain-
Ing some haematlte from the small
areas allocated to Hamersley Iron
should give Hamersley Iron the right
to 50% of any reserves of high grade
haematlte established in the area
held by Hamerstey Steel in excess of
a total of five hundred million tons
proven for Hamersley Steel. As an
additional safeguard to Hamersley
Steel, should it be found that there is
not five hundred million tons of
haemiatite available for Hamersley
Steel after the prior requirements of
Hanieraley Iron have been met
(without which no operation could
take place) then Hamersley Iron
would agree to provide haernatlte
for a steel works based on the Ham-
ersley Steel deposits at a price ad-
justed to place Hamersley Iron as it
would have been had it sold the
haematite F.O.B.

There is the proposal for the establish-
ment of a steelworks.

Sir Charles Court: That is no proposal
for a steelworks. The Treasurer can say
they are suggesting a steelworks but there
is no proposal yet. We know this so well.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN; Yes, it is a proposal
for a steelworks. I will quote more from
page 67 of the file, as follows:-

If within the five year period Rio
Tinto persuaded a. steel associate in
Principle to put up a steel works,
provided that the steel works was it-
self under construction within ten
years from that time, namely within
fifteen Years from now, Rio Tinto and
its steel associate would retain per-
manent title to this area on due pay-
ment of royalty on production of Iron
ore.
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Sir Charles Court: There is one word
which Is crucial in the whole of that, the
word, "if."

Mr. May: It was a Proposal.
Sir Charles Court: It was not. That is

why we raised the word, "if."

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Also, because the
Opposition does not seem to be convinced.
I feel I should read the following:-

Notes on interview with Rio Tinto
& State Cabinet Committee Hon.
Premier Deputy Premier Court Griffith

... Mr. Duncan.
The then Deputy Premier, of course,

was The Hon. A. P. Watts. I quote-
We have a fairly large province

of what might turn out to be iron
ore.

We said to ourselves if we explore
this iron ore what wd the position
be:

We looked at the Mining Act & we
saw royalties were 1/0 a ton.

We have talked with Japanese &
told them they cd rely on what we
say.

We have been very active. We have
spent £60,000 & have committed a
further £150,000.

Our difficulty wd be great if the
Govt asked us to continue without
knowing where we are going.

We consider the matter should have
bwo elements.

1. Export 2. Steel.
I think there are very large ton-

nages-subject to grade & type.
The deposit must either be large or

nothing & the economics depends on
it being big.

The export is a method of going on
to steel.

We intended to take a small per-
centage but it wd be the best.

When a company originates dis-
coveries of this nature it need not
mean that it should have to prove up
all of it.

Our proposition is what we thought
we ed do 1. steel & iron.

We realise that circumstances can
change.

We invisage the provision of the
railway & the port shd come out of
the export.

Royalty=We thought it wd be 1/6.
It wd help if international Com-

panies cd have the Position clarified.
The Min for Mines has talked

strongly abt royalties.
Brand Wd the Company be interested

in an amount say 15 or 30 million
tons.

Then, it is noted-

D No-
Brand Does pelletisatlon involve in-

dustry & employment.
D Yes.
* The area you now hold is it a

potential for 2m tons a year.
D I should say no-although that

is doubtful we may have.
Another thing is we don't know
how attractive the industry is to
indigenous limonite.

D. If we can't prove this to be 56%
or more we wd not sell it inl Japan.

Court: Are you prepared to go on
proving.

D. Govts throughout the world do
not usually ask us to commit our-
selves before we are knowing
where we are going.
If you feel our proposals can be
better made from the Oovts
point of view we be prepared to
examine It.

Court: The position is that You want
these extra TRst before you go on?

D. We want a declaration of obliga-
tions on each side.

C. I think Mr. Court question boils
down to what your continued in-
Werests in yr present reserves are.

D. What is it You fear about us.
Brand The difficulty for the Govt is

to make this agreement with you
because of difficulties. Suddenl-,
we have come upon this quantity
of iron ore.

Watts There are 3 troubles
(1) The question of who is the

first discoverer.
(2) This matter will be the sub-

ject of legislation.
(3) I think legislation based on

yr Proposals wd pass Par-
liamnent.

I repeat: legislation based on your pro-
posals. However, the gentleman who talks
about credibility stood up here and denied
-and denied again-that any such pro-
posals had been placed before the Gov-
ernment.

Sir Charles Court: They were not firm
prcposals in the way you are suggesting.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition said I dreamed them up; that
there were no proposals. He ought to talk
about credibility. It is right through; page
after page-the proposals.

Sir Charles Court: Now tell the Par-
liament about the agreement.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Proposals were
discussed. in the first place, in Cabinet.
I was told in here, time and time again,
there were no Proposals.
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Mr. Lapham: Not proposals, but propo-
sitions!

Mi. J, T. TONKIN: I quote from page
57, which is a minute from the Minister
for Mines to the Premier. It reads-

For some considerable time now, I
have been talking with the Rio rnnto
Company Ltd. in connection with the
development of various minerals in
Western Australia and that Com-
pany's desire to participate in the
search for certain of our minerals.

As you will probably remember, Rio
Tinto was granted a number of Tem-
porary Reserves in the Hameraley
Ranges involving an area in the vi-
cinity of 400 square miles.

11 do not want to read all of it. Instead
I come to this-

The Managing Director for Rio
Tinto in London, Mr. Duncan, has
been in Perth recently, and I have
had long talks with him and other
Directors of the Company on the
question of the development of these
areas.

At the outset, I advised Mr. Duncan
that with a deposit of the potential
of the one referred to, it would not
be the Government's intention to al-
low any operator to have claims over
this area unless it was with the under-
taking that It would pursue the iro
ore deposits, having in mind te
ultimate establishing of a second
steel industry In Western Australia.

The talks have resulted in Mr. Duan-
can Putting up, on behalf of his Com-
pany, a proposition which, upon peru-
sal, you will see indicates that the
Company is prepared, under certain
conditions, to pursue its activities In
this State upon four particular
points:-

(1) the prospecting of the area;
(2) the export of iron ore from

De Pitch Island:.
(3) the upgrading of lower grades

Of iron ore for export from
the same point, and

(4) the establishment of a steel
industry.

Mr. Graham: No proposals!
Mr. J. T. TONECI: Is it necessary to

read any more?
Sir Charles Court: Now tell the Parlia-

ment about the Hameraley agreement that
was brought here.

Mr- Graham: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition wants to get away from this.

Mr. J. T. TONTKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition talks about credibility! He
ought to be the last man in the House to
talk about it.

Sir Charles Court: You know that is
not true.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I asked the Ques-
tion time and time again.

Sir Charles Court: Table the whole file
and not just bits of it.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: The Leader of the
Opposition said I dreamed it up and there
was no proposal.

Sir Charles Court: Not for a steel in-
dustry,

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: It has been abso-
lutely clearly established that there was
a proposal and, furthermore, it was dis-
cussed.

Sir Charles Court: There was no pro-
posal for a steel industry.

Mr. J. T. TONIN; The Leader of the
Opposition will keep on saying black is
white.

Sir Charles Court: You have been
through this so often.

Mr. Hutchinson: It is the Premier 's
credibility.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I know the Leader
of the Opposition does not like this, but
he has brought it on himself.

Sir Charles Court: It does not worry us
a scrap. Look at the Hainersley agree-
ment and what It means. Pellets are al-
ready being made. Steel is already being
made.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I say that 50 Ham-
ersley agreements would not have any
bearing on the point I am raising now.
The Leader of the Opposition stood on
this side of the House and denied there
was any proposal when he knew full well
there was and, what is more, he was in
at the discussion of it.

Sir Charles Court:, There was no Pro-
posal, and my colleagues would agree with
what I said.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: How could they?
Sir Charles Court: Because they were

all parties to it.
Mr. Graham: Parties to the plot!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: Mr. Speaker, we have

beard a great deal of cant and humbug
from the other side. Members opposite
have talked of credibility and the un-
employment situation In Western AUS-
tralia.

Sir Charles Court: You are encouraging
us to go on for a few hours so that you may
hear some more.

Mr. J. T. TONKIN: I say the situation
in Western Australia will improve as soon
as the Commonwealth Government permits
It to improve; that is, as soon as it changes
its Policy and moves away from deliber-
ately creating unemployment in order to
counter inflation. members opposite can-
not deny it.
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Sir Charles Court: You are months out
of date. Even your leaders are taking
credit for some of the measures to stimu-
late the economy.

Mr. J. T'. TONKIN: It is to be expected
that Western Australia, with its high
growth rate, would suffer most when there
Is a deliberate policy to put men out of
work in order to dampen down the economy
and counteract inflation. It all stems
from the failure of the Commonwealth
Government properly to interpret what
type of inflation was operating in Australia,
it was not inflation resulting from too
much money chasing too few goods, as is
the general experience. it was a cost-
push inflation which was an entirely dif-
ferent matter and should have been dealt
with in a different way.

We will find, Mr. Speaker, with the
approaching election that the Budget which
the Commonwealth Government brings
down in a fortnight's time will be very
different from the 1971 Budget--

Government Members: Hear, hear!
Mr. J. T. TONKIN: -because it will

be done for a different purpose.
Sir David Brand: What is wrong with

that?
Question put and passed.
Bil read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
B ill passed througeb Commnittee without

debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr.

J. T. Tonkin (Treasurer), and transmitted
to the Council.

House adjourned at 12.39 a.m.
(Wednesday).

?G14rgihttiw(hun
Wednesday, the 2nd August, 1972

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (The Hon.
N. E. Baxter) took the Chair at 4.30 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (17): ON NOTICE
1. TAXES AND CHARGES

Increases
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH, to the
Leader of the House:

What further increases in taxes
and charges has the Government
in mind for the current financial
year?

2.

The Hon. W. IF. WILLESEE replied:
The Budget f or this year is now
being framed and if any increases
in taxes and charges are to be
imposed they will be announced in
due course.

FISHING
Turtles

The Hon. G. C. MacKINNON, to the
Leader of the House:
(1) How many commercial fishing

boats are currently licensed to take
turtles?

(2) How many turtles have been taken
by licensed fishermen in the years
1969-70, 1970-71 and 1971-72?

(3) What is the value to Western Aus-
tralia of the turtles so taken In
each of these years?

The Hon. W. F. WILLESEE replied:
(1) Two.
(2) Data available only in calendar

years and by export weight-
1969 .... 356,241 lb.
1970 ... 398,139 lb.
1971 .... 264,096 lb.

(3) Value figures not available.

3. ROAD MAINTENANCE TAX
Collections

The Hon. G. W. BERRY. to the Mini-
ster for Transport:
(1.) What were Road Maintenance

Tax collections for the years 1969-
1970 and 1970-71?

(2) What Is the anticipated collection
for 1971-72?

The Hon. J. DOLAN replied:
(1) and (2) Road Maintenance con-

tributions collected for the follow-
Ing years amounted to-

1959-70 ... $3,623,518
1970-71 .... $3,990,144
1971-72 .... $3,821,729.

4. RAILWAYS
Perth-Albany Service

The Hon. J. M. THOMSON. to the
Minister for Railways:
(1) Has the Minister's attention been

drawn to a statement appearing in
the Albany Advertiser issue of
the 31st July, 1972, under the
heading-"W.A.G.R. may scrap
passenger train. Passenger train
services between Albany and Perth
may be scrapped"?

(2) If the contents of the newspaper
article are factual, would he com-
ment as to what future rail pas-
senger transport is envisaged to
replace this service?
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